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Arabs side with Iraq after 
US missile attacks 

Tension heightens as allies expand no-fly zone in the south 
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LA Times- Washington Post 
N ews Ser\’ice 

AMMAN—Although President 
Clinton's decision to bomb 
southern Iraq may have boosted 
his standing at home, it was 
deeply unpopular throughout 
the Arab world—even in the 
countries that joined the United 
States in fighting S;uJdam Huss¬ 
ein during the Gulf War. 

Most people here savt Sad¬ 
dam's foray into the Kurdish 
city of Irbil last weekend as a 
legitimate exercise of national 
authority. Tuesday's US air- 
strike—followed by another on 
Wednesday—which began 

shortly after the sun came up. 
was viewed noi as a defense of 
the beleaguered Kurdish minor¬ 
ity. us Clinton described it, but 
as an unjustified American vio¬ 
lation of Iraqi sovereignty. Irbil. 
after all, is part of Iraq. 

"The Iraqi republic is only 
doing the natural and proper 
thing." wrote Bahraini colum¬ 
nist' Hafedh ash-Shaikh, “by 
reasserting its sovereignty over 
the north and raising the 
national flag over Irbil." Ash- 
Shaikh noted that even though 
Saddam's regime may be illegit¬ 
imate, Utcre is no question that 
the legitimacy of the Iraqi slate 
is unassailable. 

"Saddam had no option," said 
another Gulf columnist, Omran 
Salman. “The area concerned is. 
after all. not Iranian, American, 
Turkish. British or French, but 
panoflraq." 

On 'a' grassroots level, many 
Arabs saw the attack as further 
evidence of an American double 
standard toward the Middle 
East, whereby Arab states that 
step out of line face grave con¬ 
sequences while Israel does as it 
pleases. Others attribute the tim¬ 
ing of the attack to election-year 
politics in the United States. 


In the corridors of govern¬ 
ment, the air strike was equally 
unpupular. None of the Mid- 
cast coalition partners Irom the 
Gulf War participated. The 
Arab League, which represents 
22 Arab countries, denounced 
it. Despite a visit from Gen. 
John Shalik.ishvill. chairman of 
(he Joint Chic Is of Stall, Jordan 
was unabashedly chilly. 

"Jordan rejects any effort 
aimed at undermining the sove¬ 
reignty of Ir.iq and the unity ul 
its temtones and people," sjjd 
Information Minister Marwjn 
Muusher. 

“1 think for us. the Gulf War 
has ended, and it should end 
now for the United Suie.s." 
Ibrahim Bzzedin. who served 
as Jordan’s minister ol infor¬ 
mation during the Gulf War. 
said in an interview'. “Such acts 
arc out of proportion and really 
not accepted." 

In a televised speech Tues¬ 
day. Saddam sought to exploit 
Arab sympathy lor Iraq, accus¬ 
ing the United States of hiding 
behind technology and vowing 
to continue his resistance. In its 
defiant tone and apocalyptic 
language, the speech evoked 
memories of die Gulf War, 
when Saddam was widely 
revered among the Arab 
masses for standinc up to the 
West 

By most reckonings, the 
Arab world has grown weary 
of Saddam's posturing There 
were no reports of anti-US. 
demonslrations such as those 
that erupted during the Gulf 
War. "1 think Saddiam has lost 
much of the muss appeal he 
had five years ago,” said Rad- 
wan Abdullah, a poliric.il scien¬ 
tist at the University of Jordan. 

At the same time. Arabs are 
distressed by harsh interna¬ 
tional* trade sanctions that have 



Un demi-siecle de poesie avec Fadwa foukan 

Voir page 10 

Signs of erosion 
appear in coalition 
after US bombings 


caused widespread humanitarian 
'Suffering in Iraq.*Many believe 
' that given the'failure of ihe trade 
sanctions to bring about a 
change of government in Iraq, 
(he United Stales and its allies 
should quit punishing ordinary 
Iraqis for the sins of their leader. 

Kuwait, which was invaded 
by Iraq six years ago in whut led 
to the Gulf War. said it “fully 
understood'' the need for the 


American strike. But other Gulf 
countries were less positive. A 
key American ally, Saudi Ara¬ 
bia, remained silent for hours 
after the raid. 

The foreign minister of 
Egypt, another close ally, said 
his country was "really dis¬ 
turbed and concerned," and even 
the foreign minister of Syria, a 
country that has no love for Sad¬ 


dam, said he onoosed interven¬ 
tion by the Americans. 

Arab citizens and their gov¬ 
ernments objected to the strike 
for several reasons in addition 
lu their belief litat the West u-as 
meddling in internal Iraqi poli¬ 
tics. Many of the countries 
involved—Turkey. Iran and 

Continued on page2 


LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 

UNITED NATIONS—A sharp 
split among Gulf War allies 
who drove Iraq from Kuwait in 
1W1 has prevented quick 
Security Council reaction to 
Iraq's weekend attack on a 
Kurdish faction and the subse¬ 
quent US missile attacks to 
punish Baghdad tor moving 
troops into northern Iraq. 

Britain was trying to build 
support for the United States 
with a suggested resolution that 

Netanyahu, 
Arafat shake 
hands at first 
meeting 

EREZ, Gaza Strip (Agen¬ 
cies)—Palestinian Presi¬ 
dent Yasser Arafat and 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu met 
for their first summit 
Wednesday for one hour 
- to disease ways to salvage 
their shakey peace agree¬ 
ments. v 

The two men shook 
bands before cameras 

Continued on page 2 


would condemn Iraqi attacks 
on the Kurds. Bui Rusvia and 
France, which have been trying 
for a year to case sanctions on 
Iraq, were unhappy with the 
US. action and scented unwill¬ 
ing to endorse it. 

Russian Ambassador Sergei 
Lavrov said Tuesday the US 
missile attack on Iraq was "dis¬ 
proportionate" and not "accept¬ 
able.” He said Russia wanted a 
council resolution that would 
instead "express great concern" 
over events in Iraq. 

France, which shares veto 
power with Britain. Russia. 
China and the United States, 
was unhappy with Washington 
for not consulting Paris he fore 
launching its missile attack, 
said a French diplomat, who 
predicted a lengthy effort to 
achieve consensus on Iraq 
among the former Gulf War 
allies.' 

France and Russia pointedly 
criticized US airslrikes on Iraq, 
marring the Clinton administra¬ 
tion's hopes for allied unanim¬ 
ity against President Saddam 
Hussein. 

France was conspicuously 
frank among NATO allies in 
refusing to endorse the US 
cruise missile attack. The 
French government said it 
viewed the evolving situation 


in Iraq with "an\iel\ 

Spain expressed understand¬ 
ing but simultaneously voiced 
regret that the missile barrage 
was not postponed. Britain :mJ 
Germany, meanwhile, declared 
outright support for ihe deci¬ 
sion in retaliate tor Saddam's 
nuncmciu of uoops into the 
protected Kurdish /one of 
northern Iraq. 

President Clinton telephoned 
French President Jacques Chi¬ 
rac Monday night to inform 
him ol the impending strikes. 
According to repons broadcast 
in Paris. Chirac tried in \uin to 
persuade Clinton in take a more 
measured response. 

A French Foreign Ministry- 
spokesman sjid that under the 
circumstances of the American 
presidential election campaign. 
France understood Clinton’s 
"motives." Clinton referred to 
those political pressures in his 
conversation with Chirac, 
according to a French official. 

Russian Foreign Minister 
Yevgeny Primakov took up that 
theme on a visit to Berne. Swit¬ 
zerland. Primakov, an old 
acquaintance of Saddam who 
shuttled lo Baghdad before the 
1991 Gull War. said the strikes 
"cannot be supported by ;my- 

Continued on page3 



News anaylsis 

America’s policy on Iraq 


was never clear 


Ammarin resigns in protest of 
Kabariti’s ‘patronising role’ 










ill 


ivalry 

■? 

! *- • ;»«1 I 51 

—- { 

, ■ 

l- ifctW-* .*f 

.-V' f *** 1 ‘ ,i*l 
-C-'ore 1 ' jid*\...: 

p"*' 1 

sir. - , ^jid- .j< % 
1 - it jtlv .1^ 7 

nee 

" ;n --J' lTif <' 

- r ' c . rJl r 


By Timothy M. Phelps 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 

THE DREARY desert and 
muddy swamps of southern 
Iraq absorbed S70 million 
worth of American cruise mis¬ 
siles with little more than puffs 
of deadly smoke 

There was no sign that Presi¬ 
dent Saddam Hussein had got¬ 
ten the "message" spoken of by 
President Clinton in his Oval 
Office address Tuesday, and lit¬ 
tle expectation among experts 
that he would. 

His soldiers were still 
ensconced among the rich oil¬ 
fields in the strikingly beautiful 
highlands of northern Iraq, 
undisturbed by the commotion 
that ihe United States had cho¬ 
sen to concentrate 500 miles 
away from the scene of his 
actions. 

The latcsL US action is the 
bitter fruit of a policy that was 


never clear about cither Sad¬ 
dam’s political role in Iraq or 
how to deal with the Kurdish 
problem. The United Stales 
would have loved for Saddam 
to have left power, but stopped 
short of unseating him during 
the Gulf war. Despite some 
recent diplomatic efforts, the 
United States has remained 
aloof from the civil war that 
hud wracked the Kurdish areas. 

And Saddam has won 3n 
even bigger plum than a Kurd¬ 
ish city in the north of his own 
country. He has finally suc¬ 
ceeded in driving a wedge 
between the United Slates and 
its Gulf war allies, the Arab or 
Muslim countries that five 
years ago did the unthinkable 
and supported the American 
and even their Israeli friends 
against a brother Arab country. 
The Arabs, let down by a vic¬ 
tory that left Saddam in power 
and dismayed by an Israeli 


election that makes the chances 
of a "peace dividend" look 
bleak. Tuesday condemned the 
US move. 

As always, the only real vic¬ 
tims are the Iraqi people, who 
now wifi nut get the bread, but¬ 
ter and medicine denied them 
by a five-year embargo that 
was to have been partially 
lifted by the United Nations in 
a matter of weeks. 

This includes the Iraqi 
Kurds, or those among them 
who chose not to throw in their 
lot last week with their biitere.si 
enemy in Baghdad, inviting, as 
Aesop said, the wolf to guard 
the hens. 

But the Kurds garner liule 
sympathy in the Arab world, or 
outside ol a few living rooms in 
Boston or Berkeley. Fierce 
mountain warriors who wear 
distinctive baggy pants, they 
are not Arabs' for they speak 


their own, distinct language. 
TTiey arc, like Saddam and most 
Arabs. Sunni Muslims, but their 
sad circumstances are threaten¬ 
ing to their correligionists. 

Said to be the largest ethnic 
group in the world not to have 
their own homeland, they strad¬ 
dle the borders of Iraq. Turkey. 
Syria and Iran, and their 
demands for independence send 
a chill through all of them. 

"Saddam has the effrontery 
to flaunt his power, to flex his 
muscles, to tell the world he is 
in coitnoi of own country when 
wc have spent five years trying 
to keep him from control of his 
own country," said Richard 
Bullici. director ol the Middle 
East Center at Columbia Uni¬ 
versity. "And we find that intol¬ 
erable. He is showing disre¬ 
spect for the power of the US." 

Like other Middje East 
experts, Bullici thinks it 
unlikely that Saddam will 


respond as intended. 

"Any likelihood that the Ira¬ 
qis will respond to the signal 
or that they got the message or 
feel ’ ' defeated—that’s 
unlikely," said Bullici. “Will 
escalation get us berter results? 
Unlikely. Have wc achieved 
anything? Can wc achieve any¬ 
thing?" That too. Bullici says, 
is unlikely. 

The American strike, carried 
out without explicit backing 
from any UN resolution, was. 
Bullici said, "poorly grounded 
in law or in l.tei. but strongly 
grounded in emotion.” 

Bulliel is one ol those who 
believes that the basic mistake 
w.»s made four years ago when 
the United States decided not 
to go ail the wjy to Baghdad to 
eliminate Saddam. 

Bui William Quandt, a Mid- 

Continued on page2 


By Hamdan .41 Hajj 

Special to The Star 
LOWER HOUSE deputy. Mr 
Nazih Ammarin has officially 
submitted his resignation from 
the House last Sunday. 
Ammarin described the deci¬ 
sion as hard and bitter saying 
that "it was not an easy step to 
leave my position." 

He told The Star that his 
resignation is not an escape 
from responsibility, but. on the 
contrary, it is a bold decision 
taken in protest of the govern¬ 
ment's recent policies in deal¬ 
ing vyiih the latest Karak dem¬ 
onstrations. "The government 
shows no respect for the depu¬ 
ties and assigns itself as a 
patron of the Lower House." 

Ammarin explained that the 
humiliating reprimand he 
received from the Prime Minis¬ 
ter. Abdul Karim A1 Kabariti 
and Mr Jamal A1 Sarairah. min¬ 
ister of post and communica¬ 
tions made his decision to 
resign irreversible. 

Mr Kabariti and Mr A1 




Ammarin 

Sarairah allegedly made tele¬ 
phone calls with Ammarin on 
the first day of the south riots 
attneking him with humiliating 
words. "The government seeks 
to diminish the role of Parlia¬ 
ment by giving deputies portfo¬ 
lios in the Cabinet.” Ammarin 
said. "With such a large num¬ 
ber of deputy/mi nislers. Purlia- 


Kabariti 

mem will no longer assume its 
strung democratic rote." 

The relations between the 
executive and the legislative 
authorities should he based on 
cooperation rather than seeking 
a truce whenever differences 
come u» the surface. Ammarin 

Continued on page3 


By Dean E. Murphy 

LA Times- Washington Post News Service 
LIEGE, Belgium—The dark circles 
beneath Gino Russo's heavy eyes tell the 
story of a father's living hell. 

For more than a year, the Belgian 
steelworker searched the world for his 8- 
ycar-old daughter, Melissa, who disap¬ 
peared one day last summer while play¬ 
ing with a friend in a suburb of this gritty 
industrial town in east Belgium. 

Italy, Spain and Holland. No Melissa. 

Mexico, Argentina and Brazil. No 
Melissa. Germany and Canada. Still no 
Melissa. 

Several weeks ago. a despairing Russo 
told his wife thai'he had a hunch their 
daughter was closer to home. He was 
tragically right Within a few days, the 
bodies of the little girl and her playmate 
turned up in the backyard garden oi a 
convicted pedophile 
about 50 miles from here. 

The sexual abuse and y. 

killing of two third- Ml \f/g/t Ix fe gi gy 
graders would break Ihe ff %JFm 
heart of almost anyone. _ , 

but the case of Melissa n P D O f I 
Russo and Julie Lejcune 1 1 M 

has done much more. 

Their horror has turned 
an entire country inside out. at once unit¬ 
ing Belgium’s disparate cultures in gricl 
while simultaneously shattering their 
faith in the decency of their shared 


Girls ’ deaths awaken Belgians to the evil at home 


society. 

"We were saying from the very begin¬ 
ning that Melissa and Julie were prob¬ 
ably in Belgium." said Russo, 36. who 
helped distribute IU.0U0 posters of the 
missing girls in this liny country and 
abroad. "But everyone said such :■ thing 
was not possible here. We stood alone." 

Melissa and Julie not unly died the 
most horrible of deaths on Belgian soil, 
but they did *>o after their parents’ des¬ 
perate pleas for help were dismissed by 
the authorities and nearly everyone else. 
In the aftermath, practically no one in 
this country of 10 million, unaccustomed 
to such national trauma, is able to look 
Gino Russo straight in his 
tearful eyes. 

'There is a lot of rage 
l&y V&g right now uvlt what hap- 
petted to these two girls, hut 
vVW ii comes partly from a deep 
y, x sense of guilt." said Michele 

J I I Hirsch, a Brussels attorney 

who has handled pedophile 
cases. "Wc all feel culpable. 
Maybe if more of us 
believed like the parents did. the girls 
would still be alive." 

Belgium is a country where scandals 
typically erupt from politics add its lin¬ 


guistic divide—the contentious line that 
.separates Dutch-speaking Flemish prov¬ 
inces from the French-speaking Wal¬ 
loons—not from society's failure to pro¬ 
tect its most vulnerable members. 
Violent crime is relatively low. and pedo¬ 
philia is regarded as the scourge of sandy 
beaches in Southeast Asia, not the 
wooded fiat lands of Western Europe. 

But ihe case or Melissa and Julie has 
.suddenly changed all that. An angry and 
traumatized public has forgotten its lan¬ 
guage war and vented its collective fury 
on the system, blaming the police, the 
courts anil the political establishment for 
having failed the two girls'—and the rest 
of Belgium with them. 

The indignation has grown even 
greater in recent days as speculation 
mounts that politics wax involved from 
the beginning in the still-unfolding pedo¬ 
philia scandal, which already has led lo 
I fi arrests. 

Russo. Bouzct and others allege that 
well-connected suspects have been 
afforded "political protection" by author¬ 
ities. and a highly regarded children s 
activist, Marie-Francc Coue. claims that 
the Justice Ministry is silling on a politi¬ 
cally sensitive list of customers of pedo¬ 


phile videotapes produced by Melissa 
and Julie's accused abductors. 

The affair has become further clouded 
by the unexplained discovery of a motor¬ 
cycle at the home of the main suspect, 
convicted child rapist Marc Dutroux. that 
reportedly matches the description of one 
used in cite 1991 assassination of promi¬ 
nent Belgian businessman and politician 
Andre Cools. 

Michel Bourlet, the head prosecutor on 
the pedophile case, has publicly declared 
that the investigation can be thoroughly 
pursued only without political interfer¬ 
ence. Several years ago. Bourlet was 
removed from the highly charged Cools 
ease, which remains unsolved. 

“In situations like this. Belgians tend 
to stick together and turn against the 
state.” sociologist Claude Javcau said. 

But as the sordid details of the girls' 
ordeal become known, the grouting like¬ 
lihood that a Belgium-based pedophile 
network was responsible for Melissa and 
Julic'x deaths also has compelled Bel¬ 
gians to look inward for answers to many 
troubling questions, including why they 
have been so slow to address problems of 
missing children and sexual abuse. 

The police only set up a national task 


force on missing persons last year after 
the abduction of Melissa. Julie and sev¬ 
eral other young girls set off a panic 
among parents. Until then, there virtually 
was no cooperation among the scores of 
municipal police forces and the national 
gendarmerie, all of which worked on the 
presumption that missing children were 
runaways. 

"Just a year ago, when the parents 
were coming in. the first reaction was, 
'Come back tomorrow if your child still 
hasn't returned home,"' said Van Rillaer. 
who heads a staff of five in the missing 
persons unit. "Now everyone is aware of 
the problem, and they don’t take that risk 
anymore.” 

The Belgian government, meanwhile, 
only last week approved new measures to 
make it tougher for sex offenders to qual¬ 
ify for early release from prison, 
Dutroux. 39. served less than half of a 
13-ycar sentence for raping five girls in 
the mid-1980s, the youngest of whom 
was 11. 

At the core of Belgium's heartache is 
the sickening realization that Melissa and 
Julie were alive for nine months follow¬ 
ing their abduction but that a series of 
clues and tips about their whereabouts 


were so mishandled by the authorities 
that no one ever found them alive. 

Police said Dutroux. allegedly their 
main captor, made the girls' lives "hellish, 
confining them to a window less subterra¬ 
nean dungeon, where they were sexually 
assaulted while being videotaped l«»r por¬ 
nographic films. 

Bui Dutroux has told police that the 
girls did not die until March, when they 
succumbed to starvation in their concrete 
quarters within u day or two uf his 
release from jail, where he had been held 
since Decemhcr on suspicion of theft. 
Belgian media have reported that 
Dutroux's wile. Michele Martin, told 
police that she was supposeJ to have led 
the girls while Dutroux was in custody, 
but Martin said she could nol muster the 
courage to enter their underground cell. 

Revelations about Melissa and Julie’s 
last months alive have brought calls for 
revenge throughout Belgium. Hundreds 
of thousands of people have signed peti¬ 
tions, including one calling for the rein¬ 
statement of the death penally, which 
was abolished last year. Others have 
demanded harsher prison sentences lor 
pedophiles and strict controls on cariy- 
rclease programs. 

But cries for hlood have had a mostly 
hollow* ring Tor the Russo and Lcjeune 
families. Both sets of parents have 
refused to lend their names to pro-capital 

Continued on page! 
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An unconventional report on Jordanian news 
and views edited bv Marwan Al Asmar 


Ciller cancels visit to Jordan 

THE TURKISH Foreign 
Minister and deputy Prime 
Minister. Tansu Ciller, 
took a last minute decision 
and postponed her two-dav 
trip to Jordan that was due 
to stan on Tuesday. Mrs 
Ciller said that because of 
the on-going regional polit¬ 
ical developments, she felt 
it was appropriate to cancel 
the visit to a later date. 

In a telephone conversa¬ 
tion to His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hussein, she 
requested the Prince to 
convey her greetings to His 
Majesty King Hussein and 

to the Jordanian people. She said that she was saddened to 
cancel her trip to the country and hoped that it would be 
rescheduled very soon. 

She added that a visit is important because of the strong 
relations that govern Jordan and Turkey. Mrs Ciller was 
heading a delegation of 15 deputies and 70 businessmen. ■ 




Tbeishat 


Tbeishat on toxic 
waste 

■ This week the subject is 
nuclear waste or dumping. 
The Minister of Municipality 
and Rural 
Affairs 
and Envi¬ 
ronment. 

Dr Abdel 
Razaq 
Tbeishat 
says that 
it has 
never 
been the 
policy of 
any Jor¬ 
danian 

government to allow any kind 
of dumping of toxic materials 
on its ground. He said that 
this is an absolute decision 
that was taken long lime ago. 
He added that the rumors that 
an American company wanted 
to bury nuclear waste in Jor¬ 
dan are totally wrong. He said 
that the Aqaba Regional 
Authority signed an agree¬ 
ment with tm American com¬ 
pany to treat the exhaust 
fumes of the ships that are 
docking in Aqaba. The Minis¬ 
ter added that the company is 
willing to treat wastes from 


industry and hospitals in the 
same way. This was agreed 
upon provided that the com¬ 
pany does not bring from out¬ 
side any toxic wastes and bury 
it in the country. However, as 
to dangerous wastes in the 
country. Dr Tbeishat said that 
there is only one dumping site 
in the south of the county, just 
east of Swaqa. The minister 
stressed that most of the 
wastes that are dumped in this 
site are hospital and industrial 
wastes. 

Wow, gardens for 
the people 

■ Making Amman green is 
the slogan. And this could be 
right. 

Three 
cheers for 
Dr Mam- 
douh Al 
Abbadi. 
the 

dynamic 
Amman 
mayor. He 
has ' just 
opened 
. four gar¬ 
dens in' 

East Amman; Al Qweismeh. 
Marka. and two gardens in the 



Al Abbadi 


Tareq area. Mr Abbadi was 
criticized before for concen¬ 
trating on West Amman. Well, 
the four gardens should put the 
record straight! 

Water 

modernization 

■ It’s w-ater this week. You 
may say “oh no. not again." 
but I think it's worth it. plus, 
it's news, and important one at 
that. You won't be surprised to 
find out that 55 percent of 
water in the country is lost 
through delipidating pipes. 
And that's why the govern¬ 
ment is changing all the water 
infrastructure in the country. 
But this seemingly gigantic 
project won't be finished till 
the year 2000 at a cost of JD 
200 million. The Assistant 
General Secretary for Project 
Affairs of the Jordan Water 
Authority (JWA), Nawaf Al 
Da wood said that the quantity 
of water distribution is 218 
million cubic meters annually. 
If losses can be reduced to 20 
percent then that would be in 
line with the internationally 
accepted standards. Mr Al 
Dawood said the JWA has 
already completed a number of 
modernization projects in Irbid 
at a cost of JD 20 million. 
Zerqa. at JD 6 million. Al 
Ramtha at JD 4.5 million and 
Al Mafraq at JD 3.5 million. 
In the town of SalL the whole 
water infrastructure was 
changed at JD 16 million. The 
projects that are currently 
going on include Jabat 
Luweibdeh. Jabal Amman, 
from 1st to 3rd Circle at JD 
4.5 million. Jabal Hussein. Al 
Hussein Camp and Al Nuzha 
at JD 4 million. As for Ayn 
Janah and Kufranjeh in 
Ajloun. the modernization is 
costing JD 2.5 million. 

Airport renovation 

■ Queen Alia International 
Airport is to undergo a mod¬ 
ernization program. The face¬ 
lift is to include three phases: 
information systems, counters 
and furniture and a new 
method of luggage handling. 
This is based on a careful 
study that was carried out by 
the government of Holland 


Declaration from Wahbeh 
Tamarri & Sons Co. 

About the Jordan Bank case represented by the President’s administration 
council, Tawfiq Shaker Fakhouri and the General Manager Fayez Abu 
Elenyen. 

It has been published every’ now and then in the local newspapers advertise¬ 
ments about public sale for land property owned by us, which are pawn 
brocked to the Jordan Bank. From the first look, these advertisements 
appear legal pressures but the real aim for these advertisements is scandal 
and giving us a bad reputation. To the public we declare the following: 

First: The bank keeps land property guarantees and shares which are about 
JD 4 million. According to evaluation 10 years ago, the land property are 
pawn to the account of the Jordan Bank and this has been convinced by 
the general manager which he says I we asked him to increase the pawn to 
the bank with another million meanwhile he gave some time ago guaran¬ 
tees to the bank with the value of JD 3 million, indeed he gave the new 
guarantee. 

Second: The pawn cover facilitations bank about JD 2 million. 

Third: We received bill of lading goods and its value recorded on our 
account in their bank and they refused to hand it to us until we increase 
the guarantees and since the nature of these goods can't accept and delay 
we made an agreement with a bank administration to increase the guaran¬ 
tees another JD 1 million, on the following conditions: 

A. We receive the bill of lading goods after signing the bill of exchange that 
has the same value. 

B. We work on paying the bank facilitations. 

C. The bank will give us new bank facilitations about JD 3 million. 

Fourth: From our side we did increase the guarantees with about one mil¬ 
lion JD and with that the guarantees reach the peak of JD 5 million. 

Fifth: We paid back the bank facilitations with that we cover an amount 
value tw’o million and eight hundred thousands JD in a very short time. 

Sixth: When we have paid, the bank refused to give us facilitations which we 
have been promised with, keeping all the guarantees mentioned above. 

Seventh: The bank did stop at the point of freezing these guarantees but also 
asked us to cover the value of the bill of exchange which have been 
recorded in our account and refused to answer our continues requests of 
giving us statements of monthly account and statements of records credi¬ 
tor and debit, on the contrary we found out that the bank changes the 
records and cancelled amounts from our account were resulted from loan 
creditor account and these records reached a limit of about Three Thou¬ 
sand Hundred JD. 

Eighth: The bank asked preventive meanwhile the bank keeps guarantees 
about five million JD for facilitations about half million JD. 

Nineth: It clear from what has been proceeded that the advertisements in 
the local newspapers and asking preventive is only for scandal and bad 
reputation. 

Therefore we make this declaration still the whole subject is been looked at 
judgement which we never doubt its justice 

Declaration from Wahbeh Tamarri & Sons Co. 


that relate* to Jordan's three 
airports—Queen Alia Interna¬ 
tional. Amman Civil Airport 
and the Aqaba Airport. The 
first phase of the program, 
costing JD 3 million, will be 
signed between the Ministry 
of Planning and a Dutch com¬ 
pany as agreed upon by the 
government of Holland. The 
director of the Civil Aviation 
Authority captain Jasser Al 
Zayaad said that Holland has 
offered to finance 40 percent 
of the program, while the 
remaining 60 percent will be 
offered on loan basis, but this 
is still under discussion. The 
Queen Alia Airport has never 
undergone any renovation 
since it opened in 1984. The 
head of Development and 
Training in the airport. Mr 
Abdel Raouf Ai Ikoor said 
that the airport needs modern¬ 
ization to cope with increas¬ 
ing number of passengers who 
are visiting Jordan. He said 
the study by the government 
of Holland suggested that Jor¬ 
dan's airports need JD 50 mil¬ 
lion. Of that, the Queen Alia 
airport needs the lion share of 
JD 20 million. Mr Al Ikoor 
said Queen Alia International 
was equipped to handle three 
million passengers a year. In 
1995. more than 1.7 million 



Kheir resigns as Lower House boss 


■ The General Secretary of the Lower House of Parlia¬ 
ment, Mr Hakam Kheir. resigned from his post this 
week. Reports said that Kheir refused a post of advisor 
in the Prime Ministry’. Dr Mohammad Masalba, who is 
presently a lecturer in the Department of Political Sci¬ 
ence at the University' of Jordan, is expected to take 
Khelr's place as the new Lower House general secretary. 
Under the new rule which was approved by the Lower 
House during its last ordinary session, the Upper House 
will, for the first time, have a separate general secretary. 
Mr Zeid Zreiqat will now occupy that position. 



Kheir 


passengers 

gates. 


went throuch its 


Grants for MA 
students 

■ Grants arc given to 124 stu¬ 
dents following Master Degree 
programs at the University of 
Jordan. They will be starting 


Azraq mayor 
resigns in protest 

■ Surprise, surprise, would you believe that one of 
our noble representatives gets only JD 140 dinars a 
mouth. Yes. he is the mayor of North Azraq. 

Mr Shakeeb Abu Latief. who is a lawyer by profes¬ 
sion, was elected last year during the municipal elec¬ 
tions that were held all over the country. Despite 
pleading by the Minister of Municipality and Rural 
Affairs and the Environment. Dr Abdel Razaq Tbei¬ 
shat, Abu Latief was determined to resign. 

Elections for a new mayor are now set for 10 Octo¬ 
ber. But it is said that there is more to the issue than 
meets the eye. Sources said that Abu Latief resigned 
because of fundamental differences in the running of 
the municipality according toAl Sabeel weekly. 


their degree program for very 
shortly. This is the first lime 
that the university gives such 
grams to MA students. No 
doubt, it was because of the 
triple increase in fees for the 
MA credit hours that the gram 
decision was adopted. How¬ 
ever. University officials 
would deny that. They said 
that the number of students 
that have been accepted on 
MA programs number 100*3 
out of 3000 who applied. This 
is comparable to the numbers 
that were accepted in past 
years. . 

Leftist newspaper 
closed 

■ The People's Democratic 
Party (Hashd) has closed down 
(he Al Abaii weekly leftist 
newspaper earlier this week. 
The party said that it was for 
financial reasons. AI Ahali. 
which was established in 1989. 
will be relaunched under a dif¬ 
ferent name.. complete with 
new cadres, according to 
Hashd. But if money is the 
problem, it is difficult to know 
how will the n-irtv establish 


the new newspaper. Still, we 
shall have to wait to see the 
final product. 

Eco-management in 
focus 

■ The Freidrich Naumann 
Foundation, in cooperation 
with the Jordan Environment 
Society is organizing an "Eco¬ 
logical Management in Indus¬ 
try and Trade" workshop 
between 16-18 September at 
the Philadelphia Hotel. This is 
an international conference 
that is tareetted towards busi¬ 
nessmen, industrialists, politi¬ 
cians and journalists. Lecturers 
are coming from Europe, 
Japan, Singapore and the Mid¬ 
dle East. The objective of the 
conference is to introduce Jor¬ 
danian and Arab participants 
to an environmentally respon¬ 
sible economy and to familiar¬ 
ize them with the instruments 
of ecological management 
The program of the conference 
will be full dealing with sus¬ 
tainability, integrated resource 
management energy manage¬ 
ment and environmentally- 
friendly technologies. 


Popular sectors condemn US aggression on Iraq 


By Star Staff Writer 

THE LOWER House of Parlia¬ 
ment issued a statement con¬ 
demning the American aggres¬ 
sion on Iraq and the 
"desecration of the sovereignty 
and unity of the Iraq and its 
people." something that "vio¬ 
lates all international morals 
and norms." The deputies 
added that “this aggression 
does not have any basis of 
international legitimacy and no 
Security Council resolution." 

The Lower House viewed 
this aggression as nothing but 
"American haughtiness" based 
on internal US electioneering. 

The House confirmed the 
principle that was stated by His 
Majesty King Hussein concern¬ 
ing the unity of Iraq and said 
that Iraq must solve its own 
internal problems without any 
external intervention. The dep¬ 
uties stressed that the sove¬ 
reignty of Iraq is part of the 
sovereignty of the Arab nation. 

The American aggression 
"brings the region back to the 
atmosphere of tension and vio¬ 


lence. as the Arabs and interna¬ 
tional community are working 
to help Iraq and' its neighbors 
overcome the effects of the 
Gulf War.” the statement said. 

"The Lower House called on 
the Arab world to overcome its 
- differences." and stand united 
to "confront the challenges fac¬ 
ing the Umrfla [nationj." 

The political and profes¬ 
sional organizations united to 
condemn what it described as 
the ugly American aggression 
on Iraq. 

The II-party opposition 
released a statement describing 
the latest American stakes as 
impudent. "The history of 
humanity had not witnessed 
such a malicious and blind 
power, which warns to impose 
its hegemony on the world .... 
but the will of the people is 
stronger and undefeatable.” the 
statement said. The opposition 
parties pointed out that the US 
strikes are aimed to serve Presi¬ 
dent Clinton in his lead up to 
the American elections. 

It continued that the US 
attack is “a violation of interna¬ 
tional resolutions and a direct 


threat to all the countries in the 
area .... it's an aggressive 
assault on the whole Arab 
nation and threatens the 
nation's security and future." 
statement said. 

“We call upon the world to 
express solidarity with the Iraqi 
people and defend Iraq's unity . 
security and independence." the 
parties said in their statement. 

The Muslim Brotherhood 
said ir was Arab weakness that 
allowed the US and its allies to 
ride roughshod over the area. 
“This is an aggression on the 
Umma, while the regimes are 
busy in their differences." 

The Muslim Brotherhood 
pointed out that the latest 
aggression is aimed to fight 
Islam and maintain a divided 
Arab world. It aims to continue 
plundering the nation's 
resources and oppress its peo¬ 
ple, the statements added. 

The Democratic Unionist 
Party (DUPt, soft left, attacked 
the US excuses for its latest 
attacks on Iraq, as “illogical 
and based on double stan¬ 
dards.” a statement said. North¬ 


ern Iraq has been a ground of 
continuous violations and wars 
between foreign powers—Iran. 
Turkey and different Kurdish 
factions—but the US and the 
intemauonaL community did 
not protest. DUP officials said. 
However, the- party pointed out 
that when Iraqi troops moved 
in its territory, the Americans 
claimed that it was a violation. 
Now the implementation of the 
oil for food'deal is postponed 
yet again which the party con¬ 
siders as more violations 
against the Iraqi people. 

But further condemnations 
came from Jordan's Profes¬ 
sional Associations which con¬ 
sidered such actions as against 
the Arab nation. 

In a bitter mood, the centrist 
party AI Ahd said that, “we 
find this attack as unjustified, it 
violates the sovereignty of Iraq 
as it is interference in Iraqi 
internal affairs..’’ Furthermore, 
it violates the international con¬ 
ventions." They pointed that 
the policy of force against 
defenseless people is no way to 
treat the Iraqi issue. ■ 
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“Oh Marbella" 

Oh Marbella is a many splendouned thing. 

What is it ?? 

A Cafe- Restaurant? 

A fishery? 

A trattoria? 

A cocktails lounge? 

A bar? 

A Spanish cafe’? 

A multi- function lounge? 

A House Garden? 

A watering spot? 

A Spanish escapade? 

For Whom? 

For vou 

The Arab, the Jordanian, the Foreigner, the American, 
the European, the Australian, the Japanese, the Korean, 
the Chinese, the Indian, the Pakistani: For you: The 
National of the World. 

For vou :- 

The student, the designer, the minister, the lawyer, the 
professional, the manger, the secretary, the V.LP., the 
dancer: the whole lot of you who love to have fan while 
you wine and dine in sporting style. 

Rub shoulders with the y oung and beautiful, the rich and 
famous, the talented artist ana the bewildered newcomer. 

For you all: Let's Marbella ! 

“Oh Marbella” 

Cafe - Restaurant 
Now on soft opening. 

Sweifiyeh Tel: 863944 Fax : 863051 


Girls’ deaths awaken Belgians 


Continued from page 1 

punishment causes. In a state¬ 
ment issued at the time of the 
girls' funerals two weeks ago. 
the families tugged at the con¬ 
sciences of ordinary Belgians. 

Gino Russo says it is that 
message that the families will 
sound again and again during 
the coming weeks. As the pub¬ 
lic remains transfixed by the 
grisly search for more possible 
victims, Russo said he will not 
lei ordinary Belgians forget 
their complicity in the crime. 

"Our only hope for change is 
to build on the guilt everyone is 
feeling right now.** Russo said. 


his face twitching with emotion 
and fatigue. “Everyone knows 
now that these pedophile net¬ 
works exist. They are not just 
Lhe problems of the pedophiles 
or the police but of rhe people 
that live in a system that allows 
them to be." 

Russo is exhausted. He says 
his head feels like it is about to 
explode. He hasn't been to 
work since the day Melissa dis¬ 
appeared. But he cannot stop 
now. Melissa may be gone, he 
says, but her brother. Gregory, 
12, is not. 'This is the only 
way l know io keep Melissa 
and Julie alive.” he said. ■ 


Netanyahu, Arafat meet in Erez 

Continued from page 1 

which recorded the event at an Israeli-Palestinian liaison office 
on the lsrael-Gaza border. 

The handshake, recorded inside a conference room and 
broadcast later, lasted four seconds. 

The two men later held a short press conference and said 
they were both committed to making peace. Mr Netanyahu 
said his government was committed to the interim agreement 
and its implemenation and denied reports that he intended to 
freeze or fragment the agreement 

On his part Mr Arafat reasserted his intention to to move on 
with peace process and working with Israel in all spheres 
including security to achieve peace. Mr Arafat referred to Mr 
Netanyahu as Mr Bibi and congratulated him on his election 
victory. He desribed the meeting as positive. But Mr Netan¬ 
yahu did not commit himself to a date for withdrawal from 
Hebron. 

Later on Wednesday Mr Arafat called His Majesty King 
Hussein and thanked him for his support and briefed him on 
the outcome of his meeting with the Israeli premier. ■ 


Arabs 
side 
with 
Iraq 

Continued from page 1 

Syria—have been fighting 
Kurdish separatist move¬ 
ments of their own and 
have littie sympathy for 
them. And many argued 
Tuesday that Saddam did 
not march into Irbil to 
oppress the Kurds: in fact 
he only came in at the 
request of the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party, a fac¬ 
tion dial represents more 
than 1.5 million of them. 

A big concern for 
many of the Gulf states, 
including Saudi Arabia, is 
that the battle between the 
Kurds has become, in 
effect, a proxy war 
between Iraq and its 
neighbor, Iran—with the 
former supporting the 
KDP and the latter back¬ 
ing a rival faction, the 
Patriotic Union of Kurdi¬ 
stan. If the United States 
takes sides against Iraq, 
they argue, the effect will 
be to shift the balance of 
power to Iran—a country 
that is just as worrisome 
to its small neighbors as 
Iraq. 

In Jordan, which shares 
a border with Iraq. King 
Hussein might have been 
expected io support the 
American airstrike. After 
alt. about a year ago. the 
King was in the vanguard 
of Arab leaders speaking 
out against S3ddam 
Hussein. 

But in recent months. 
King-- Hussein has 
retreated, in part because 
he is concerned about 
Iraq's ability to destabilize 
Jordan—he blames Bagh¬ 
dad's meddling for the 
Jordanian bread riots last 
month—and partly 

because he hopes one day 
to resume Jordan's lucra¬ 
tive trading relationship 
with Iraq.” Like many 
Middle Eastern leaders, 
diplomats said Tuesday, 
King Hussein believes US 
policy toward Iraq has 
been halfhearted and 
ineffective. 

Five years after the 
Gulf War. the United 
States has never delivered 
a knockout blow to Sad¬ 
dam Hussein. who 
remains firmly in control. 
Although badly weak¬ 
ened, he remains a signifi¬ 
cant power in the 
region—a fact his neigh¬ 
bors cannot forget- 

Of course, the Ameri¬ 
cans did try to win Arab 
support for this week's 
bombing. At meetings 
Sunday and Monday with 
the leaders of Saudi Ara¬ 
bia. Egypt and Jordan. 
ShalikashviJi gave long 
explanations of what 
action would be taken, 
roughly when it would 
occur and why—without 
giving out details. 

Like the others. King 
Hussein voiced no sup¬ 
port for the plan. But a 
senior Western diplomat 
who participated in the 
meeting said ShaJikashviii 
was neither surprised nor 
particularly disappointed. 

"We didn’t ask whether 
they agreed or disagreed 
with us. ... Clearly when 
the US makes a difficult 
decision like this, we 
want f to have as broad a 
base 6f support as possi¬ 
ble. But we didn't ask 
their permission." ■ 


News 

analysis 

Continued from page 1 

die East scholar at the Univer¬ 
sity of Virginia, asserts that the 
same quagmire that presented 
itself then limits US options 
now. 

Then as now. dethroning or 
killing Saddam might have led 
to the independent Kurdistan 
that would surely bring a war 
with Iran and Turkey. Even 
more worrisome, it could cause 
the Shiite Muslims who inhabit 
the south of Iraq to fall under 
the influence of Shiite Iran, 
regarded nowadays as even 
more of a threat to the region 
than Iraq. 

And directly engaging Iraqi 
troops in the north in order to 
dislodge them from their lair 
would likely be militarily and 
politically unplatable, Quandt 
said. 

Cruise missiles, the only 
weapons that involve no risk of 
American casualties, do little 
but pinprick damage, 'ft* 
United States will certainly not 
engage the Iraqis on the 
ground, and likely will not risk 
the American pilots who could 
bring American firepower 
face-to-face with the Iraqis. ■ 
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After the US attack: A new mood 
takes over 

■ The US missile attack on Iraq this week and the resurlac- 
inu of the Gulf crisis on the regional and international 
scenes cast its shadows on the local arena with Jordanians 
not hesitating for a minute in condemning the new onslaught 
and expressing their solidarity with the Iraqi people. 

Something good has come out of this sordid affair after- 
all. Jordanians have welcomed their leadership's firm and 
clear stand on the issue. At the same lime Jordanians. like 
many Arabs, are seeing the American aggression for what it 
really is—a cheap shot whose motivation lies in pushing 
President Clinton up a few points in the polls in his bid for 
re-election. 

For the moment political parties and the government are 
putting aside their differences over bread riots, subsidies and 
other issues to concentrate Lheir attention on events inside 
Iraq. The new American aggression has created a sense of 
unity among Jordanians. It gave them a cause to rally 
around. Daily newspapers, which for the past few weeks had 
tried to be neutral, but failed, in the confrontation between 
the opposition and the government, suddenly took on a fresh 
and aggressive look. Editorial writers fined their own mis¬ 
siles on the US, Britain and those who support the policy of 
starving and humiliating the Iraqi people. 

Public mood underwent a dramatic change. The US move 
had dashed the dismal veneer of credibility that it had built 
since the peace agreements and Mr Clinton’s visit to Jordan 
and his address to Parliament. The US again is seen as an 
enemy of Arabs and Muslims, whose sole objective is to 
protect its oil supplies, and Israel, in this region at any price. 

Jordanians welcomed the statements of His Majesty King 
Hussein, after his talks with Gen. Shaiikashvili. which coin¬ 
cided with the publication by Jordanian weeklies of excerpts 
from the lengthy meeting between the King and former 
prime ministers a week ago. According to the unofficial 
transcripts of the meeting, a number of former premiers 
warned against the repercussions of (he deterioration in Jor- 
danian-Iraqi relations and questioned the wisdom of Prime 
Minister Abdel Karim Kabarili's anti-Iraq policies. 

During his meeting with the American General in Aqaba 
rhe King was quoted as saying that Jordan will not permit 
any anti-Iraq operations from its territory and that Jordan 
reiterates its support for the Iraqi people and the sovereignty 
and territorial integrity of Iraq. 

The government also issued what many saw as unusually 
strong statement, which although had failed to condemn the 
US aggression, warned of attempts to compromise Iraq's 
territorial integrity. 

The national anti-American mood is not expected to wane 
soon. Most Jordanians are enraged by US indifference to 
Iraq's suffering and suspect that the latest campaign could 
actually be the beginning of a grand design to divide Iraq or 
extend its suffering and humiliation by shelving the oil-for- 
food deal, which was about to come into effect soon. 

At the same time, there is a fresh sense of inter-Arab soli¬ 
darity coming into form as the US attack was either con¬ 
demned or criticized by most Arab countries. Added to this 
is the stalemate that is suffocating the Arab-Israoli peace 
negotiations since Likud took over in Israel. 


US assault on Iraq 

Daily press 
editorials display 
mixed reactions 


JORDANIAN DAILIES commented last Wednesday on the 
American military action against Iraq. 

AJ Dustour daily said that the American missile attack 
against Iraq can only be regarded as a barbaric aggressive 
action that targets the integrity of Iraq, violates its sove¬ 
reignty and independence and exposes its future to the 
greatest risks. The arrogance of American force is an explic¬ 
it violation of the Security Council's Resolutions and the in¬ 
ternational legitimacy and an embodiment of the Yankee 
mentality which controls the political and strategic decision¬ 
making in the USA. 

The daily concluded by a call for another Arab summit to 
which Iraq is invited whose objective is solving the Iraqi 
question through an Arab solution, not an international one. 

AlRa'i daily said the American military operation against 
Iraq is a link in the chain that began in lwl and no one 
knows when it will end, unless all active political forces in 
Iraq which believe in Iraq's integrity, sovereignty and inde¬ 
pendence can begin a national dialogue to ensure a better fu¬ 
ture for the generations to come. Jordan will always be keen 
on the security and stability of all Arab countries, their na¬ 
tional unity' and territorial integrity, as much os it is keen on 
the respect of human rights every where in the Arab world. 

Al Aswaq daily said that die components of Jordanian po¬ 
sition towards Iraq include Jordan's keenness on the integri¬ 
ty of Iraqi territories, its interest in a national dialogue be¬ 
tween all Iraqi factions and the rehabilitation of Iraq in 
order that it plays again its proper role in all arenas. Wc 
have always warned against dangers of keeping the situation 
in Iraq the way it is. We have also warned about the great 
harm done to its people as a result of the embargo and the 
irregular circumstances lived by Iraqis. It is now clear for 
all parties how important is the national dialogue in Iraq 
which enables Iraqis to face foreign interventions, ambitions 
and aggression. We do not accept any justification for the 
military actions in Iraq as they contradict international legit¬ 
imacy which denounces aggression directed against others. 
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# His Majesty King Hussein bids farewell tv Sultan Qaboos of Oman who left Aqaba, Tuesday, after a private four-day 
visit to the resort. The two leaders discussed the latest developments in the region . The visit highlighted relations 
between the two countries. 

RaifNajim of the Al Aqsa Restoration Committee 

‘Jerusalem is part of the 
Islamic doctrine and thought’ 


EDITOR’S NOTE-. Mr Raif 
Najim is the deputy President 
of the AJ Aqsa Restoration 
Committee. He has long been 
in government service. A for¬ 
mer Minister of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs, he also 
served as Minister of Public 
Works. He talked to The 
Star's Raed Al Abed about 
the challenges that face Jeru¬ 
salem in the light of the new 
building of settlements 
onslaught approved by the 
Netanyahu government. 
Excerpts follow: 

How do you see the future 
oT Jerusalem in the light of 
the new Likud government? 

There is no great difference 
between Israeli leaders con¬ 
cerning the policy over , the 
Jerusalem question, be if the- 
policy of Prime Minister Ben¬ 
jamin Netanyahu or past ones. 
They all have the same strat¬ 
egy. but have different tactics. 
The tactics of Shimon Peres 
and Yitzhak Rabin of the 
Labor Pany differ from those 
of Netanyahu's. They are uni¬ 
fied in their view that 
Jerusalem cannot be 
divided and will remain 
the capital of Israel. 

They also' believe in 
continuing to build more ■ 

settlements particularly 
in the eastern pan of the 
city which is inhibited 
by Arabs. The number * 

of Jews in the eastern 


have a unified 
stand, every 
Arab country 
has its own 
policy, there is 
no co¬ 

ordination on 
this issue 

between the 
neighboring ! 
countries 
[Syria. Egypt. 

Jordan and the 
Palestinian 
National 
Authority!. 

The Israelis 
will use Lheir 
pressure on 
the United 
Stales to irans-. 
fer its embassy 
to Jerusalem 
as soon as-pos¬ 
sible. certainly Raif Najim 

not later than 1999. 

They wanted it in rime for cele¬ 
bration of Jerusalem's 2000 
anniversary. Transfc.ring the 
embassy before that year will 
be a major success - for the 
Israelis. 



lem and western Jerusalem. 
But we can talk in terms of an 
eastern and western pans. 

Politicians and the press 
used to commit a grave mis¬ 
take when thev talked about 


divided and will remain _ v . .. ¥ 

Thcy^S bdJTfai an Arctb and Islamic principle, 
seioemcnis^pan'icubri^ there is only one Jerusalem on the 

ma P of the slobe, it should not be 
3 jcwM eMem divided, as Jerusalem is part of the 
to,Arab S bccome more Islamic doctrine and thought. There is 
p “£ no eastern Jerusalem and western 

j“K““ Jerusalem. But we can talk in terms of 
Sim. pan of on eastern and western parts 

These settlements 

could accommodate SSSSSSS5S^S5SSSMM5^SS5iSSi^S^S 

75,000 Jews. Peres froze , 

the construction of further set- Wc have not thought of the Jerusalem with its interna- SE 
dements in the city but did not matter yet and reman hesitant liona1 borders as specified in biliw 

cancel such a policy. Ncun- aboul taking a .venous decision lhc British mandate, inside the Lreei 

yahui affirmed it ML In this on the issue. wal,. the old city where the ffiJi 

regard, strategies of aH Israc i holly places are, and outside is 

leaders are idenucal. They all How do you feel abou what wc mean by the complete i er 

call for building more settle- terms like ‘east Jerusalem’ j erusa j e m f - n , 

mems and they all agree on the and‘west Jerusalem’? Lands which were annexed 

economic blockade of the Pal- As an Arab and Islamic pr.n- [0 , hc cU by Israel are illegal. A ‘ b 

estmian territories. I don I ciplc. there is only one Jcrusa- ^ i0 _ called -Greater Jeru- Z* rc \ 

expect any change in the Israeli lem on the map nl the globo.n Na , Cfn - which ifIcludcs oinc 
stance towards Jerusalem. should not be divided, as Jem- Arab cities and 59 Arab viI- ' ,, P 

The problem is inside us as salem is pan of the Islamic , is a | S0 10[ally rc j ccle d, by ,r*~~ 

Arab and Islamic countries, we docirine and thought. ] JW . \Vc. Arabs and Muslim's r\, 

arc 43 countries but unable to There is >»' eastern Jcrusa- , . ,, . dividing Jeru<n- no,y J 


Wc have not thought of the 
matter yet and remain hesitant 
about taking a .serious decision 
on the issue. 

How do you feel aboul 
terms like ‘east Jerusalem’ 
and ‘west Jerusalem’? 

As an Arab and Islamic prin¬ 
ciple. there is only one Jerusa¬ 
lem on the map nf the globe, it 
should not be divided, as Jeru¬ 
salem is pan of the Islamic 
docirine and thought. 

There is eastern Jcrusa- 


Ammarin resigns in protest 


Continued from page 1 


i..« ,r j uf -h hnl? ’ believes that the conciliatory 
measures would just render the 
«jsh 1-ii role of Parliament invalid. 

.•TK-r-’ -- An independent national 

-.he ir.id opposition is a must, Ammarin 

[tve 0 r - no one “can deny the role 

ihc in;l-' rK * l> tO' \< of the opposition which is sup- 
liiytvUJ i° ,F posed to have a leading role 
n?x- 01 J ' wilhin lhc political spectrum in 

, 1 -jn ' r - IL t ,-h ■ ,ord an.” He added that “it 
\n«l Ji r: . 1 . ' ni n-th ,fl .. should adopt, enlightening pro- 
-oor? !f1 : , n ,V] |f Ppsab and constructive criti- 
aVsiodr* *.| W ,p . (t fism that have a positive 
It.ftulj impact on the society in 

■ u >• general." 

.,|7 Ammarin stressed that his 
R ! , -flu> |vf p Resignation “docs not serve the 
% .,. jr on?. uJ |i || >, i interests of the government, 
^mental 1 Particularly in the current situa- 

Cut *i° n . since it means the absence 

- ni!C« Stj!5> |r-ri l: i[(# of a popular and independent 
' ivafiC from the Lower 

*', A.mct 1 *- 1 / Describing the government s 

brine * ^Ponse to the unrest which 


aw*. s , ,,.|v t' ui-. «■ 

woufd ; 

, . If 


• ncr"-^ -i H*ucuiariy i. 

' pinr nL : till bon, since it 

■ L nii-’- V*%i* 5 f a P°P u,ai 
u .„oc deputy fro 


Describing the government's 
response to the unrest which 


erupted in the south last month. 
Ammarin said it was "oppres¬ 
sive and undemocratic." 

Masi deputies are discontent 
with the patronizing role the 
government practised upon 
them. They said that such atti- 
Hide would negatively affect 
the House's dignity and super¬ 
visory legislative role. “This 
government, as it is the case 
with former governments, has 
never seriously considered the 
House or even pay attention to 
ii$ resolutions.” 

Ammarin described the 
humiliating words which Kaba- 
riti used, as “not befitting his 
position as a Prime Minister 
and a deputy nor do they com¬ 
ply with the Constitution which 
guarantees immunity for 
deputies." 

But though the resignation 
might take Ammarin out of the 
Lower House, he confirmed 
that he will continue to serve 


the people in his govcmorale. 

Asked if he intends to take 
his case to court. Ammarin said 
that he is discussing such a step 
with supporters from his 
govemorate. 

Two weeks ago, he and Kab- 
ariii held a meeting at the head¬ 
quarters of the Public Security 
Directorate (PSD). It was said 
that they were able to defuse 
die tension between them. 
Commenting on that meeting 
Ammarin said that "he was 
forced out of his home and 
taken lo the Directorate with 
the assistance of the Lower 
House Speaker Sa'ad Hayel 
Sroor.” 

In the PSD headquarters. 
Ammarin claimed that he was 
cross-examined by the Prime 
Minister and the directors of 
the * General Intelligence 
Department and PSD. The Min¬ 
ister of Interior, Dr Awadh 
Kheleifat. was also present. 


Ammarin pointed out that 
there have been attempts by 
some of his colleagues in the 
Lower House, his friends and 
officials iv persuade him m 
withdraw his resignation. 

Asked if he would accept a 
compromise. Ammarin said 
that “the issue now i«* out of his 
control, and the matter is in the 
hands of the people of his gov¬ 
emorate." He added that “the 
Prime Minister must make a 
public apology to me or to the 
Lower House." 

Regarding the House's 
response to the resignation, 
Ammarin explained that "it is 
the authority of the House to 
decide and give lhc final 
judgment." 

Mr .Ammarin concluded that 
if one opposes the wrongdo- 
. ings. this does not mean he or 
she is against the country. "We 
are loyal tu the country and 
there is no doubt that such loy- 
aky emanates from the love of 
our homeland." ■ 


'two Jerusalems’. 

Jerusalem with its interna¬ 
tional borders as specified in 
the British mandate, inside the 
wall, the old city where the 
holly places are, and outside is 
what wc mean by the complete 
Jerusalem. 

Lands which were annexed 
to the city by Israel are illegal. 

The so-called 'Greater Jeru¬ 
salem' which includes nine 
Arab cities and 59 Arab vil¬ 
lages is also totally rejected, by 
law. \V'c. Arabs and Muslims 
do not call lor div iding Jerusa¬ 
lem, it is the core of the 
conflict. 

What about the talk of 
Jerusalem as being the capi¬ 
tal of two states, Israeli and 
Palestinian? 

If the Israelis are serious 
towards peace, the self-rule 
authority can take Jerusalem, 
the undivided one as I pointed 
out. as their capital, and have 
lheir government in the eastern 
pan ot the city, while Israel 
establishes its capital in the 
western side of the city. Every 
side should have the freedom 
and the right to visit either pan 
ol Jerusalem. It shouldn't be 
divided. 

Wc arc against this division. 
Dividing Jerusalem in 194S 
was a temporary act of the 
Security Council to isolate the 
Israeli troops from the Arab 
troops. The purpose at that 
time was not to divide the city. 

Even Berlin was formally 
divided but then reconnected 
though that case was more 
complicated. 

Also Bab Al Amood Wall 
which separated the eastern 
part of the city from the west¬ 


ern one was destroyed. 

Some suggest internation¬ 
alizing the Old City of Jeru¬ 
salem. Do you think it is the 
right solution? 

The internationalization of 
Jerusalem means losing it. it is 
making the United Nations in 
charge of Jerusalem as a 
whole, with no exclusion of 
any state. 

The world doesn't have the 
right to rule Jerusalem. 
Because it means that Arabs 
and Muslims will only have a 
small share in the city. 

There are people who 
approve such internationaliza¬ 
tion. The Vatican. Lhe US and 
Britain agree with this view. 
Bui we say that we are against 
this, even IsraqR disagrees with 
it ' 

Internationalization of the 
city won't solve the problem. 

What does internationaliza¬ 
tion mean in this case? If it 
means that the United Nations 
will be responsible for Jerusa¬ 
lem. then Israel has to cancel 
its claim of making Jerusalem 
as its capital and stick 
with Tel Aviv. Also 
when the Palestinian 
people have lheir own 

* state in Palestine, they 

p wouldn't be able to 

make Jerusalem as its 
t capital because it 

would be internauon- 
p alized. This means 

c that 1 l will be open for 

q .A the whole world and 

* will be supervised by 

j a committee that will 

* be formed by the 

, United Nations, and 

* OJ selected by UN mem¬ 

ber states. 

Internationalization 
of the city and making 
it a capital for Israelis 
and Palestinians can 
never co-exist. But, making it a 
capital of two states, is a possi¬ 
bility. on the basis of mutual 
agreement and a true intention 
from the Israeli side. 


Jerusalem is under a con¬ 
tinuous threat by Israel 
which wants to change the 
Arab character of the city by 
searching for the so-called 
Temple Mount under the Al 
Aqsa mosque. How Tar are 
these threats affecting the 
holy places in Jerusalem? 

All excavations made in 
Jerusalem in the p3st decades, 
are nothing compared to the 
Israeli excavations of the city 
in the past 20 years. 

They exceeded all the exca¬ 
vations made by the British. 
American, Russian or German 
organizations. 

Israel aims at finding a shred 
of archaeological evidence of 
the Temple Mount, to prove to 
the world that the Mount was 
here and should be rebuilt on 
that land, at the site of Al Aqsa 
Mosque and Dome of the 
Rock. 

Despite the excavations by 
the Israelis, no evidence shows 
that the temple was there. 
There is no historical document 
that specifies the real location 
of the Temple Mount. Even the 
Old Testament which talks 
about the Temple, does not 
specify its location. 

The excavations by the 
Israelis are dangerous, particu¬ 
larly the underground tunnel 
along the walls of Al Aqsa 
mosque which left the mosque 
hung on its pillars, any earth¬ 
quake will mean its collapse.B 


Signs of erosion 

Continued From pagel 

one at all. except those who pul domestic politics including 
preelecioral situations above all else." 

Alexander M. Kalugin, deputy director of the Deportment 
of Near East and North Africa at the Russian Foreign Minis¬ 
try in Moscow, noted that Saddam had started pulling troops 
out at the time of the strikes. The allies, he said, "could at 
least have waited to see if Saddam would fulfill his promise 
to pull out by Sept. 4.” 

German Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel called the attacks 
“appropriate and justified." and Canada also expressed 
approval. 

There were varying degrees of enthusiasm and caution 
from other world capitals. 

In Beijing, the Chinese authorities called for restraint on 
all sides. 

Japan, which relies heavily on oil from the region, cast its 
approval of the operation in the conditional tense. A Foreign 
Ministry spokesman. Kazo Waianabc. said. “Japan basically 
accepts (the missile strikes! if Iraq continues its provocative 
attitude toward the international community." 

Spanish Foreign Minister Abel Matutes characterized his 
government’s position as one of “understanding, although wc 
would have wanted that armed intervention to be. at least, 
postponed." 

Herve de Charette. the French foreign minister, reiterated 
France's concern aboul the safety and welfare of the civilian 
populations affected by the military strikes. 

in a letter to Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz, dc 
Charette underscored France’s previously stated belief that 
peace and stability in the area can come about only from a 
dialogue between Saddam's government and the Kurdish 
groups in the north. 

The French government has maintained since the begin¬ 
ning of the dfspute that Saddam was acting within the 
bounds of 5-year-old UN Security Council resolutions 
regarding the Kurdish-populated region. 

“We do not see that United Nations resolutions are called 
into question by (Saddam’s) intervention, especially since 
there was a written request by one of the main Kurdish 
movements. Iraq is acting entirely on its own soil." Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Jacques Rummelhardi said. 

Iraq has long been a major supplier of oil to France and an 
important customer for French arms sales. Saddam and Chi¬ 
rac have known each other for 22 years. 

But a US diplomat said, however, that if Iraq continued to 
fiout the United Nations, the Gulf War coalition could be 
rebuilt quickly. 

The original reason for Tuesday’s council meeting was to 
hear about Iraq's compliance with UN inspectors looking for 
remnants of its heavy weapons program. Iraq is continuing to . 
deceive the United Nations, the council heard from Rolf 
Ekeus. who directs the UN effort to dismantle Baghdad's 
huge arsenal, which is a major condition for lifting lhc UN 
embargo on Iraqi sales' of oil to other countries. 

Ekeus told the council that the United Nations has been 
unable to account for all of Iraq's long-range missiles, which 
can reach Israel with chemical, nuclear or biological war¬ 
heads. He also said that Baghdad was issuing misleading 
statements about its chemical warfare efforts. 

The Council adjourned but not before extending the sanc¬ 
tions againsL Baghdad for another six months. 

Russia and France, which hope to recover billions of dol¬ 
lars in prewar debts from Iraq, had teamed up almost a year 
ago to push the Security Council to begin lifting economic 
sanctions on Iraq more quickly than the United States 
desired. But Iraq shot itself in the foot last year by massing 
troops on the Kuwaiti border and, after defections by high- 
level officials, admitting that it had concealed biological and 
chemical weapons materials from UN inspectors. 

In response to the Russian-French campaign, the United 
States finally agreed last year to Security Council Resolution 
986, which allows Iraq limited oil sales to buy food and med¬ 
icine. Bur this program, about to get under way. was sus¬ 
pended over the weekend by UN Secretary General Boutros 
Boutros-Ghali, voicing concern for UN personnel involved 
in the program who would be working in northern Iraq. 

But France called Wednesday for new negotiations to 
ensure that a UN resolution allowing Iraq to use the proceeds 
of oil sales for food and medical supplies comes into force as 
soon as possible. 

^ The Russians had said Tuesday the “oil for food" program 
should be resumed immediately, but Edward Gnchm. the 
deputy US representative, said it would take ’months and 
months" for Iraq to begin oil sales, and that new conditions 
could mean changes in the terms. 

The prospect of starvation among Iraq's citizens is one of 
the factors that has been eroding Arab support for US efforts 
to deal harshly with Saddam Hussein. This was evident 
Tuesday when key US Arab allies and potential allies balked 
£U‘backing the missile strike. ■ 
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More of an aggression 


PRESIDENT BILL Clinton may soon find that he was ill advised to give the go-ahead 
to unilaterally bomb Iraq in response to Baghdad’s armed incursion into Kurdish popu¬ 
lated areas in the north of the country. 

The political fallout from the Cruise missile strikes against targets in the south has 
overshadowed Clinton's “limited” objectives in Iraq. So far President Saddam Hussein 
appears to have won the round with condemnation and criticism of the US move com¬ 
ing from coalition allies, such as France and Spain, and more importantly from the 
Arab world itself. * 

Mr Clinton and his administration are now being accused of exceeding the limits of 
mandates given to coalition countries under UN resolutions on Iraq. Saddam's forces, 
for example, had not crossed the international borders nor did they threaten their 
neighbors. In fact most countries, including France and Russia, saw the incursion into 
Irbil as a legitimate exercise of sovereignty by the Baghdad government 

Nor were there pressing humanitarian excuses for the United States, which did not 
consult the Security Council until after the strikes, such as the ones that determined the 
allies’ intervention in the north following the Gulf War. There were no mass exodus 
by Kurds. In fact the Iraqi army moved into Irbil at the request of one of the major 
Kurdish factions—the same one that had requested coalition intervention four years 
ago. 

Mr Clinton's reasons for launching such an aggression now rest on his domestic, not 
foreign, agenda. He has an election to win and Saddam was an easy target to hit to 
maintain his grip on US voters. 

What adds" insult to injury is that the United States—and Britain which as usual 
stood firmly behind Washington—found no better excuse than to talk about Saddam's 
violations of human rights. It is an insult because America's double standards make it 
easy for US politicians ro ignore the fact that their insistence on maintaining sanctions 
against Iraq for over five years had a huge human cost. Over 600,000 Iraqis, mostly 
children and invalids, lost their lives because of malnutrition, lack of medicine and 
proper medical attention. 

The United States, which champions human rights in Iraq, cannot seem to accept 
that these unwarranted deaths are Mr Saddam’s fault as much as they are America’s. It 
now suggests that the oil-for-food deal is a bad thing after all and that it must be 
stopped at all costs. 

Mr Clinton's latest raid may have dealt a lethal blow to the coalition which now apr 
pears to be bursting at the seams. The United States has made itself the judge and the 
executioner, deciding, again unilaterally, where the limits of the no-fly zones should 
be and how best to safeguard Iraqi integrity and sovereignty. Such arrogance and vain 
sense of superiority is like the smell of foul breath to the Arabs. America's crimes in 
Iraq are no worse than those of Saddam. But while Saddam is a local tyrant, America 
assumes the mantle of a vicious imperialist power who has'no sense of justice or com¬ 
passion. Mr Clinton defends his actions by stressing that America must lead. But is 
America fit to lead? The example that we were presented with in the past few days 
bodes ill for the world.H 



9 The Lebanese Premier Rqfiq Al Hariri casting his vote at a polling station in Beirut on Sunday. 
This is the third round of a five stage election to be completed by 15 September. In Sunday’s ballot 
Hariri obtained mare than 78,0tJ0 of the votes cast He is fighting on a 16-member list and the polls 
showed that they are sweeping the country. 
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A view from America: 

Previously strong ally can 
turn either way 


j By Carrie Nelle 

US Star corespondent 

SINCE WORLD War II. Turkey has been 
a formidable and valued ally of ihe West, 
particularly the United Stales. Recently I 
wrote of the affects of Necmeilin Erba¬ 
kan's having been named the new Prime 
Minister of Turkey. He presents a totally 
new face with which to deal. Western 
powers no longer can presume Turkey will 
accept western wishes: western leadership 
must be exceedingly diplomatic, knowl¬ 
edgeable. and flexible—all a new experi¬ 
ence in dealing with this country that joins 
East and West! If not handled more equita¬ 
bly than in the past, wc could loose an ally 
which could dangerously lip the scales of 
the Middle East. 

Erbakan, considered on enlightened Isla¬ 
mist. came to power as a compromise can¬ 
didate when neither former Prime Minister 
Tansu Ciller of the Motherland and Mesut 
Yilmaz of the Strait Road parties was able 
to form a government. Muslims world¬ 
wide. who fed they have become the tar¬ 
get of western accusation since the demise 
of the Soviet Union, are delighted to see. 
finally, a leader in Turkey who de¬ 
mands to be considered a partner, not 
a strategic pawn to the West, espe- , 
cially the US. } o ffj 

Shortly after having become ft f 
Prime Minister. Erbakan began f 
mediation between Pakistan ( 
and A fghanistan: this placed on K/ , 
him the mantle of "peaccmak- ‘WaBS 
er" among Muslims. Erbakan be- / J8r=s 
gan a tour stressing Islamic soli- 
darity. cooperation. mutual 
interests, common heritage and the 
need to support the Muslim League. xjj 
notably in the Middle EjM. Further, 
he issued invitations to Iran. Syria, and 
Iraq to meet with Turkey to reconcile 
their differences regarding water 
rights, borders, the Kurds, and mulu- 
al security. f 

The West recoiled at his invita- f 
tion to Iran and Iraq in view of for- J 
merly accepted sanctions. Ex-Prime \ 
Minister Ciller, now the Foreign \ 
Minister, attempted to placate the V 
West, by noting such a gathering was 
not on the Turkish agenda, but she Jk 
hastily reineated as her political 
astuteness warned her that Elba- 
kan quickly was becoming a hero '1 

throughout the Islamic world and /jg $ 
in Turkey in particular. I gS 

Erbakan, without directly / 
criticizing Ciller and Yilmaz's 
agreements with Israel, an- - 

nounccd he would visit Syria to re- 
pair relations and ensure that Syria 
and Iraq receive their rightful sharir of 
the Euphrates and Tigris waters. He i 
stressed the “valued good and broth-' ' % 
erly relations” with Syria and 
pledged that Turkey should 
never be a source of anxiety 
for its neighbor, both coun- 
tries being bound by centuries 
; of cultural, religious and hu- ©«««***•. 
I man relations. Turkish I 


Meanwhile, he delegated two senior 
ministers to Iraq, striking a bargain for Slri 
billion for Iraqi oil and gas and announced 
he would work for lifting sanctions against 
Iraq, while ordering the repair of the Iraqi 
pipelines passing through Turkey. 

Erbakan also stated he would visit Iraq. 
Saudi Arabia and perhaps other Middle 
Eastern countries to cement "neighborly 
and Islamic” ties. While the West may 
frown on this new slant in Turkish leader¬ 
ship. Erbakan has become a hero to Mus¬ 
lims and especially to his Turkish constitu¬ 
ency. Most importantly, he has solidified 
his own position at home despite the mis¬ 
trust of the military' and the "secularist 
westernized elite." "in traditional Turkish 
polities the military has ruled from behind 
the scenes. The military has been a strong 
Mipporrer of NATO, the West in general 
and the United States in particular. 

On several occasions the military has 
overthrown the Turkish government. But 
Erbakan swiftly secured such popularity 
that ’ the mili- 
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tary cannot afford even to think of a 
putsch. To do so would risk serious danger 
of a civil war. on top of the military's re¬ 
cent unsuccessful campaign against the 
Kurds. 

His westernized opponents have been si¬ 
lenced for fear of being labeled traitors or 
foreisn stooges. Instead, a majority of the 
Turks feel that Erbakan has restored their 
honor and national independence and that 
he seriously is working for the masses, re¬ 
building Turkey's bridges with its histori¬ 
cal and geographic neighbors. 

The West is having to learn to live with 
a new Turkey, though it remains a west¬ 
ern-oriented republic, but no more is it the 
obedient vassal. 

Is Erbakan the answer to the Islamist 
fundamentalist tide sweeping the Islamic 
world due to economic frustration and po¬ 
litical humiliation? Is he the bright side of 
an enlightened Islamic leader compared to 
the fanatical Islamists in Iran and Sudan 
and the terrorist movements in Algeria. 
Egypt. Pakistan and elsewhere? The West 
will have to live with Erbakan for some 
time to come. Israel will have to recalcu¬ 
late its relations with Turkey which will no 
longer cooperate in isolating Syria. Europe 
will have to change its tone toward Turkey 
vis-a-vis Lhe European Community, and 
Turkey no longer will stoop to begging for 
membership. 

If current indications hold, the next 
Turkish elections most probably will re¬ 
sult in a sweeping majority for Erbakan. 

Removing him. v by whatever means, 
i could result in very serious trouble in 
Turkey and destabilization in the Mid¬ 
dle East. Erbakan came by necessity: 
he will remain by popular vote. He 
J represents the new Ottomans, those 
1 Turks who want to continue the 

path of modemi- 

F zalion and 

M progress but still 
preserve the coun- 

dence. national will 
and a well deserved 
interlock between Asia 
w Yifc and Europe, cherished 

by rheir Muslim neigh- 
Wjff bors and respected by 

\£f their western counterparts. 

W Turkey's experiment with Erba- 
j kan demands watching: we shall alt 
] team a few lessons. His appeal to the 
voters was boosted by the refusal of 
i due recognition by the Europeans, 
yA the sanctions imposed exclusively 
Zs on Muslim countries, by the mostly 
words-versus-actions in the face of 
the slaughtering in Bosnia, the neglect 
of on-going perils in Chechnya and the in- 
3ction~of the West when Israel bombed 
women, children and other civilians when 
it attacked the UN camp of Qana in South¬ 
ern Lebanon. 

Turkey has been and can remain a most 
valuable ally to the West. But in the future, 
negotiations will be held rather than dic¬ 
tates given. The elections in Turkey may 
be representative of 


man relations. ” Turfclsh Pro-lslamlc "Welfare Party" Leader NECMETTIN ERBAKAN what is to come. ■ 


Peace treaty fails to 
create mutual friends 

Mr Netanyah u.. .stalling on withdrawal from Hebron and on restarting 
talks with the Palestinians has made many Jordanians anxious that their 
own relations with Israel may start to erode 


ALMOST TWO years after 
they signed a peace treaty. Jor¬ 
dan and Israel have found that 
lifting decades of suspicion and 
hostility takes more than a for¬ 
mal pact. 

Trade between the countries 
is a mere trickle, joint ventures 
are few. and the old stereotypes 
still loom large. 

If measured against the gran¬ 
diose hopes that preceded the 
peace—that it would bring a 
flood of jobs and foreign aid to 
Jordan and would open the 
Arab world to Israelis—the 
peace has been a disappoint¬ 
ment. 

But when weighed against 
the depth of suspicion and hos¬ 
tility that preceded the signing, 
the results of the peace are 
noteworthy. 

Dashed expectations were 
frequently cited recently as one 
reason why Jordanians in the 
impoverished, arid south were 
so quick to erupt in fury when 
bread prices were abruptly in¬ 
creased earlier in August. 

But the reason Jordan's stan¬ 
dard of living has continued to 
drop has nothing to do with the 
peace—it is a result of the Gulf 
war which sent thousands of 
Jordanians home from lucrative 
jobs in the Gulf and cut trade 
with Iraq, and of a stern austeri¬ 
ty program to end excessive 
spending. 

In fact. Jordan has earned 
high marks from western econ¬ 
omists for its policies and per¬ 
formance under these condi¬ 
tions. The growth rate has 
stayed between four and six 
percent, inflation has been kept 
at about five percent, and the 
deficit has been brought down 
from 10 percent of the gross 
domestic product to about 3 
percent in five jcirs. 

Such figures, however, are of 
little comfort to the poor—18 
percent of the population is be¬ 


low the poverty line, defined as 
an income of Si46 per month, 
and unemployment stands at 
about 15 percent. And the prog¬ 
nosis is only for more pain as 
austerity measures bite deeper. 

On the plus side, some 
I5U.UOU Israeli tourists have 
passed through Jordan since 
October 1994. without a single 
untoward incident. Most come 
on four-day package tours and 
are not seen by most Jordani¬ 
ans. leading to the complaint 
that Israeli tourists spend no 
money in Jordan, and only use 
the toilets in Aqaba on their 
way to Petra. According to Is¬ 
raeli estimates, the tourists 
spend between $500 and 
$1,000. each in Jordan. 

As for trade and business 
ventures, officials note that a 
trade treaty was completed only 
last April, and three separate 
and conflicting trade accords 
among Israel, the Palestinians 
and Jordan have not been sort¬ 
ed out yet. 

The dozen or so joint ven¬ 
tures that have been formed, 
mostly Israeli textile operations 
in the north, have heen doing 
well. Israeli diplomats, who al 
first could not find n Jordanian 
willing to rent them an apart¬ 
ment. said they arc increasingly 
accepted as neighbors and ten¬ 
ants. 

"All the problems are in the 
category of birth problems.” 
said an Israeli diplomat who 
has been in Amman since the 
Israeli embassy opened there in 
October 1994. “The psycholog¬ 
ical barriers sir'll run deep." 

Conversations on both sides 
confirmed the observations. 

"This is natural, given our 
long history of struggle and ha¬ 
tred." said Fahcd Fanek. a 
prominent economist. “For us 
Israelis are still a curiosity. The 
popular image is that if we let 
them. thcy’lT dominate us. buy 


up our land, use us." 

"As for the Israelis, they still 
don't behave as part of the 
Middle East, they still think of 
themselves as Europeans in 
Asia. They don't care about our 
sensitivities, they patronize us." 

Beyond the stereotypes lie 
some concrete complaints. Af¬ 
ter the United Nations boycott 
of Iraq closed one of their ma¬ 
jor sources of trade, Jordanian 
businesses had hoped to offset 
the loss in trade with Palestin¬ 
ians in the West Bank. That 
trade, the Jordanians charge, 
has been blocked by Israeli bu¬ 
reaucracy and security to pro¬ 
tect a captive Palestinian mar¬ 
ket. 

‘The single biggesL criticism 
here is the inability to tap the 
Palestinian market." said a 
western diplomat. "There arc 
all sorts of elaborate barriers— 
they have to transfer to Pales¬ 
tinian trucks, they lose days at 
the border." 

"Wc sell cement for $42 per 
tone from the factory, and by 
the lime it passes the whole 
gamut of inspections, reloading 
and taxes, it cost $90," said 
Mohammed Smadi, secretary 
general of the ministry of in¬ 
dustry and trade. "Israel says 
'security.' but I haven't bought 
this notion." 

Israelis deny deliberately 
erecting obstacles, but diplo¬ 
mats here acknowledged that 
their bureaucrats and security 
services had not adjusted yet to 
trade with Jordan. 

For their part, the Israelis 
still find many obstacles to do¬ 
ing business with Jordanians. 
Many Jordanians still feel un¬ 
easy dealing with Israelis, the 
Israelis say. and many Jordani¬ 
an businessmen still fear that 
they will lose Arab clients if 
they trade with Israel. 

The biggest obstacles are the 
12 professional unions, which 


arc controlled by Islamists and 
try to bar their members from 
dealing with Israel. Dentists 
and doctors who have tried to 
attract Israeli patients with low¬ 
er prices have been warned to 
stop or lose their local accredi¬ 
tation. and lawyers have been 
told by their federation not to 
handle Israeli business. 

Last year when two popular 
Jordanian actors took their sat¬ 
ire of Lhe peace process to Is¬ 
rael, one of them. Hisham 
Yanes. was expelled from Lhe 
writers' union. 

But the Israelis noted that 
these barriers are steadily 
breaking down, and that grow¬ 
ing numbers of Jordanian pro¬ 
fessionals and businessmen or 
looking for Israeli business. 
Shalom Tourgeman. press sec¬ 
retary at the Israeli embassy, 
said more than 1.000 Jordani¬ 
ans came to the embassy to 
sign the condolence book after 
prime minister Yitzhak Rabin 
was assassinated last Novem¬ 
ber. 

The question now among 
many JonJanians is whether Mr 
Netanyahu will move things 
backward. Many Jordanians 
preferred Mr Netanyahu to 
Shimon Peres in the Israeli 
election— Mr Peres did not 
have close ties with King Huss¬ 
ein. his emphasis on relations 
with Syria was viewed with 
misgivings, and the Israeli raid 
into Lebanon in April turned 
many Lebanese against him. 

Mr Netanyahu was perceived 
as tough, but basically pragmat¬ 
ic. and determined to improve 
ties with Jordan and Egypt, But 
the new government's stalling 
on withdrawal from Hebron 
and on restarting talks with the 
Palestinians has made many 
Jordanians anxious that their 
own relations with Israel may 
start to erode. ■ 

New York Times 



Proxy War 

KURDISTAN HAS gone 
in flames again on a more 
serious level than the usu¬ 
al intermittent fighting 
between the clansmen or 
the region. 

The warfare has been 
the most serious since the 
first Iraqi military opera¬ 
tions launched to subdue 
the area in the recent 
past. What is most strik¬ 
ing and ironic in this 
whole affair is the at¬ 
tempt of the UN to pro¬ 
tect the Kurdish autono¬ 
mous region from the 
attacks of the Iraqi Army, 
without leaving a provi¬ 
sion that deals with intra- 
Kurdish warfare. 

In other words, it 
seems that the Iraqis can¬ 
not kill Kurds, but it is 
acceptable when Kurds 
are killing each other. 
The end result of violent 
death, seems to be an ac¬ 
ceptable outcome, how¬ 
ever. principled UN deci¬ 
sions can be made only in 
accordance with the side 
that perpetrates killing 
and destruction. 

To make things worse, 
the UN has no statute to 
deal with the facL that one 
clansmen leader has actu¬ 
ally asked Ihe Iraqi gov¬ 
ernment to intervene in 
the fighting to gain the 
upper hand. The denial 
syndrome which is still 
gripping the UN as well 
as the international com¬ 
munity. is irrational and 
unbelievable. It must be 
obvious by now. that the 
whole problem is not that 
of one single communi¬ 
ty's concern, or another, 
but rather the whole situ¬ 
ation in Iraq. 

The UN cannot make 
up its own mind on how 
to proceed on the com¬ 
plex problem of oil for 
food formula, moreover it 
is clear chat no one has 
the right to interfere in 
the internal Iraqi affairs. 
The most distinct contra¬ 
dictions between the El! 
and Russian interests as 
opposed to the US inter¬ 
ests. are making things 
even more difficult when 
it comes to the possible 
rehabilitation of Iraq 
within the international 
relations system. 

The neighboring coun¬ 
tries are anxious about 
the future of the Iraqi 
people irrespective of 
how they view the regime 
in Baghdad. At one point 
or another. Iraq is bound 
to become headline news. 

Jordan has made it 
clear that it rejects any 
foreign interference in 
the internal affairs of 
Iraq. Turkey is watching 
the situation carefully, 
lest it ends up having to 
cater for the thousands of 
Kurdish refugees who are 
likely to seek safely in its 
territory, while Syria, the 
traditional Arab foe of 
Iraq cannot feel comforta¬ 
ble to the display of Iraqi 

military' might. 

This leaves Iran and its 
habitual incursions into 
Iraqi Kurdistan, and rais¬ 
ing the tempo of conflict 
in the area. Clearly, what 
has actually been happen- i 
ing is a war by proxies in j 
Kurdistan, in which Iran 
is supporting one clans¬ 
men leader, while Iraq is' 
supporting the other 
meanwhile, the proxies of 
the Turkish government 
alongside the Turkish 
Army, are fighting the 
Kurdish communists 
<PKK), making Kurdi¬ 
stan. or at least the part of 
Iraq as wc have known it 
from the geography 
books, the battle grounds 
of all the antagonists in 
the area. 

The sad part, is the fact 
that the Kurds are the 
ones that are paying the 
price and their leadership 
is still pursuing tribal pol¬ 
itics as means to achieve 
an independent state. 
They are refusing to ac¬ 
knowledge the fact that, 
neither their tribal poli¬ 
cies nor their role as 
pawns in the game of 
proxies, are likely to real¬ 
ize their goals for them. 

The current circum¬ 
stances have also, a more 
dangerous dimension. 
The possibility of taking 
away the proxies, and in¬ 
stead, ignite the cinder of 
the already inflammable 
situation between Iraq 
and Iran, is a possible 
worst case scenario. If 
war breaks out between 
those two countries, it 
will not be for stupid rea¬ 
sons, but to fulfill the 
policy of dual contami¬ 
nant, or the control of the 
Kurdish oil pipe lines. B 
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H Jordanian exports to 
Arab countries over the 
first five months of this 
year reached JD 153 mil¬ 
lion. The exports include 
foodstuff, live animals, 
soft drinks, cigarettes, 
lubricating oils, chemi¬ 
cals, equipment and 

other manufactured 
commodities. 

■ The International 

Company for Industrial, 
•Commercial and Touris¬ 
tic Investments has 

signed contracts with 

French and British com¬ 
panies to prepare and 
execute designs and 

schemes for die Hilton 
and Sheraton five-stars 
hotels in Amman. The 
company's paid-up capi¬ 
tal is JD 14 million. The 
costs of these hotels are 
estimated at JD 48 mil¬ 
lion. The construction of 
the Sheraton Hotel will 
start next October and 
open in April 1998. The 
300-room hotel costs JD 
27 million. The costs of 
the Hilton Hotel is JD 21 
million, it has 226 rooms 
and will be opened in the 
same year. There are 
other 12 hotel projects to 
be executed in Jordan at 
a cost of JD 150 million. 

■ Jordanian exports to 
Saudi Arabia last year 
were estimated at $100 
million compared with 
imports of SI30 million 
from Saudi markets. 
These record a sharp rise 
of 100% as Jordanian 
exports to Saudi Arabia 
reached JD 54 million in 
the first half of this year. 
The Saudi technical team 
who visited Jordan 
recently, headed by 
Hamid A1 Oufi 
expressed his satisfaction 
with the advanced tech¬ 
nology used in Jordan by 
agricultural firms. Saudi 
Arabia is expected to 
double its imports from 
Jordan, particularly after 
the signing of the com¬ 
mercial agreement 
between the two coun¬ 
tries three months ago. 

■ The volume of 
bounced cheques over 
the first half of this year 
rose to 20700 cheques 
valued at JD 216.7 mil¬ 
lion. Bounced cheque 
averaged JD 1048 com¬ 
pared with JD 910 last 
year. The reasons behind 
this phenomenon are the 
economic recession and 
the shortage in domestic 
liquidity. 

■ The Industrial Devel¬ 
opment Bank has granted 
104 loans at a total of JD 
22.6 million in the first 
six months of this year. 
These loans went mainly 
to the tourism and indus¬ 
trial sectors. 


Jordanian electricity sector comes 

nearer to privatization 


AMMAN (Star)—In its efforts 
to sell large chunks of state 
industries, the government this 
week embarked on a program 
that will eventually lead to the 
privatization of electricity. 

One of the most important 
companies in the country, the 
government is pursuing a two- 
step strategy to privatize the JD 
230 million industry. 

What happened this week 
was the conversion of die Jor¬ 
dan Electric Power Authority 
(JEPA) into a National Electric 
Power Company, says the Min¬ 
ister of Energy Hashim Ai Dab- 


bas. Electricity is still in gov¬ 
ernment bands but it is to be 
wholly run on commercial 
basis. 

It can be argued that this step 
will allow the government to 
fatten the industry further and 
increase its profitability so it 
can sell it at a higher price 
when the time comes. 

The authority has managed 
to electrify 99 percent of the 
country at the highest interna¬ 
tional standards, according to 
Mohammad Said Arafeh, the 
director of JEPA. 

Minister Al Dabbas says that 


electricity is a vital factor for 
life and industry and a reflec¬ 
tion of the level of progress. 

The first electric power com¬ 
pany in the country was estab¬ 
lished in 1938. This was fol¬ 
lowed by another firm in Zerqa. 
Both were merged into one. In 
1961, the North Electric Power- 
Company was established in 
Irbid and was able to provide 
electricity to many areas m the 
Kingdom. Al Dabbas says. 

In 1967, the government 
established the Jordan Electric 
Power Authority. The govern¬ 
ment became responsible for 
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Fair designed to attract 
mutual trade between 
region and world 
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By Monther Ham dan 

Star Staff Writer 

UNDER THE patronage of the 
Minister of State. Mr Mifleh Al 
Reheimi, the Middle East Inter¬ 
national Trade Fair was inau¬ 
gurated last Sunday at the 
Amman International Exhibi¬ 
tion in Maij Al Hamam. 

The fair, in which 32 local 
and international companies 
are participating in, is a step 
towards putting. Jordan on the 
right course with regard to die 
development of its commercial 
and industrial sectors. Other 
companies participating in the 
fair are from Brazil, Italy, the 
Czech Republic and Syria. 

The exhibition is an opportu¬ 
nity for businessmen to get 


acquainted with the latest tech¬ 
nology employed by foreign 
companies. 

A large number of light and 
heavy industries were on dis¬ 
play. Those were metal cutters, 
stone processors and hydrome¬ 
chanics. Light industries prod¬ 
ucts included coffee machines, 
ceramics, and readymade wear. 

Companies all over the 
world are thinking seriously of 
marketing their products in the 
Middle East as a possible thriv¬ 
ing outlet. 

Jordan is one of those coun¬ 
tries which has a strategic loca¬ 
tion and a potential to promote 
its commercial and industrial 
development 

Beside its efforts towards 
reforming the economy and 
attracting investments. Jordan 



can serve as a crossing point 
for foreign products io other 
regional countries. “Most of the 
foreign companies have been 
invited to Jordan for the first 
time” said Munther Al Tamimi, 
the marketing manager of Uni¬ 
versal Exhibition Corp. He told 
The Star that the fair is a 
chance for these companies to 
have agents in Jordan. 

The Italian section in (he fair 
.is the biggest one as 28 Italian 
companies are participating. In 
the last three years, the Italian 
Institute for Foreign Trade bas 
been responsible for increasing 
the participation of the Italian 
companies in the region. 

“The reason behind the 
imminent presence of the Ital¬ 
ian companies in the fair is that 
because Italy is the second 
importer from and fourth 
exporter to Jordan," sdfd Mr 
Raffaele De Benedicts; the 
charge d’affaires of the Italian 
Embassy. Asked if Jordanian 
companies can be competitive 
to other foreign companies, he 
said that there are some fields 
like water isolation which Jor¬ 
dan can improve. “For mutual 
benefits, there can be joint 
ventures between Jordan and 
other countries displaying their 
products in the fair," he added. 
The fair ends today, Thursday 


Veterinary vaccine project signed 


AN AGREEMENT was signed this week 
between the M'nister of Planning Dr 
Rima Khalaf and the German Ambassa¬ 
dor in Amman Dr Heinrich Reiner that 
aims at further technical cooperation 
between Jordan and Germany. 

The agreement centers on aid for the 
“Production of Veterinary Vaccines and 
Sera,” a project that is carried oat by the 
Jordan Center for Veterinary Vaccines 
(JCWJ, in cooperation with GeseQschaft 
fur Technische Zusammenarbeit (GTZ) in 


Germany. 

This is the final phase of the project 
and Germany bas now contributed DM 
9.7 million to the project 

The aim of the project is to enable the 
JCW to supply the Jordanian market 
with higb-qnality veterinary vaccines. In 
the current phase, the JCW will be con¬ 
verted into an independent enterprise ran 
on commercial basis. 

The project .started in 1986 and is 
scheduled to continue until 1997. ■ 




*m a r k e t - - 

Highest and lowest performing'stories in the Amman Financial Market 


SEE25|/ 

V 

♦ Jordan Paperifc OrfhaunT 

4.92 

♦ Zmp invest. A Education 

4.81 

♦ Wool indoariet 

4.72 


♦ General Arabia Insurance 

♦ Jantm Wood Indnnries 
+ JIMCO 



SUNDAY 


♦ National Sled Industry 

♦ Wool hxfcrarie* 

♦ Livestock and ftwlpry 


♦ Ionian Wood Indusne* 

♦ Amman Investment Bank 

♦ The Industrial com modal 



MONDAY 


♦ Arab Medical Appliances 

♦ Arab Ek uiLi Industries 

♦ Middfc East Book 


♦ ((Kenned. petro-Cbenical 

♦ Universal Modem ‘ 

♦ Ionian Wood ■ 



TUESDAY 


♦ Jordan Tcbocsa A. Clgpfcks 

♦ Arab MaficaJ Appliances 

♦ Arab Bacnical Indoaiiea 


♦ Jordan Ctdf Insurance 

♦ Universal Modem Industries 

♦ Jonfec Wood Indmtries 



Q«MOnl Mm Pointer 

144-340 

144.270 

143410 

144800 

Trade Volume 

572878 

590246 

747228 

695768 

Stock Vofatm* 

522732 

514143 

622254 

722852 


HlgtMS* Traded Stocks 
♦ livestock and Poultry 12 S JB3 


132428 


♦ Livestock nod Poultry 131.237 ♦Arab Bank 1QZSOO ♦ LMstockurtPodtry 

AD data provided by ACCESS - Tel: 646868 Auc: 646949 


generating . aad .distributing 
electricity while the dearie 
power companies in Amman 
and irbid were operating in 
the districts. 

Power generafiraj in Jordan 
is high and will be affidm iiH 
at least the year 2005, Bat there 
is not so much scramas much 
as dependence on oil feel from 
outside. The minister says that 
35 percent of feel consumption 
in the Kingdom is usedfergep- 
erating electricity. 

Over the years, the electric¬ 
ity authority has become one of 
die major industries in the 
country. Its total invest 
expenditure is about JD 
million. At present, its tot 
assets are JD 1100 million. 

“We have retained revenues 
for consultation estimated at 56 
million," the minister adds. 
“The foundation of a national 
electric power company to run 
according to commercial basis 
is a step towards privatization 
and openness." it would mean 
greater competition mid finan¬ 
cial independence, die minister 
says. 

Later on. the Ministry of 
Energy will offer licenses for 
other power companies. These 
national companies will be in 
charge of producing and dis¬ 
tributing electricity. 

. This is in line with the gov¬ 
ernment philosophy which is to 
reduce monopolistic control, 
increase competition and 
upgrade the standard of ser¬ 
vices offered to citizens. 

The role of government will 
be to proride energy strategies 
and long-term planing. 




Dabbas 

■ There are 2523 employed in 
the electricity sector. With the 
creation of the company, these 
workers will be reduced. But 
Ihe workers needn't worry. 
Arafeh says that a decision has 
steady been made to transfer 
these workers into the Ministry 
of Energy. The workers will 
have their fefi rights and 
allowances. 

The-*Minister said that the 
new company will be linked to 
the Milisfry of Industry and 
Commerce (as it is the case 
with other companies in the 
Kingdom). The company’s 
total capital reserve is JD 270 
million. 

But what will happen to 
electricity prices, people are 
wondering. With every new 
move to the private sector, one 
can expect a rise in prices. Dr 
Dabbas, however, said that the 
government won’t make such 
increase at the present time. ■ 


24 Jordanian projects to 
be discussed at Cairo 
economic summit 

AMMAN (Star)—As the countdown to the Cairo Economic Sum¬ 
mit begins. Jordan unveils 24 projects in the fields of energy, 
mining, transport, tourism, communications and electricity which 
it will submit to the venue on 11 October. 

Jordanian companies from the public and private sectors are 
also to participate in the summit. Dr Yousef Mansour of the Min¬ 
istry of Planning said. 

There are still doubts if the Cairo economic Summit will- be~ 
convened on time. However, all participating countries have al* 
ready prepared their projects. ■ - < 

A book is to be issued containing further details of those 24 
projects in addition to booklets on investment in Jordan and the 
new economic regulations. 

Jordanian projects have a more local angle rather than a region¬ 
al one. Dr Mansour said. 

He also maintained that the new economic regulations will lead 
to a noticeable progress in Jordan’s economy. The custom’s law 
will mean more trading, because the price of commodities will be 
lowered and raise the level of productivity and income of citi¬ 
zens. 

The law of securities will increase the competence of the finan¬ 
cial markets, and the new International Trade Law will protect 
the local industries against flotation. This will lead to new job op¬ 
portunities in the private sector. 

Adopting these new economic regulations by the Jordanian 
government, will have a positive effect on the list of projects that 
are to be discussed in the summit. This will also help Jordan to 
fulfill its objective to be a centre for commerce in the region. Dr 
Mansour added. ■ 


True economic cooperation 

AS THE peace process drags forward and Israel's economy 
gradually becomes integrated with that of the region, we .in. - 
often promised of the rmits of such integration. While it '*> 
understood that the process or peace is a long one. and by no 
means complete, this might be an appropriate lime, nonet I a 
less, to see how peace at the governmental level is being 
translated into peace on the commercial front. 

One of die most noticeable results in terms of business rein 
tions has been the reduction in tariffs on Jordanian and Israeli 
goods. Although outright prohibitions on some goods still e\- 
isi on items such os tomato paste and table nail for the case of 
Jordan, both sides have undertaken a process of reducing tar¬ 
iffs on selected items. Israel, for example, hopes to reduce 
tariffs on textiles from 72 percent to 12 percent by the year 
2000. Moreover, according to the Agreement on Trade and 
Cooperation between the two countries, Israel has agreed to 
reduce tariff duties by 10 percent for two years and an addi- 
tional five percent the third year on items including infant 
food, cheese and tires origination in Israel. For its pan, Jor¬ 
dan has agreed to reduce tariffs by 50 percent on such items 
as cosmetics, lenses, and kitchenware, and hy 100 percent on 
paints, chocolates, and televisions originating in Jurdan. In 
their place however, have been set up a scries of bureaucratic 
measures which makes one yearn for the days of higher tar¬ 
iffs. 

Both the Jordanian and Israeli sick's have set up a series ot 
administrative procedures which willingly or not, impede 
trade. Regulations as to the number and"type of vehicles al¬ 
lowed to carry goods over the border, (ravel documentation, 
insufficient facilities at border crossings, and testing require¬ 
ments have added unnecessary time and costs lor "the busi¬ 
nessman. 

These administrative procedures, which .ire undoubtedly 
common in most parts of the world, have turned into bureau¬ 
cratic nightmares in this part Only tracks registered prior to 
1967. for example, arc allowed to enter Jordan from Israel. 
Moreover, these vehicles must rvcross the border prior to a 
15:00 deadline, which if violated, offenders of this rale uuim 
undergo a 12 day security check costing approximately $70t >. 

Unfortunately, the bureaucratic red tape docs not ciid there. 
There are numerous other examples of administrative proce¬ 
dures which appear to have no other purpose other than to 
frustrate business activity. While there has been clear 
progress on the tariff front, the respective governments do not 
appear to be making much headway on the administrative as¬ 
pects of conducting trade which is essential for true economic 
cooperation. ■ 


Saudi-Cairo Bank 
receives lower rating 

CAPITAL INTELLIGENCE announced that it has downgraded 
the long-term rating of Saudi-Cairo Bank (SCB) from BBB to 
BBB-. The bank's short-term rating is reaffirmed at A-2 and a 
stable outlook has been assigned for the next 12 months. 

With total assets of $5 billion at end 1995, SCB is Saudi Ara¬ 
bia’s eighth largest bank, controlling a 5_5 percent market share. 
The bank's capital is 55 percent owned by private Saudi interests, 
25 percent by the statecontrolled Public Investment Fund and 20 
percent by the Cairo-based Banquet du Cairo. 

Most recently. United Saudi Commercial Bank’s chairman. 
Prince Al Waleed Bin Talal Bin Abdul Aziz AI Saudi, acquired 
33.496 of SCB’s capital. A merger between SCB and United Sau¬ 
di is the most likely scenario over the medium term and this pros¬ 
pect is viewed as positive as the two bank’s profiles complement 
each ocher in many respects. ■ 


AFM unaffected by 
American strikes 
on Iraq 


THE STOCK indicator at the Amman Financial Market wav 
record high at nearly 145 points this week. Such an upward trend 
continued from last week. The starting point was 141 points, regis¬ 
tering a further push at the teginning of this week. This is really 
encouraging news for investors. The last rise represents the highest 
increase in three months. " 

•It was driven by the noticeahlc increase in the shares value i»i 
the Arab Bank at JD 4 per share. 

The Bank announced its mid-annual earnings al JD 95 milliun. 
its share closed at JD 235 which is the highest since lust March. 

The increase favored the traded stock of the hanking .sectin as 
the banks indicator rose to 180 points. This figure was Ijsi record¬ 
ed in May. • 

however after the American missile strikes on Iraq hist Tues¬ 
day, the dealers felt slightly perplexed and traded "with a \igilaiu 
attitude" of what might happen later on. This atmosphere contin¬ 
ued, however, share prices remained stable. Some brokers say that 
there are internal local factors that provide support and backing for 
share prices. External factors are of no major concern. 

Total dealings at the end of this week were at JD 69(*.0tXl. 2.' 
percent of which was made on the parallel market. 

However, on the international markets, the American aggression 
on.'Iraq has led to a rise in the crude oil prices and greatly influ¬ 
enced the European and American stock exchanges. The price o! 
Brent crude oil was up to reach $22.75 per barrel la rise of $1.21 1 . 
The Aoierican crude oil price was up to reach $23.48 per barrel. 
Economic analysts expect the price of the western Texas Crude oil 
to read) $30. 

The British. French and German Stock exchanges witnessed a 
decline, after the American strikes, while the prices of the Ameri¬ 
can shares recorded a sharp fall. Dealers were anxious of a further 
increase in interest rates. Daw Jones fell 50 points to reach 55ftti 
points. 

The price cif the dollar and gold, being the safe shelter for funds, 
shows a remarkable rise. ■ 
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Middle East Bank open doors 


By Jody Aita 

UNITED NATIONS—The 
United Stales and Russia last 
week formally opened the 
agreement for the Bank for 
Economic Cooperation and 
Development in the Middle 
East and North Africa, paving 
the way for economic and 
commercial integration of the 
region and hopefully bolster¬ 
ing the sagging peace process. 

Representatives of the two 
nations, co-sponsors of the 
Middle East peace process, 
deposited the agreement with 
the UN secretary general and 
declared the pact open for sig¬ 
natures by prospective mem¬ 
bers. The bank Will be located 
in Cairo. It can begin opera¬ 
tions once perspective mem¬ 
bers complete their domestic 
ratifications and the agreement 
enters into force. 

The bank has capital of 
$3300 million and drawing 
rights of about $5,000 million, 
the founders said. 


“This unique new institu¬ 
tion, the result of an historic 
joint proposal by Egypt, Israel, 
Jordan, and the Palestinians, is 
designed to support the Middle 
East peace process by strength¬ 
ening and expanding the eco¬ 
nomic foundation necessary 
for a durable peace in the 
region," a joint US-Russian 
statement said. 

The agreement, “will pro¬ 
mote private sector investment, 
regional infrastructure devel¬ 
opment and regional economic 
cooperation." .Hie projected 
bank will complement die 
work of existing institutions 
such as the World Bank and 
“will support regional efforts 
to establish an open, competi¬ 
tive regional economy charac¬ 
terized by cooperative relations 
and sustainable economic 
growth,” the statement added. 

US Ambassador Edward 
Gnehra said the United States 
believes the bank will play a 
crucial role in the peace 
process. 

The fundamental aim of the 


J_ 


agreement is "to set up a bank 
unique to the Middle East to 
deal with regional develop¬ 
ment projects, to help eco¬ 
nomic dialogue in the region, 
and to be specifically tailored 
to tbe problems of the region 
and bring the economic bene¬ 
fits of peace to people." said 
Goehm, the deputy permanent 
representative to the UN. 

“We know that peace 
becomes durable, permanent, 
and reinforced when .people 
feel the benefits of peace and 
that means in their lives, that 
means their income, that 
means their jobs, and that 
means their economic well¬ 
being," the US ambassador 
said. 

Russian Ambassador Vasily 
Sidorov noted that the bank 
adds two dimensions to the 
Mideast peace effort. 

The Middle East batik “has a 
political dimension; it has an 
economic dimension as well," 
Sidorov said. “We believe it is 
of specific importance right 
now because the peace process 


in the Middle East is not in m, 
best shape.’’ 

The hank "has- a certain 
symbolic importance underlin¬ 
ing that wc—as co-sponsors of 
this peace process—still attach 
paramount importance to push¬ 
ing ahead with this process and 
we believe this fact will have 
certain positive influence on 
the peace process in the Mid¬ 
dle East." said Sidorov, die 
first deputy permanent repre¬ 
sentative to the UN. 

Both envoys appeared confi¬ 
dent that the peace process 
would continue and the hank 
would soon he suppuninv 
water projects and other devel¬ 
opment e lions alone with 
social programs. 

"There is a peace process, 
both of our governments me 
committed to it. W e have been 
through good times and had 
times and (the Palestinians and 
Israelis) remain committed tt» 
the process." Gnehin said B 
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New issue of 
Amman magazine 

• The 23rd edition of the monthly cultural maga¬ 
zine Amman is now available on selected news¬ 
stands. The magazine reviews die activities held in 
the The fourth Fuheis Festival. There is also a pan¬ 
oramic article by Izzedin Manasrah on Amman's 
coffee shops and restaurants. 

The edition included a feature on Abu Dhabi by 
Mohammad A1 Tbaher and an art critique by 
Kifah A1 Habib on the lately held Arab Women 
Artists Exhibition. A full interview with the Syrian 
artist Tareq Al Shareef sheds light on the Arab art 
movement. This is in addition to the cultural activi¬ 
ties held last month and the latest issues of books 
in Amman. 
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Myths of Heart and Home 


Taking refuge in art 


By Munther Ham dan 

Star Staff Writer 


T he paintings of the Iraqi 
artist Batool Al F ekaiki 
displayed at Baladna art 
Gallery are the outcome 
of the artist's nostalgia to die 
sieged city, Baghdad. The war 
created a bitter experience in 
the artist which is expressed in 
most of her paintings. Al 
Fekaiki’s exhibition, titled 
Myths of Heart and Home, is a 
combination of her personal 
experience and the yearning to 


the homeland. The exhibition 
was opened this week under the 
patronage of Princess Wijdan 
Ali. 

Homesick is the word to 
describe Fekaiki’s paintings. 
Memories of Baghdad and its 
people is inherent in the heart 
and mind of the artist to the 
extent that loving one's country 
becomes an obsession. The 
relation between the two— that 
is the artist and the home—is 
heightened to the utmost spiri¬ 
tual levels. Living away from 






her homeland, Al Fekaiki seeks 
to portray the tiny details of 
Baghdad. 

Myths of Heart and Home is a 
glorification of the setting where 
one is bom. It is a venture 
through the past when the child 
is bom into a mysterious and 
huge world.. The child comes to 
a city full of riddles and sym¬ 
bols. But as one matures enough 
he starts uncovering those 
secrets to find that what used to 
be a source of beauty and pleas¬ 
ure has turned hideous. “I am 
pessimistic and that can be seen 
in my melancholic paintings," 
A l Fekaiki told The Star. 

Silence is a major characteris¬ 
tic which prevails in ail of her 
works. But even if the paintings 
are silent on i the surface, one 
feels that they are seething 
inside. They express the artist's 
anger at the current situation and 
the absence of human values. “If 
there was no war and sanctions 
were not imposed on Baghdad I 
am sure my works would appear 
different," she said. 

Her concentration on the body 
and city as one structure points 
out to the conflict that one lives 
in exile. later on, this became a 
theme which found its way in 
the artist's works and provided 
her with plenty of ideas. 

In exile, the artist draws 
’mythical pictures of his home 
which he could never draw 
when living inside his country. 

Though Al Fekaiki’s paint¬ 
ings are mainly about the trag¬ 
edy of Baghdad, the themes are 
applicable to every human situa- 
tipn. This is the case with some 
works like Forming the Scene in 
which one can detect the artist’s 
distinguished style. 

However, this is not the case 


with other paintings like The 
Moon of Exile and To Baghdad. 
The setting here is rather differ¬ 
ent since the artist is influenced 
by the historical significance of 
the site. 

The ancient history of Bagh¬ 
dad is part of the Fekailti’s 
works. She employed the histori¬ 
cal element as testimony to the 
greatness of the city. In almost 
all of her paintings, she is preoc¬ 
cupied with the ancient build¬ 
ings of Baghdad and the relig¬ 
ious places which were built by 
a whole nation. 

AJ Fekaiki does not alienate 
herself from the past or place 
■herself away from the accumula¬ 
tive achievements of her people. 
The old culture is a rich source 
of which many Iraqi and Arab 
artists made use in their works. 
The Sumerian artistic elements 
are introduced to Al Fekaild’s 
paintings as parts of a whole 
structure. For example, there is 
the wide eyes which historically 
stood for the minor of soul. 

The pessimistic view of life is 
conveyed through the dark 
atmosphere of the paintings. The 
city and its alleys are painted 
dark to either represent the cur¬ 
rent situation resulted from war 
or to seek sublime in the myster¬ 
ious shrines and places of wor¬ 
ship. It is just like searching for 
a shelter or a hermitage among 
all this destruction. 

Al Fekaiki was bom in Bagh¬ 
dad and graduated from the 
Institute of Am in 1963. She 
participated in many local and 
international art exhibitions. 
Some of these were Al Wasiti 
Festival in Baghdad in 1973, 
Iraqi Modem Art exhibition in 
Italy in 1990 and the Arab artists 
Exhibition in London in 199S. ■ 


From 


the end of the world 
to Amman 


By Anca de Maio 

Special to The Star 

T he Folkloric Ballet of 
Chile fBafochi) has 
come "from the end of 
the World" to display before 
the Jordanian public the “joy, 
beauty, colour and harmony" 
of Chilean customs and tradi¬ 
tions, the Ambassador of Chile 
in Amman. Mr George Igle- 
sjas told the audience who 
came to see the first of three 
concerts lost week. 

Held at the Al Hasson Audi¬ 
torium in the University of Jor¬ 
dan. the picturesque costumes, 
the typical hats, the rhythmic 
hand-clapping, the waving col¬ 
ourful handkerchiefs, and the 
spinning around of the Chilean 
national dance "in Cucca" 
charmed the audience. 

After a stop-over in Egypt 
(where they participated in an 
international folklore festival), 
the gifted young professional 
dancers and musicians gave a 
thrilling performance. 

On Sunday 8 September the 
public will have another 
opportunity to familiarize 
themselves with Latin Ameri¬ 
can values and songs at the 
Royal Cultural Centre. 

This cultural event takes 
place under the patronage of 


Her Majesty 
Queen Noor 
within the 
framework of 
the Theatre-in- 
Education pro¬ 
gram of the 
Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation, and 
in cooperation 
with the 

Embassy of 
Chile. The Chi¬ 
lean Indepen¬ 
dence Day is 
celebrated on 18 
September. 

Although the 
creator, director, 
and choreogra¬ 
pher of the bal¬ 
let Mr Pedro 
could not r ,... , 

accompany his Lftilttm da 

group to Jordan, the perfor¬ 
mances have proved excellent 
Bafochi succeeded in giving a 
true image of Chilean folklore 
and tradition. 

In the first part of the show, 
the group concentrated on 
espousing their country's dis¬ 
tinct characteristics, however 
in the latter shows, the Latin 
American dimension naturally 
became a part of the group's 
performances. 

With music arid bright cos- 



Chilean dancers perform a Polynesian-like thrills 


tumes. the group presented the 
very best in dance, the folklore 
ballet was typically Latin 
American. 

Harmoniously binding 
Andine folklore with symbolic 
dance, the group presented 
classical ballet, the “salza" and 
"tango," and northern Chilean 
dances. A Polynesian-like cho¬ 
reography overwhelmed the 
show. Bafochi displayed both 
originality and universality. 

“All we knew was Lambada, 


but we had no idea of what "la 
Cueca" and the rest meant," 
one of the students at one of 
the performances last week 
said. Now thanks to Bafochi, 
they know a lot more. 

No doubt this Sunday’s 
show will be equally thrilling. 
Latin American dances have 
become part of the Amman 
cultural scene since the last 
couple of years and no doubt it 
is proving a worthwhile experi¬ 
ence. ■ 


Summer ‘96 displays serious art 


By Star staff writer 

S ummer *96 which was 
opened last August at 
Darat A! Funun is an 
artistic extravaganza. In addi¬ 
tion to activities like film show¬ 
ing, theater performance, music 
and lectures, the outdoor art 
exhibitions are quite unique. 

Several exhibitions of differ¬ 
ent artistic styles are spread 
over wide spaces in the Darat 
As you move in, you first see 
the mosaic exhibition which is 
displayed in the Byzantine 
Church. Titled paradise mosaic, 
the exhibition consists of 
mosaic constructions reflecting 
natural scenes. 

These constructions are 
made to present a true picture 


fish, trees etc. Being displayed 


at the church, they take the 
viewer back in time when 
churches used to abound with 
these works of art. The works 
are canted out by the graduates 
of the Madaba Mosaic school. 

As you move upstairs, you 
are faced with another exhibi¬ 
tion titled Al Basta. Al Basta in 
Arabic means the place where 
the goods are displayed to the 
public. The aim of the exhibi¬ 
tion is to move art to the out¬ 
side community and keep it 
away from the indoor, closed 
setting. -- 

The idea of Al Basta is the 
brainchild of the Palestinian 
artist Nasser Al So ami along 
with other Jordanian artists. 
They decided to use crates of 
the same size and shape in their 

u« iiuiuc ut sluuCa, glass, 
wood and etc. 


A human king's head 
carved in rock is an amazing 
sculptor that comes next on the 
show. Weather conditions 
helped Ali Taleb, the artist, to 
choose this particular rock and 
create a head out of it 

Way up in the Darat lies a 
glass construction exhibition 
by the Iraqi artist Araz Taleb. 
The panes of glass are con¬ 
structs to convey different 
shapes if viewed from different 
angles. 

Taleb says that he first 
became acquainted with glass 
through the glass triangles that 
reflect reality. 

A photography exhibition by 
tiie Jordanian artist and archi¬ 
tect Ammar Khammasb 
sheds light on the uniqueness 
.. in Jordan. 

Such villages include Sam ad, 
Ma’in, Soiimia and others. 


Kh am mash, who specializes in 
anthropology and archaeology 
concentrated on the human 
dimension when shooting his 
pictures. 

fthammash went inside old 
houses to take pictures for the 
old beds, sheets, blankets and 
pots. He presented the simplic¬ 
ity of life in the village and 
commented on the pictures 
quoting old people living in 
these areas. 

The Darat also holds a hand¬ 
made paper and graphics 
shows. 

Summer ‘96 which runs 
until next October, provides 
the average person and art lov¬ 
ers with the opportunity to get 
acquainted with works of art 
made out of simple and natural 
materials yet conveying deep 
meanings. ! 


Abu Shakra 
organizes 
trainig course 


ABU SHAKRA Trading Agency In cooperation with Elizabeth 
Arden International Company conducted a training course in the 
company's headquarters in Geneva for a selected group of the Abu 
Shakra staff members to brief them on the latest make-up and skin 
care from EUzebeth Arden. 

Mr Rami Abu Shaker, the general manager of the agency 
accompanied the group on its Geneva trip and assured Abu Shakra’s 
continued commitment to improve training skills for all its 
members. 

Mr Mike Durant, the export director for the ME and Africa from 
Elizabeth Arden welcomed the trainees, praised their achievements 
and distributed certificates for their successful completion of the 
course.! 


Euro-Med culture 
takes place in Brussels 

QN 9-10 September, a meeting will take place in Brussels on pro¬ 
jects concerning the Euro-Mediterranean cultural heritage. This is 
in the framework of the social, cultural and human aspect of the 
Euro-Mediterranean Partnership, launched at the Barcelona Con¬ 
ference in 1995. The object of die meeting is to strengthen tire dia¬ 
logue on common cultural questions and to launch concrete 
regional projects aiming at the enhancement of the cultural 
heritage. 

The Brussels meeting represents the follow-up to the Ministerial. 
Conference (22-23 April 1996 on cultural heritage in Bologna) 
where the 27 Ministers of Culture reaffirmed, in a common Dec¬ 
laration. the recognition of respective cultural traditions, and the 
need to reinforce cultural dialogue. 

This meeting, which brings together the representatives of Min¬ 
istries of Culture of the Member States of the European Union and 
of the Mediterranean partners, as well as experts on cultural heri¬ 
tage and representatives of international organizations, is orga¬ 
nized to set up a mechanism for the follow-up of the Bologna 
Conference. The priority objective of this meeting is to identify 
and propose concrete regional projects associating as many Euro- 
Mediterranean partners as possible. 

According to the Bdlogna Declaration, the projects should be in 
one of die following fields: 

Promoting knowledge of heritage through the dissemination of 
information, awareness programs for the public and decision¬ 
makers, inventory of heritage, know-how and techniques: Devel¬ 
oping heritage policy through exchanging experience, strengthen¬ 
ing of heritage policies and institutional support. Training in skills 
and professions related to heritage and to cultural activities; High¬ 
lighting heritage by establishing an inventory of, as well as devel¬ 
oping a network between historical sites used as scenic sites, and 
by promotion of tourism. ■ 


Go and 6 Clean up 
the World’ 


By Star Staff Writer 

POLLUTION IS the curse of 
industrialization. People are 
becoming increasingly con¬ 
cerned about nature, the envi¬ 
ronment and the need to pro- 
tea it. This concern has 
become much more global. 

The Rio summit a , 
couple of years ago was 
precisely convened to 
draw up a strategy 'Jr ' 
designed to • 
increase the wyOX 

greenness /\p{V 
of the [ \v 
world and 
fight such 

things os pollution and the 
green house effect. 

It is with this in mind that 
joint action for the protection 
of nature is coming about. It is 
with this in mind that the 
“Clean Up The World" cam¬ 
paign will be held between 20- 
22 September. 

Called Clean Up The World 
(CUW), an Australian environ¬ 
mental company took upon 
itself to congregate all interna¬ 
tional efforts of governmental 
and non-governmental organi¬ 
zations concerned about envi¬ 
ronment in the world to save 
the earth from an environmen¬ 
tal catastrophe. The company 
succeeded in 1995 in launch¬ 
ing a global cleaning campaign 
in cooperation with the United 


Nations Environmental Pro¬ 
gram (UNEP) and the Orga¬ 
nizing Committees. 

On the local level, the cam¬ 
paign will be very active as 
well. 

* \ The Jor- 

dan Envi- 
-tfw' ronmental 

r iWa Society 

b/«r (JES) will 
Of again be taking 

• an active part It was 
f- an active participant in 
P*- the 1995 campaign. U 
called on several local 
organizations, schools, 
the Army and municipalities, 
and organized what was called 
the Zerqa Govern orate’s 1995 
clean up. About 10,000 stu¬ 
dents participated in the 
campaign. 

This year the CUW is plan¬ 
ning, in cooperation with the 
UNEP, to hold clean ups in 
local areas. 

This campaign is so impor¬ 
tant that, on a long term basis, 
we can expect to see Jordan 
glowing with “health/ 1 
results. The Jordan Environ¬ 
ment Society, on its part, will 
see to it that as many people as 
possible mil contribute to the 
success of the campaign. The 
society, which views all Jorda¬ 
nians as members, is busy 
addressing the people to 
achieve the noble goals of the 
campaign.! 
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When seelng-oye dogs dream 



"Well, hero we are, my little chickadee.’ 


m 


but T have ia wash 
my ha\r 1&night r -' 





WORSE. 


■zZZ^OhfTr* sorry,ha 
'j’tove h w rfhe my TWite 
company and fell ihem how much I i 
-- (lave iter product 



‘Well, I’m not sure if we can afford stomach 
Insurance—right now we’re trying to put the kids 
through the email Intestine.” 


Exhibitions 

! Summer *96, at Darat al 
Ftmon, continues till 10 Oc¬ 
tober. 

MTapis Volant, at The 
French Cnltnral Centre, 
continues from 8 till 24 Sep¬ 
tember. 

Films 

! Samia Halaby, at Darat al 
Funun, today at 6:00 pm. 

! Les Ckauans , at The 
French Cnltnral Centre, 9 
September* at 8:00 pm. 

! Noddy Coes to Toytand and 
Garfield on the Town, at The 
British Council, 10 Septem¬ 


ber, at 5:00 pm. 

! Six Wives of Henry, at The 
British Council, U Septem¬ 
ber, at 7:00 pm. 

Lectures 

■ The Aesthetics of the Rela¬ 
tionship between Man and his 
Environment , by Dr George Al 
Sayegh, at Darat al Funun, 8 
September. 

Concerts 

! American jazz duo James 
Linahon and Thames hynes at 
Darat al Funun, 11 Septem¬ 
ber. 
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Czech Republic grows by giving away 

fcT“V • 


Privatize as fast as possible’ 


0 YAl*ER 

a WoklpTimes r. 
'T TribuneMondiale T 
v TiemtoMundia i. ^ 

\ 


L,M ‘1 • MANILA • MEXICO CITY • MOSCOW • PANAMA CITY • QUITO ■ SAN JOSE • TAIPEI • TOKYO 

The Czech Republic’s privatization pro- 
grain. Singapore’s Central Provident Fund. 
Malaysia’s “bunriputra” policy. Chile’s pen¬ 
sion system. From the perspective of 
emerging economies, these are best prac¬ 
tices in practice—policies, programs and 
institutions which have helped them achieve 
impressive growth rates year after year. Best 
°f all, there is no copyright that prevents 
°ther nations from adopting these practices 

“thing attracts lenders like being debt-free 

ingapores pot of 
Id dazzles money 
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Byjaroslav Veis 

t was early 1990 when Vaclav 
Klaus won his first battle in the cam¬ 
paign—waged under the slogan, 
“Privatize as fast as possible'’—to 
transform the Czech Republic into 
a modem democracy with free mar¬ 
ket economy. 

His victory was bom of a refusal. 
When offered the position of gov¬ 
ern or of the Czech National Bank, 
from which he would have been 
able to keep an eye on die inflation 
rate but do little to influence die 


development of the national economy, 
Klaus declined. Instead, he opted for the 
position of finance minister. 

As finance minister, Klaus had the 
dour necessary to change the blueprint 
fordie Czech Republic’s economic tran¬ 
sition. By pushing the rapid privatiza¬ 
tion of the economy, Klaus and his sup¬ 
porters were sending the message that 
any private owner is better than the state. 
They put an end to the previous transi¬ 
tion process, which aimed to create a hy¬ 
brid between the socialist command 
economy and market theories. 

- When Klaus went to work, he had die 
advantage of work- 


assets have been restituted to their own¬ 
ers and businesses worth $25 billion 
were converted into privately held joint 
stock companies by the end ofl993. 

£n addition to these purely econom¬ 
ic steps, the Czech Republic separated 
from the federation with Slovakia on 
January 1,1993. At the rime, the move 
was seen only from the political point of 
view, with analysts characteriz- 
ingit as a step towards stability, 
nniniir But it soon became obvious that 
rlfflWlt it was die Czech Republic who 
gained economically by sepa- 
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mg with an econo¬ 
my that was proba¬ 
bly the best of any 


Tiff CZECH MIRACLE 


rating from die poorer Slovak Republic: 
pundits talked about cutting the money- 
pipeline from Prague to die Slovak cap¬ 
ital, Bratislava. 

As a result of these moves, the Czech 
Republic was touted as a success story. 
Both its political and economic transi¬ 
tions were cited as examples ofliow to 
manage change, and Klaus—who be¬ 
came prune minister in 1992—became 
fond of declaring that the Czech Re¬ 
public's transition period was complete. 
There are those who disagree. 

Today,six years after the first steps of 
Klaus's transition were taken, his critics 
say this is wishful 


percent stake overall), you can’t call it 
privatization." 

The banks, direedy or through their 
investment funds, control the majority 
of the Czech economy. Tins is why some 
conservative economists and jK»li ticians 
in the country liave started to talk about 
“banking socialism," their term lor the 
situation where managers of private 
banks (controlled by die sate) control 
the Czech economy. 

According to Prague Business Jour¬ 
nal, the country's inability to fully priva¬ 
tize its banks or regulate its stock market 
is undermining privatization and diose 
who have bet on it. such as die minority 
shareholders who emerged from two 
waves of‘“voucher privatization.*’ 

Many hoped diat taking part in die 


voucher privatization would enable diem 
to participate in the national process of 
privatization. The scheme, never used 
on a large scale before, started success¬ 
fully. For 1,000 crowns everyone over 1S 
could get 1,000 vouchers and “buy" 
from the list of government stocks. Some 
decided to invest their vouchers on their 
own. others to invest through newly 
founded invesunent funds. 

The two waves of voucher privati¬ 
zation were organized by the govern¬ 
ment. In the end of 1995 a group of 
young investors—Motoinvest group— 
started what they called “die third wave 
of privatization.'’ The idea was to per¬ 
suade individual minority stock-owners 
to sell dieir bonds for more or less good 
► AS FAST AS POSSIBLE PAGE 2 
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Provide 
city state' 

Now* the 
may reel ini 
age those 
Instituted ingC 
made Singapore 
vestors by keeping 
Through this system 6 
Singapore created a 
savings that allowed it to 
sive foreign debt many 3 &v e lopmg 
countries rack up in die pipless 0 fin- 
dustrializaoon. 

The Central Provident Fumf REPvrti.\g 
(CPF), which requires citizen^ 
to set aside 40 percent of their \ 
earnings for saving, has helped ^ 


SINGAPORE’S FUND MAGNET 


Singapore’s Central 
*<1 has helped the 
Ll foreign funds, 
r-old institution 
ople who mon¬ 


th* CPF has 
Ui foreign in- 
debt-free. 
ced savings, 
f domestic 
dike mas- 


Year 

Forei^ Direct 
investment 

%GDP 

Growth 

1991 

4,888 

6.7 

1992 

6,730 

6.0 

1996 

829 

10.1 

1994 

7,900 

10.1 


1995 n/a 
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SOUWCWf KM) MM* 


FROM 


the country fill its coffers and devgfop 
into a regional financial powerhbuae. 
With current reserves of more thah 
S$60 billion (US$ 42.9 billion),it hai : 
become a cornerstone of Singapore’s 
fiscal strength. Now, eager to expand its 
role as a financial center, the govern¬ 
ment is releasing the purse strings to at¬ 
tract foreign fund managers keen to tap 
local investment dollars. 

The CPF has served as an important 
tool in pulling the country out of debt. 
When it was first set up in 1955, the is¬ 
land had a negative savings rate. By 


1990, the savings rate of the economy 
had increased to 45 percent of GNP, 
giving the government a pool of funds 
to mobilize for investment. 

The program, imposed on Singa¬ 
pore’s working population, began as a 
retirement savings scheme. But 
it has evolved into a social se¬ 
curity system which allows cit¬ 
izens to use their savings for ap- 
from 


proved uses ranging 
housing payments to mutual fund in¬ 
vestments. 

Broadly, the CPF works by requir¬ 
ing workers and employers to each 
contribute 20 percent of earnings—to 
a maximum of S$1,200—into an indi¬ 
vidual's three accounts, resulting in a 
40 percent savings rate. The individual 
can later secure loans against their Or- 
diiijtrv. Medisave and Special accounts 
forfepusing, education, or medical pay¬ 
ments. More recently,citizens have also 
used their CPF money to pay for in- 
* ► POT OF GOLD PAGE 2 


Year 


post-communist 

1991 

600- 

-15.9- 

state. Czech oslova- 

1992 

1,103- 

-8.5- 

kia had a well-qual- 

1993 

568 

0.9 

died labor force, 

1994 

862 

2.6 


1995 n/a 
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political stability, a 
Comparatively very 
low inflation rate 

and the smallest foreign debt in the regon. 
By the time he liad finished, the country’s 
debt had an A rating, and foreign investors 
had turned on a tap that poured over 
US$5 billion into the country between 
1990 and 1995. 

Klaus and other economists intro¬ 
duced restitution of property in1990, 
small-scale privatization and liberaliza- 
& tion of prices of consumer goods in 
1991, the first wave of “voucher privati¬ 
zation” and liberalization of interest 

rates in1992, the second wave of vouch- 

tur« s erprivafixation in 1994, full convcrribiJ- 

tk- M slllc ‘ lh n die currency and membership in 

tr.tp priiSi OECD inl995 and submitted an official 
r al 

h l[ p ,jrd 

SayecP-T 




tier. 


Lee 




ef* 5 ., sfi: 


application for full membership in the 
European Union this year. 

According to government estimates, 
22,000 smaS-scale businesses with a 
value of $ 1 billion were sold between 


__ A «" en !i & 1990 and 1993, over $4 billion worth of 

LinaW* pyoofl' 


thinking—that a 
“best practice" 
has yet to be fully 
put in practice. 
They claim that 
die fiscally conser¬ 
vative rhetoric of 
the government is 
far from the kind 
of European so¬ 
cial democracy it practices. 

The biggest criticism of die reforms 
is their superficiality. The largest indus¬ 
trial enterprises have not yet undergone 
deep structural changes yet. The level of 
state ownership is stiff high. For exam¬ 
ple, the four strongest banks in the 
Czech Republic, which dominate the lo¬ 
cal financial markets, are not as private 
as the>' declare. The state controls be¬ 
tween 30 and 60 percent of die coun¬ 
try's four largest banks. 

Nor does the state show any inten¬ 
tion of loosening its control. “The way 
how [banks] were privatized is not real 
privafization,"says important Czech en¬ 
trepreneur Viktor Koflen in a recerit in¬ 
terview for the prestigious Czech 
Ekonom weekly. “If 30 percent of glob¬ 
al deposit certificates issued by 
Komereru banka carry voting rights for 
Czech National Bank (which has a 49 


Getting rid of your army is good for business 

Peace dividend 
is permanent in 
Costa Rica 


By Peter Brennan 

n Latin America, armies are a 
source of intimidation, corruption 
and brutality—and dial’s against 
their own citizens. 

So what would happen if a coun- 
I try just got rid of its army? 

As the first nation in the world to 
constitutionally abolish its 
army, following a brief civil war 
in 1948, Costa Ricans will be 
die first to proudly declare that 
life is better all around. “I don ’t 
know of any economist in die country 
who would say it's bad to not liave an 
army," says Jorge Corrales.former pres¬ 
ident of the Central Bank. 

Situated in turbulent Central Amer¬ 
ica, Costa Rica has spent its funds to 
improve its health and education sys¬ 
tems, with the result dial it’s far better 
off than its neighbors. Neighboring 
Honduras may operate fighter jets, but 
its literacy rate is only 7 1 percent, com¬ 
pared to 94 percent in Costa Rica. 
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Guatemala can show off its tanks, but 
only 26.5 percent of its children attend 
elementary school, compared to 94.4 
percent in Costa Rica 

Quantifying exactly how much die 
lack ofa military lias helped the Costa Ri¬ 
can economy over the years is difficult, 
but almost all economists and business 
officials agree it’s been positive. 

“The money that it would 
lave spent on weapons has been 
spent on education, health and 
human services. I cannot drink 
of any ways Costa Rica has suffered by 
not having an army" says Alan Green, 
director of the British government's 
trade program for Central America. 

Its social indicators are closer to in¬ 
dustrialized nations, with a life ex¬ 
pectancy of 76 years. The infant mor¬ 
tality rate, the traditional indicator ofa 
nation’s health system,is a low* 13 deaths 
per 1,000 births. 

An indicator of the N-alth system's 
ability to handle a diffic •., rituarion. oc- 


‘It gets better economic mileage than a tank!’ 


curred when cholera broke out in the re¬ 
gion. From 1991 to 1995 there were a 
total of106.495 cases with 1,422 deaths 
in Central America. However, only 87 
cases and no deaths were reported in 
Costa Rica. 

Investors are usually very pleased 
with the Costa Rican workforce. Pro¬ 
ductivity ofbananas, coffee, flowers and 
ocher products is among the world’s 


highest. Experts attribute this to a well- 
educated and healthy work Force. 

The ll peace dividend” has resulted in 
more stability, with far fewer crimes than 
in Guatemala and Nicaragua, where kid¬ 
nappings are so routine it affects business 

strategies. For example, a large US tex¬ 
tile firm debated whether to establish a 
factory in Costa Rica or Guatemala. 
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Riots gave birth to Malaysia’s bumiputra policy 


AFTER BUMIPUTRA 


Shotgun wedding paves the 
way for economic success 


Year 

Foreign Direct 
Investment 

%GDP 

Graft) 

1991 

3,998 

8.6 

1992 

5.183 

7.8 

1993 

IQQd 

5,206 
a Rnn 

8.3 

Q O 

1995 

n/a 

9.6 


AS FAST AS POSSIBLE 

Continuedfrom page l 
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ByM.G.G. Pillai 

L ess than three decades ago. 
Malaysia was racked by racial riots 
as the politically-dorainant Malay 
community lashed out at the seem- 
iilg official indifference to Kp0RTlyc 
their problems. 

The Malay-Cliinese racial Vlflf I 
conflict never far beneath the KUALA 
surface, was exacerbated by 
an official colonial polio' of importing 
the Chinese—and to a lesser extent the 
Indians—to develop, under British tute¬ 
lage. the country that nominally be¬ 
longed to the Malays. 

Far from destroying 
Malaysia. the riots 
sparked a series of politi¬ 
cal changes that helped 
fuel the economic boom 
of the 19S0s and 1990s. 

The country's economy 
is now driven by a mul¬ 
tiracial partnership, with 
the politically dominant 
Malays and the econom¬ 
ically powerful Chinese 
working in tandem with¬ 
in what is essentially a 
Malay-dominated frame¬ 
work. 

‘‘There is no doubt 
that this [boom] is helped 
in no small measure by a 
political leadersliip insis- Working in I 

tent on ensuring that this - 

partnership remains permanently in 
place," says one foreign fund manager. 

What brought this about was a posi¬ 
tive affirmative-action program—known 
as the bumiputra policy—combined 
with what the Malay world calls 
musyawarah (loosely translated as 
“consultations"). The Malaysian gov¬ 



ernment. after tire 1969 racial riots, ini¬ 
tiated a policy of ensuring that die 
Malays would be forcibly integrated into 
the business world. Government offi¬ 
cials reckoned, rightly, dial die Chinese 
reluctance to bring Malays 
into their businesses was a 
time bomb in the making, 
and all it needed was an as- 
~ sertion of Chinese and non- 
Malav rights for it to explode. 

The Chinese exodus to Australia, the 
United States. Canada and the United 
Kingdom, a reaction to the new policy. 


develop and progress* a n d diey must be 
given a fair deaL 

This policy's success comes into 
sharp focus when it is compared with 
the s ituatio n in. say- Sri Lanka, where a 
deleterious civil war between the major¬ 
ity Sinhalese and the minority Tamils 
turned murderous. The hopes that the 
country would become a peaceful na¬ 
tion, which burned brightly as recently 
as 1980- have turned sour. 

MeamvliUe Malaysia marched ahead. 
The prime minister, Dato'Seri Mahathir 
Mohamed. on assuming office in 19S1 



Working in harmony: Malaysia’s bumiputra policy has eased economic tensions between ethnic groups 
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initially hardened the extreme positions 
within the Malay community. Tlie math¬ 
ematical imposition ofquotas in favor of 
the Malays in education, die civil ser¬ 
vice, several lucrative areas of the public 
sector enterprises and on the boards of 
private and public companies raised the 
specter of an Imfonesian-style down¬ 
grading of the Chinese and other non- 
Malay races into minor positions. But 
that did not come to be, largely because 
of the pragmatic way the bumiputra pol¬ 
icy was implemented- 

In a country where the Malays are 
only 55 percent of the IS million peo¬ 
ple, some rapprochement like this is 
needed for any arrangement to work. 
But that rapprochement came naturally 
to the Malay. The Association of South¬ 
east Asian Nations, or ASEAN, suc¬ 
ceeds by its ability to resolve disputes by 
musyiTwarah, even in contentious dis¬ 
putes between members. Underiving 
the application of the bumiputra policy 
was—and is—the belief that the Chinese 
and Indians had helped the country to 


found himself in a position to reap the 
benefits of che bumiputra policy of the 
previous decade. That policy was en¬ 
shrined in the 20-year New Economic 
Policy', which actively pushed the Malay 
ahead of the others at the expense of 
other ethnic groups and set a goal of 
transferring 30 percent of all corporate 
ownership to Malays. 

What is seldom mentioned, and per¬ 
haps litde understood, is die ground 
rules that were established to prevent 
bloodshed. Few Malaysians. Malays or 
otherwise, challenge die notion that 
Malaysia is Malay-dominated country 
where the political culture favors the ma¬ 
jority. But there is a “safety-valve," in the 
form of a provision that allows the non- 
Malays a free hand in business—pro¬ 
vided he does so with a Malay partner. 
This gives minorities a non-violent av¬ 
enue for their energies, and also pro¬ 
vides Malays with a chance to leam the 
business skills of their Chinese partners. 

The bumiputra policy' does have 
some costs. More serious, perhaps, is 


that it has reduced a lot of politics to lo¬ 
cal government issues. Major issues of 
politics are not discussed, since non- 
Malays see litde chance of influencing 
the Malay-dominated system and fear 
that rocking the political boat will affect 
their economic privileges. This system 
works because the economy is booming. 
The beneficiaries of many government 
privatization projects, though nominal¬ 
ly Malay, are their Chinese partners. 
This helps ease the sting of political 
powedessness. By and large, the situa¬ 
tion is accepted. 

Why is this so? Said one 
Chinese businessman, a mil¬ 
lionaire several rimes over: 
“■When all is said and done, 
the Chinese have a better role 
in Malaysia than in almost 
any other country in South- 
east Asia. I do not count Sin- 
gapore, which is Chinese- 
dominated; but even if I do, 
Malaysian Chinese get a bet¬ 
ter deal. 1 * 

In Thailand, the Chinese 
were integrated centuries 
ago, so Thai leaders did not 
§ face the situation that con- 
| fronted their Malaysian 
| counterparts. Indonesia and 
f Vietnam, on the other hand, 
§ often restrict the movement 
groups and opportunities of their 
- Chinese minorities. 

The Malaysian success with its bu¬ 
miputra policy, combined with a nat¬ 
ural move to resolve disputes by 
musyawarah , ensures the underpin¬ 
ning of its economic success. What it 
did to the Malay, as the former 
Malaysian foreign minister. Tan Sri 
Ghazali Shafie, once put it expressive¬ 
ly. “is to give him a confidence to strike 
out on his own. and this caused him to 
be even more solicitous towards the 
Chinese and Indian among his 
midst."© 


price to Motoinvest group. The reason¬ 
ing was simple: those who kept their 
bonds ended up losing their investment 
because the interests of the banks over¬ 
rode those of minority shareholders. 

Ironically enough, these clever and 
rich young men were right. Observers 
now say the main achievement of vouch¬ 
er privatization seems to be pol i tical. The 
scheme enabled government to intro¬ 
duce the privatization as a program for 
the people that even “Joe Everybody" 
can participate in. Political stability and 
popular support for the economic poli¬ 
cy of the government was the most im¬ 
portant result—the stolen dream of 
Everybody was the price. 

After the 1996 elections, Klaus 
formed a minority coalition govern¬ 
ment. Many now predict that the 
progress of reforms will slow down with 
the rising pow'er of social democrats 
within this unstable legislature. 

The latest figures show that eco¬ 
nomic development of the Czech Re¬ 
public is slowing down. The foreign 
trade deficit is growing and the infla¬ 
tion rate is still very close to 10 percent. 
If, in the words of Vaclav Klaus, the 
Czech transition is really “a small eco¬ 
nomic miracle,'*’ it is still a half-finished 
miracle.© 


ly in the form of cash and property. It 
ensures that account holders, from age 
60 till death, will have a monthly in¬ 
come and adequate housing. The min¬ 
imum is increased periodically to keep 
in line with inflation. 

The Singaporean’s ability to invest 
and save has ballooned the collective 
CPF account balance to a whopping 
S$60 billion (US$42.9 billion). This 
capability was increased when the gov¬ 
ernment liberalized its rules in late 
1994, allowing Singaporeans to invest 
CPF savings in Foreign stocks and 
bonds on the local bourse through ap¬ 
proved fund managers and mutual 
funds. 

In September last year, the govern¬ 
ment further liberalized rules to attract 
foreign fund managers. Eager to broad¬ 
en the country’s financial services in¬ 
dustry, the government farmed out 
some of its own fund management re¬ 
sponsibilities by offering foreign man¬ 
agers a small piece of the action—at 
least S$7S9.2 million worth of CPF 
funds to work with. These were tradi¬ 
tionally managed by the CPF’s own in¬ 
vestment managers and the Govern¬ 
ment of Singapore Corporation. 


Jaroslav Veis is a columnist for 
Lidove Nioi>iny, a daely newspaper IN 
the Czech Republic. 
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surance, and personal investment. 

The system has worked by creating 
individual responsibility, and taking fi¬ 
nancial burdens off the government. 
Unlike social security schemes in oth¬ 
er countries, the money goes to the in¬ 
dividual’s account, rather than a gener¬ 
al fund. This creates an incentive for 
workers to contribute to their own ac¬ 
counts. It also encourages individuals 
to pay for their own and their families’ 
needs, rather than depend on govern¬ 
ment support. 

The government forbids individu¬ 
als from withdrawing the bulk of the 
funds until they reach age 55. Then, ac¬ 
count holders can remove all their 
money except for a minimum sum de¬ 
termined by the government. The 
amount, currently S$45,000, is usual- 


The big prize 

Fund managers are apparently en¬ 
thusiastic. Since last September, 64 new 
fund management houses have set up of¬ 
fices in the Republic, nearly doubling the 
total number to more than 110. 

While this is a first step towards at- 
tractingforeign managers, analysts won¬ 
der whether the government will commit 
more money to fund managers. The big 
CPF prize that fund managers are eyeing 
is S$57 billion of retirement funds still in 
government hands. 

Albert Tan, an economist with JM 
Sassoon & Co (Pte) Ltd, says that, “in 
the long term, the liberalization of CPF 
funds will be a gradual process "Tkn said 
other fund managers would be more 
willing to set up in Singapore if the gov¬ 
ernment would commit more money. 

In keeping with past moves, howev¬ 
er, the government is opting for pru¬ 
dence. It already sees the measures it has 
taken to attract those 64 new fund man¬ 
agers as proof of its success. It is still 
tight-lipped about releasing more mon¬ 
ey because it wishes to wait and see what 
effects its initial step will have on Singa¬ 
pore’s economy. And while it waits, so 
will prospective new fund managers.© 


Li- Anne Tan is a free-lance writer 
based in Singapore. 
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“It came down to headquarters not 
wanting to receive a phone call one day 
that a top executive had been kid¬ 
napped," said a manager with the com¬ 
pany, which choose Costa Rica. 

TEus is not to say Costa Rica is a par¬ 
adise. It has a truckload of problems, 
from heavy pollution caused by vehicles 
and sewage in rivers to an economy that's 
currently on the verge of a recession. 

Worse of all, Costa Ricans have 
watched as other nations with armies like 
Singapore, South Korea and Taiwan 
have for surpassed it in terms of per capi¬ 
ta income during the last 30 years. 

Observers here blame it on an oner¬ 
ous bureaucracy. 
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an over-protected 
marketplace and 
top-to-bottom cor¬ 

Year 

PEAK PAYS 

Foreign Direct 
Investment 

. %GDP 
Growth 

ruption at all levels 

1992 

187 

2.2 

of society that sti¬ 

1992 

262 

7.3 

fles investment. 

1993 

285 

6.0 

It relies on an 

1994 

245 

3.5 

inefficient 7,000- 

1995 

n/a 

3.5 

police force that 
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Still, it's obvious that citizens in oth¬ 
er Central American nations are not be¬ 
ing defended by their military, whose 
personnel are largely exempt from fac¬ 
ing prosecutions for crimes. Military 
budgets drain millions from the public 
coffers of these Central American na¬ 
tions. This year, Honduras is spending 
US$33 million while El Salvador is 
spending $ 101 million. 

“No one knows how these re¬ 
sources are being invested. There is lit¬ 
de transparency," says Joaquim Tac- 
san, director of the Center for Peace 
and Reconciliation. 

A little-known aspect is that the mili¬ 
tary itself is often involved in business. A 
growing trend among the region's armies 
is to follow the example in Honduras, 
_ where the army 


At this critical time in our history, 

Oscar Arias, Jean-Bertrand Aristide, 

James Clark, Betty Friedan, Jane Goodall, Mikhail 
Gorbachev, Rigoberta Menchu Turn, Carl Sagan, 
Muhammad Yunus and other innovative leaders 
from around the world will reconvene to 
discuss the preeminent issues shaping 
the coming century. 
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for political reasons is changed every 
four years as a result of a new govern¬ 
ment being able to choose its own po¬ 
lice force. Even though kidnapping is 
rare, pretty thievery is rampant. 

Central American critics outside 
Costa Rica sneer that the country’s po¬ 
lice Force is really an army in disguise. 
Locals here are constantly debating 
whether the police should use military 
ranks, wear military fatigues and have 
military-style training provided by US 
Green Berets. 

From a US military viewpoint, it’s 
impractical to expect a widespread 
abolishment of armies, since these 
ajrmies are part of the US strategy for a 
joint response to an invasion from out¬ 
side the hemisphere. 


raid uses its pension 

frect XGDP fund system to 

eat _ Growth control banks, cus- 

[ _ 2.2 toms, insurance 

|_ 7.3 and even funeral 

i_6.0 homes. 

i _ 3.5 Abolishment of 

I 3.5 the armies also im- 

: plies problems, 

such as reinserting thousands of soldiers 
into civilian life. In Nicaragua and 
Guatemala, ex-soldiers are the worst 
criminals because they have been trained 
on how to handle weapons and kilL 

Former president Oscar Arias used 
the funds from his 19S7 Nobel Peace 
Prize to start the Arias Foundation for 
Peace, which has worked tirelessly to 
persuade other nations to abolish their 
militaries. Panama has already done so, 
and Haiti is in the process of making it 
part of its constitution. 

“Costa Rica is a model," said Tac- 
san. “It’s important to show the world 

that a peace dividend works."© 
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They invite you to join them. 


October 2-6,1996 

San Francisco, California 


Registration: $5,000 USD 

(Attendance is limited to 300participants) 


Peter Brennan edits the monthly 
magazine Business Costa Rica. 


State of the World Forum 

The Presidio, P.0. Box 29434, San Francisco, CA 94129 
Tel: 415-7714567, Fax: 415-7714443 
email: forumhqfSiworldfbruin.org 

Please reference WTI with your inquiry. 
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S~S I'MMA.N 

You must have tried all the places 
in Amman, 

But nothing is like OTHELO, 

The Right Place for your expectations 

HAY AT AMMAN SUITES HOTEL 

TLA'A ALALI 
Tel. 837175. Fax. 837172 
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Philadelphia (teEmH 

JaA A 

Plaza (tel: 699238j^ k 
Nasser ‘5m 
Concord I (tel: 5774M 
Eraser 1 
Concord II (tel: 67742 
Trouble Monk* 
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Celebs... 


Programs on JTV 
from 7-13 September 


IN 


ENGLISH PROGRAMS 
SATURDAY 

2:00—Teletext 
3:00—Holy Kanin 
3:05—Moo min 
3:25—Pumpkin Patch 
3:45—Blue Heelers 
4:30—Big Brother Jake 
5:01—French Programs 
6:00—l*STennis Open t Live 
Until 12 pm) 

SUNDAY 

2:00—Teletext 
3:00—Holy Koran 
3:05—The Mask 
3 JO—Bush School 
3:45—Mac & Mutiey 
4:20—Italian Soccer 
5:02—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—The Right to Learn 
(Due) 

S:0U—American Chart Show 
9:00—US Tennis Open iLivc 
Until 3 am) 

MONDAY 

2:00—Teletext 
3:00—Holy Koran 
3:05—Adventures On Rain¬ 
bow Pond 

3:30—Oscar’s Orchestra 
3:45—Piayabout 
4:15—'World Echo 
4:30—Hey Dad 
5:02— French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—The Hypnotic World 


of Paul McKenna 
8:00—The Big Wet 
9:10—The Lazarus Man 
10:00—News at Ten 
!0:25—The Boid & The 
Benutiful 

11:10—Bodies Of Evidence: 

TUESDAY 

2:00—Teletext 
3:00—Holy Koran 
3:05—Iris-The Happy 
Professor 

3:20—Captain Planet 

3:45—Hot Shots 

4:15 —Boh Morrison show 

4:30—Air 

5:00—News Flash 

5:02—French Programs 

7:30—News Headlines 

7:35—Blossom 

8:00—Man Alive (Doci 

8:30—Encounter 

8:45—Varieties 

9:10—Star Trek 

10:00—News at Ten 

10:25—Mission Impossible 

11:15—China Beach 

12:00—My Two Wives 

WEDNESDAY 

2:00—Teletext 
3:00—Holy Koran 
3:05—Iris 

3:20—The Fiintstones 
3:45—The Adventurers 
4:10—Kelly 
4:30—Earth Revealed 
5:02—French Programs 
7JO—News Headlines 




> or-n.l *.i 1 its succttui _ 
i-lipped releasingintf . 
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;is its ime-i »iep wiUbtak 
:‘s clv *; > i ■ > i v. Arid while a *£ 
pros: jccuvc new fund 

tNNE Tan i? A FREf-U\a*C 

:d :>■ >in«apore. 


story, 
istide, 
)dall, Mikhail 
Car! Sagan, 
tive leaders 
ivene to 
haping 


CROSSWORD PUZZLE 


Hi 

Qi 

HI 


ACROSS 

39 Potato 


DOWN 

i Household 

fleeter 

1 

Relating to 

lady 

no Robon — 


early 

5 Send by 

4i Hold each 


morning 

height 

43 Inlets 

2 

Rebelled 

9 Honey- 

44 TVs Grant 

3 

Doles out 

eating 

animal 

46 Bom anew 

4 

Plus (actor 

46 Fireman's 

5 

Norm 

14 War god 

equipment 

6 

In good 

15 Scartetrs 

50 Grade 


health 

home 

51 AJcohobc 

7 

Dies — 

36 Over 

dnnk 

8 Chinese 
animal 

17 Young kids 

53 Touched, in 

9 

Revives a 

16 Ariun or 

games 


Alda 

19 Scene of 
'50s war 

20 Words o< 
understand¬ 
ing 

21 Crewel or 

finding 

23 Emulated a 
bed 

25 Hatosito 
DDE 

26 Open wide 
29 Fall 

34 Making like 
new 


58 Occunngby 
chance 

64 Bring up 

65 Lodging 

66 French 
river 

67 Movie dog 

66 Fossil resm 

69 Goldaol 
Israel 

70 Slop 

71 Cherished 
ones 

73 Historic 
tunes 

73 Antitoxins 


memory 

10 'Baby, taka 

11 Comdasiar 

12 Always 

13 Dnp slowly 
22 Allow 

24 Seif 
27 Dock 
26 Come m 

30 Chagall 

31 Son cheese 

32 Tilt 

33 Formeify. 
once 

34 Actual 


35 Actress 
Lanchecter 

36 Mail 

37 — oH 
(angry) 

36 Actress 
Rowlands 

42 Dangerous 
snakes 

45 Performs a 
musical 
selection 

47 Vast amount 

49 Fish eggs 

52 Dwarf 

54 Lawn 
covering 

55 "Beau — 

56 Cale patron 

57 Play 

58 'll-a 
Hammer...* 

59 Alaskan 
capital 

60 Land near 
Florida 

61 European 
river 

62 Row 

63 Continent 



9412? 


I aEloo anas nansEi 
mona a naa naaan 
□onn Pinna Roman 
□non canonnaanD 
HBsmnn nn g~“J 

Bonn DBEH-jnn 
gnFinnnriEin njannci 
Edna oiiHEiaEiEinHL 
OBnaa □□firHDnnnoi 

Qnnnmn hbpei ... J 
■ nan aaflHHcn 
□onnanmniia 0000 
□□□□□ anon snan 

onamn anno shoo 

L Banng pinna naoa 


•Noixrnos 


Cl Prtf, TnNnw Mcdu Seme*. 

LiA»ll*|6 WITHOUT 

thou&ht 

IS IA80R LOST; 
1H0U6HT WITHOUT 
lEARNWS 

IS ?IRIL0US. 



Mayim Bialik in Blossom, Tuesday at 7:35 pm 


7:35—Evening Shade 
8:00—Super Star of Action 
8:30—Chancer 
9:10—Hunter 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—The Boid & The 
Beautiful 
11:15—Bugs 

THURSDAY 

3:00—Holy Koran 
3:05—Double Dragon 
3:35—NBA Basketball 
4:35—Take Your Pick 
5:00—News Flash 
5:02—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Here’s Lucy 
8:00—Tara lata 
9:10—Star Trek 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Feature Film: Which 
Way Home, starring.- CybiJI 
Shepherd and John Waicrs 


12:00—Family Matters 

FRIDAY 

3:00—Holy Koran 
3:05—Dumb and Dumber 
3:20—Bush School 
3:45—Name your Adventure 
4:15—Crystal Maze 
5:02—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Growing Pains 
8:00—Nasty Boys 
8:45—Secret Weapons 
9:10—The Wanderer 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Classic Movie: Life 
With Father, starring: William 
Powell and Irene Dunn 

PROGRAMMES 
EN FRANpAIS 
SAMEDI 

5:00—Dessins animus 
5:15—Emission jeunesse 


5:30—Jen* aHl 

Les behi ggR 

6:00—Sirie 1§S| 

Police dcs 

7:00—Le journal^® 
7:15—Faut pas 

^France* ^j ap ls 

dimanchJ||L 

5:00—Dessins anim&1|§®lL 

5:15—Emission jeunessjl||gg| 
La vie devant iwx1-§jii 
5:30—Jeux - '' j|| 

Qui est qui 

6:00—Magazine ,'^J 

La marche du siftcle < 
.. Un corps gros eonuuei 
I'n: I'obcsitc-. 
lire panic 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Spans cl musique 

LUNDI 

5:00— Dessins aniraes 
5:15—Emission jeunesse 
La vie devant moi 
5:30—Jeux 

Les bo ns genie s 
6:00—Magazine - 

La marche du siccle 
•• Un corps gray coniine 
< t a: I’ohcsite », 

2 im e panic 
7:01)—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Cinq sur cinq 

MARDI 

5:00—Dessins animes 
5:15—Emission jeunesse 
La vie devant moi 
5:30—Jeux 

Qui esi qui 
6:00—Varietes 

Patrick Brucl 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
UshuaYa 


Allen 
poses for 
snappers 

• Eccentric 
American star 
Woody Allen 
photographed as 
he arrived at his 
London Hotel with 
his adopted 
daughter and lover 
Soon-Yi. The 
couple are usually 
camera-shy » blit 
I this time they 
I happily p OSe df or 

1 paparazzi. 



Mercredi 

■^-umtniairu 
^ UjfiLO .,u\ [(U iTi 
Ullage, 

^ * luii W< j„j 

gfuiielts 

£ nvil '- 

-^^unttntairj 


ent 

I «ol»Icufj 


5:30—Diver^ffit 
Surprise^ 
7:00—Le journal* 
7:15—Magazine \ 
UshuaJa 
8:00—'Varifitfa 
Taraiaia 


VENDREDI; 

5:00—Dessins animus 
5:30—Film 

*Trahir» 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Alio la lerre 


| Programs are subject to change by JTV 




—THIS WEEK’S— 

HOROSCOPE 

By Linda Black 

Weekly Tip: The sun’s going 
from Cancer into Leo. This moves 
the action outdoors, since Leo is a 
sports-oriented fire sign. 

Aries (March 21-April 19). Meet 
with your mate and make an agree¬ 
ment. Get serious about money. You 
could lose a lot if you don't. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20). Your 
life’s about to get more complicated. 
Let your partner carry the ball — he 
or she will get further than you 
would. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21). Your 
level of confidence is improving. 
You’ll express yourself beautifully. 
Work hard and you may cam more 
time off. 

Cancer (June 22-July 22). 
You’ve been learning more about 
yourself lately. Now you get to leam 
more about money. Get something 
for the house. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). You're 
coming into your own. Study up so 
you can face a tough challenge. The 
worst is over, so plan to play.. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept 22). You’re 
entering your annual completion 
phase. Start by straightening up your 
paperwork. Study ihe issues so you 
know exactly what you want to do 
next. 

Libra (Sept 23-Ocl. 23). Your 
luck has just improved. Test iL Don’t 
spend more than you have — it’s not 
worth the pain. 

Scorpio (Oct 24-Nov.21). Get the 
lay of the land. Test the waters. You 
may not win everything, but you'll 
find out whai's possible. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). 
Friends steer you right. Obligations 
cloud the horizon. Get those done and 
your mood really improves. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). 
Your focus shifts from partnerships to 
other people’s money with a new 
assignment. Work with friends to 
beat the competition. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). 
You'll get to delegate more of your 
work for a while. Start interviewing 
partners, li takes longer to gel what 
you want. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). It’s 
time to gel back lo work. Temptation 
is strong. An older person's got your 
number. Go along with the program, 
to save stress. 

If You're Having a Birthday 
This Week: Saving and spending ore 
both important. Mosl important is 
making a profit Moke a big decision 
and you can settle down once and for 
all Heed an eider's advice. 

O KM. Trite* Mato Strum 


PERKY & BEANZ by Russell Myers 


AWARANPfWJfiHTER 
15 THE BRlM4TE5T«*tasr 


IN SCHOOL SHE'S 
THE BEST IN MATH, 


AlFTER HOST BEAUTIFUL AMtttC,5FWT3 J AJ7T 


CHUPALNE! 


ANP EN6USH! 


MYARMAPAAETS 
CARR! EP/MIM 
.ABOUT ME... V 


„ BUT WHEN HESAY5 
i ANYTHIN# THAT’S 
£ NOT TRUE I SOP HIM! 



imwmmmmwm 



Video releases 

ANDERSONVILLE" iTurner, S49.^S): The Georgia 
prison camp when? many Union soldiers were held by Con¬ 
federate soldiers is the setting of this drama. directed by Him 
\eleran John Frankenheimcr {"The Manchurian Candi¬ 
date") and first shown on cable's TNT. Jamxl Erniek i "E.\. 
Firefighters"\ plays a young soldier interred there: Frederic 
Forrest. Cliff DeYoung. Ted Marcoux and William Sander¬ 
son also suit. (Not rated: AS, P, Vi 

"THE Cm’ OF LOST CHILDREN" tColumbiaffriStar, 
S 97 .S 11 ; The French makers of the ulTheat but renowned film 
''Delicatessen" again apply their knack for bizarre \isuals 
and a fantastic story line in this critically acclaimed effort, 
featuring Ron Perlman (TV's "Beamy and the Beast") as a 
strong fellow with a soft heart who helps a youngster in her 
attempt to rescue her brother from an evil genius. ‘ ’ *• (R: V) 

COMING SOON: "OTY HALL" t Columbia/TriStarj: 

AJ Pacino stars as the mayor of New York City, 
whose deputy (John Cusack) suspects thai something is 
amiss. (R) 

“ DIABOLJQUE" (Warner, >; Sharon Stone and 

Isabelle Adjani play ladies plotting to kill the man they share 
tChazz Palmimeri) in a remake of the French thriller. (R) 
"HOMEWARD BOUND 11: LOST IN SAN FRANCJS- 
I CO" (Disney, July 30): Sally Field and Michael J. Fox again 
I provide the voices of animals in this live-action sequel. (G) 
l FAMILY VIEWING GUIDE KEY: AS. adult siiua- 
k uons; N, nudity; P, profanity; V, violence; GV. particularly 
I graphic violence. 

1 » w». Tribum: Media Scnkcs 


Bridge 

Jeffrey Feldman 1963-1994 
By Tannah Hirsch 

er vulnerable. South deals. 
t ' NORTH 
h A 4 
% 9 K 10 6 3 
■3? 0AJ932 

I 4* K 6 5 



WEST 
A A J 10 fe 

<7 9 5 ■ - 

054 

* J 10 8 4 3 


SOUTH 
4^£8 7 5 
^ AQ2 
OQ.10 7 
*AQ7 


EAST 
♦ Q962 
<? J874 
O K 8 6 
*92 


The bidding: 


South 

West North 

East 

INT 

Pass J* 

Pass 

2a 

Pass 3 NT 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass - 


Opening lead: Jack of* 



Jumble 


Unscramble these Tour words, one 
letter lo each square, lo rbrra four 

ordinary words. 


GET TO WORKJ11 

I r 




WHAT THE 9055 
GAVE T74E SL0=PY 
HOTS- CLERK, 

> — ■ 
Ntn* arrange the circled fetters to form 
the surprise answer, x> suggested by the 
above cartoon. 


CHULG 


el9wi Incline Mood t 
A* Pfagn r. Heserwl 

ovebaT 


DAWPUR 


KALCAJ 


Answer hem: A 


TTV3 dflHXVM 

v — 5(j3|3 ptoq iCd»is aqi 3 ab 3 ssoq aqt ^msuv 
' lYMDYf CraVMdn HAOeV Homo :sramsuv 


O 19%. Tribune Media Services 


Words of 
Wisdom 


i i Snobbery - . The practice of 
I i looking down your nose for 
j I something that you might be 
I missing. 


Take advantage of every 
hour — it won't come again. 

I • • • 

! The worst disability in the 
j world is being unable to have 
i any fun. 

• • f 

Only two words will pre- 
1 vent you from going far in 
! ) life — won’t and can’t. 

I mar 

] JeaJousy always finds ai 
reason for its actions. 


The secret to power is 
being able to control yourself 
more than others. 

G W %. Tribune Media Saw 


- ---- uesi young pia> vrs wnen jcii 

Feldman of Norwalk, Conn, finally suuumbed to a brain 
tumor. He refused to let the disease m lhe belter of him and, 
after being diagnosed with the tumor, be nevertheless man¬ 
aged to win the presugious Connecticut Governor's Cup for 
Lhe best performance in an annual October tournament in 
successive years. Here is an example of his abilitv 

The auction shown took place at mo* of the tables in a 
pair event, the nature of the game dictating t^, * c no-irump 
game be essayed rather than five diamonds since an over- 
trick in no tramp would produce a far better score. All 
declarers in no tramp scampered home with the nine or ten 
tricks, except for one. 

At every table declarer won the club opening i* ha nd and 
ran the queen of diamonds to East's king. The spade shift 
was invariably found, but whether East led the quee n 0 'r the 
two, the contract could not be defeaied. Declarer simplv 
ducked and West had to win the first or second spade and 
the contract was safe. 

The only East defender to beat the contract was Feldman 
At trick three he shifted to the nine of spades, and decla^r 
was helpless. If South covered. West would win and rerun, 
a spade to the queen, and a spade back would yield fSJ 
tricks in the suit to East-West; if declarer ducked, the queen 
of spades from East next would again guarantee four spade 
tricks to go with the diamond trick already in the bag. 


F SlApStIX — 

A radical is a man with 
both feet planted firmly 
in the air. 


O Wo. ThIiiim Media Sevieec 









































10 THE STAR 
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5 SEPTEMBRE 1996 


Pas de sommet ecoftomique sans un retrait d"Hebron 

OL’Egypie a fail savoir cette : se/n ilint ' au n } in * stre israelien des Affaires etrangeres David Levy que 
la lenue de la conference icom"i'' i l ue r fS^ na ^ prevue en novembre au Caire dependait du rep-ait 
israelien de Hebron. Lepresident rgyptien Hosm Moubarak avail lui meme declare quelques jours 
plus tot que Vorganisatidn de C0T ]ference dcpenda.it «de I’appli cation des accords, pas 

seulemem des discussions ou de_la mise en place de commissions*-. 

Des propos repris lundUt Tel-*'i iv F® 7- ['aa^assadpir egyptien Mohammed Bassiounipour qui ce 
sommet ne peut pas avoir /«*« redeployment israelien a Hebron et la mise en oeuvre d'autres 

points prevus dots Us accords israelo-palestiniens ne sons pas realises «en i'espace de trois 
semaines*'. 

Ce sommet economique r* 1 organise dans le but de relancer I'intiret de la communaute 
iniemationale des affaires ^ ans 1° region alors que le processus de paix traverse une phase 
difficile. Cette rdunion sera la troisitme du genre, aprks avoir eu lieu en 1994 a Casablanca et en 
1995 a Amman (notre photo). Pres de 350 societes et entre 6 et 7000participants sont attendus a ce 
forum iconomwae. 

Suite aux mises en e^rde egyptiennes, le Premier ministre israelien Benjamin bietanyahou a 

S I / j* • 1 Hi. diclari hindicmc c*s P ro P os ne pouvaient qu'exacerber les tensions dans la region, ajoutant: «Ies 

implement en rrangais au Mar Egyptiens ont dava ntage besoin de cette conference qne nous>. 

sss 






SELON 





De mechants en 

nemis rcndent parfois plus de 
services que dagreables 
amis. Au moment ou la popu¬ 
lar! te de Saddam Hussein 
s'etait esionipee dans le c«ur 
des masses arabes. au mo¬ 
ment ou les divisions au sein 
de la lamille Takriti se multi- 
pliaient et que la communau- 
td iniemationale finissait 
d'enterrer le dossier irakien 
1c maitre de Bagdad vient de 
se faire offrir par Bill Clinton 
un magnifique et inattendu 
cadeau. 

Les Etats-Unis sont desor- 
mais loin du succcs media- 
tique de 1990 et de 
I'unanimite qui existait auto- 
ur de ses resolutions, et les 
dirigeants de trente pays amis 
scmblent avoir compris les 
verilables motifs de la poli¬ 
tique americaine en decouv- 
rant son vrai visage. 

Ce n'est point honorable 
pour cet Em. qui se pnftend 
maitre incontestable de 
'univers, que trois pays allies 
jouant un role clef dans la re¬ 
gion refusent 1'emploi de 
leurs bases adriennes pour 
que decollent les avions de 
horreur destines a echangcr 
des vies humaines centre des 
voix electorates. 

Quand trois dcs cinq pays 
memhres permanents du 
Conseil de security de fQnu 
denoncent vivemenl la deci¬ 
sion americaine de bombard- 
er 1’Irak. quand simplement 
trois ou quatre pays de 
i'alliancc sacree d'hier ap- 
pJaudisscm les jusies ei 
hcroiques raids amdricains. 
on peut se dire que les Etais- 
Unis devraient commencer a 
se faire du souci. 

Si le monde hesite. voire 
refuse, de suivre l a venture 
americaine. c'est parce que 
des hommes sages ne veulent 
pas demeurcr des pions sur 
I'dchiquier americain ne ser¬ 
vant qu'ii faire remonter les 
baisses de popularity d'un 
candidal a in Maison 
blanche. 

La position de la France 
dans cette crise est ciaire. jus¬ 
tifiable et honorable. Depuis 
le depart des socialistes. la 
France cherche a faire com- 
prendre que la politique du 
gendarme unique ne fait 
qu'engendrer ['injustice et 
contribue a la disparition des 
valeurs morales et des prin- 
cipes humanitaircs dans ce 
monde. 

La politique de mepris 
qu'applique les Etats-Unis 
vis-5-vis de ses allies de 
I'Onu en s’attribuant le roje 
de justieier irreprochable de 
tous les con flits mondiaux et 
en se moquant de cette or¬ 
ganisation et des droits des 
hommes non-americains- ne 
peut qu'irriter la France qui 
cherche a s’individualiwr et a 
faire renaitre dans ce monde 
un brin de droit et de justice. 

L 3 France, oonscientc de 
la mainmise amdri caine. se 
com pone intellipirnmcnt et 
trouve ici I'occsson incontes- 
tdc de ddmontrer au monde 
entier que l'Amdrique se 
prend les pieds dans une suc¬ 
cession d'actes orgueilleux. 

La France peut difficilc- 
ment appuver la position 
amdricaine qui veut interdire 
au Irakiens le litre mouve- 
ment k I’inidrieur de leur pays 
alors que les Turques et les 
Iranians violent la souverai- 
neie dc leur terriioire et mas¬ 
sacres aulant dc Kurdcs 
qulls veulent sous le contrdle 
des A wax americains. 

La France ne peut pas ac¬ 
cepter qu’un homme ddcrdte 
des resolutions et des sanc¬ 
tions au nom dc la commu- 
nauid jnremaiionale contre 
un autre Em car il refuse de 
sc soumettre sous la botte 
americaine malgnS six anndes 
de famine et des centaines de 
* Boomerang tomahawks’*. 

Corneille disaiu *A vain- 
cre sans pdril. on triomphe 
sans glolrc.- Comme Georg¬ 
es Bush et Shimon Peres. Bill 
Clinton cherche k jouer le 
dernier pion qu’ii lui reste. 
Un jeu auquel la France re¬ 
fuse dignement et coura- 
gcusement de prendre part.l 

Souhail A1 Sweis 


Portrait 


Le demi-siecle de poesie de Fadwa Toukan 

Fadwa Toukan a ete Tune des premieres poetesses arabes. Cette femme originaire de Naplouse ecrit depuis 
plus de cinquante ans des poevies qui font d’elle aujourd’hui un des grands noms de la litterature arabe. 

A trovers son oeuvre qui a pris un toumant plus politique en 1967, elle denonce notamment la condition de la 
femme dans les pays arabes. Elle jette aujourd’hui un regard sur son oeuvre et celle des poetes contemporains. 

: Fadwa Toukap . 

«La poesie actuelle est d$cadente» 


A 70 ans, Fadwa 

Toukan garde encore un visage 
doux aux traits reguliers. un re¬ 
gard expressif et vif. Femme de 
taille moyenne au cceur pales- 
tinien. elle pone en elle la souf- 
france des femmes arabes qui 
ont ploye sous le poids de la 
tradition qui se fiche de la 
femme. Ik moins qu’elle ne soit 
d’une beaute extraordinaire. 

Jeune. on lui reprochait son 
teini pale et le fait d'etre sou- 
vent malade. line raison de plus 
pour se replier sur elle-meme et 
s'isoler. 

Sa famille decide un jour de 
la punir pour avoir accepte une 
fleur offene par un jeune 
garden sur le chemin de I'ecole, 
dans sa ville natale de Na- 
piouse. ville profondlment trad- 
iiionalisie. Elle la confine h la 
maison et lui interdit I'ecole 
pour preserver la reputation de 
la famille. 

Sa mere a ete la premiere 
femme musulmane de son vil¬ 
lage a retirer le voile de son vis¬ 
age. PourtanL les femmes 
n'&aient pas traitees comme les 
hommes. Son frfere. Ibrahim 
Toukan. fin une exception. II 
s'est penefte sur elle et fanacha 
a ses doutes. lui donnant des 
livres et lui apprenant a lire et i 
ecrire la po&ie. II fit publier 
son premier poeme. Cette nuit- 
la. elle attendait la punition de 
son pere 

Elle etudia la poesie de Ibn- 
el-Roumi et lbn Tamam doni 
elle s'est inspirde pour ferire 
ses premiers vers sign£s soo> le 
pseudonyme de Dananir. A idee 
par son frere Ibrahim, lui-meme 
po^te. elle se eonsaeni alors 
completement k sa poesie qui 
devait par la suite trouver sa 
place parmi les grands noms de 
la podsie arabe. 

PourtanL Fadwa Tuukan ne 
devait pas en rester 'la. Et 
lorsque 1'Iraldenne Nazek El- 
Malaika publia sj poesie expri- 
mant la colfere com re les tradi¬ 
tions, elle irouvj un 6cho 
aupr&s de Fadwa Toukan qui 
voulait se liherer de la forme de 
la po&ie classique qu'elle utilis- 
ait jusqu'alors. Pour Toukan. 
llmportancc donnee au mot. au 
son, au rythme de l'expression 


fabriqude et rigide fai- 
saii obstacle au mouve- 
ment. au flot et ik 
Venpression dc la pen- 
see. Femme sincere et fi¬ 
bre. la structure artifi¬ 
ddle lui pesait et 
entravait le cours de son 
emotion. 

Elle d&ouvre alors un 
autre style, celui de Maj- 
hor. Elle decide 
d'adopter un style direct, 
flufde. ddpourvu d*ani- 
fices. Reflet de Is pen- 
sde de cette femme 
sincere, sa poisie de- 
vient ainsi plus percu- 
tante. 

Etant c^l&bre. die est 
entour€e par des mem- 
bres de partis nationa- 
listes et des ideologues 
palestiniens et du monde 
arabe. Mais elle restait 
k I'dcart. s'inier- 
rogeant sur I'absence 
de sentiment reussis- 
sant k reunir tous les 
hommes. Elle ne com- 
prenaii pas comment la poli¬ 
tique pouvait etre la seule 
source d inspiration de leurs e- 
xistences. 

En Palestine, la Revolution 
tfrondait. C'dtait en 1936. alors 
qu'elle se trouvail dans la mai- 
wn de son fr&rc a Amman. Lor- 
squ'elle revient chez elle 
quelques mois plus tard, les 
dmeutes reprennem. 11 esi ques¬ 
tion d’un projet de partage de la 
Palestine. Fadwa esi i£moin des 
incursions militaires soudaines 
dans les villages, des contrives, 
des insultes k regard des vieux. 
des areestaiions. Dans les an- 
nfcs 30 et 40. les rfcgles famili- 
ales sont s^vferes. Et meme si 
son pere reconnaissait son ta¬ 
lent. il souhaitait qu’elle ecrive 
sur des sujets qui le passion- 
naient lui. Elle se mil alors k eli¬ 
tes ter la politique. 

Des jeunes femmes 
deja vieilles 

Son pfere est arretd i la fin 
des anndes trente en meme 
temps qu'une centaine de 
jeunes Palestiniens accuses 
d’activisme politique. A celui 
qui s’fetait montre des plus 
afvfcres avec elle tout au long 



Lapoetesse palestinienne Fadwa Toukan souhaiSe aujourd'hui se 
consacrera Tecriture d’un roman. 


de sa vie. elle dedia alors un 
poeme. Mon pere. 

Son frere Ibrahim I’emmena 
5 Jerusalem pour suivre des 
cours d‘anglais et presenter k la 
radio palestinienne des pro¬ 
grammes de literature arabe. 
Elle se sentait mieux. dans un 
climat plus liberd. loin de 
1’ emprise des traditions et de la 
domination familiale. Elle trou¬ 
vail dans ce monde nouveau 
des librairies, des cinemas, de 
(a musique. des soirees litur- 
raires. Ici. la femme avait 
I’accfes a rEducation et k la cul¬ 
ture. 

Sa joie ne dura pas long- 
temps: ia deuxieme guerre arri- 
va et son frfcre mourut peu 
apres a Naplouse. 

Aprfcs la mort de son pere en 
1948. Fadwa renoue dans sa 
poesie avec les cvenements de 
Palestine. Mais e’est surtout 
apits la guerre de 1967 qu'elle 
va exprimer sa detresse et faire 
eclater sa conscience politique. 

Po&esse modeme. Fadwa 
Toukan plaide le renouveau et 
appelle k une nouvelle expe¬ 
rience de la poesie arabe qui. 
dans sa forme actuelle. date 
dejd de plus de trente ans. 


De I'amour. elle en parlera 
dans son autobiographic. Raida 
Jabatieh. Emprisonnee dans sa 
maison. son imagination la 
transportait vers des horizons 
lointains au point qu'elle perdait 
conscience de la realitc envi- 
ronnante. 

Enfin fibre, elle desespere du 
«harem»’. Elle voit des victimes 
sans personnalite k ['ombre des 
hommes qui precipitent la vieil- 
lesse de leurs soeurs et cousines 
grace a la repression. Des vic¬ 
times ddja vieilles k 1‘age de 
vingt-cinq ans. Des femmes 
s£vines, la tetc recouverte d'un 
foulard blanc. qui vivent Isoldes 
a I'inierieur de quatre murs sans 
vraie communication entre 
elles. 

Elle reproche a l’homme son 
immobilisme. son ^goisme. son 
incapacity a se forger une per- 
sonnalitd coherente. 

Cet homme conti nuellement 
tirailiy enue deux tendances: 
celle qui le' pousse vers le 
progres et 1'adaptation h 1'esprit 
des temps modemes el celle qui 
Vcnchaine au passe, faisani de la 
I'emmc sa premiere victime. ■ 

Josephine Lama 


Apres toutes ces annees 
consacrees a la poesie. quels 
sont vos projets litleraires ac- 
tuels? 

Mon ambition est d'yerire un 
roman. Dans le monde arabe le 
temps est au roman. Vu la com¬ 
plexity de la situation dans les 
pays arabe. nous sommes en 
proie a des conflits. des souf- 
frances quotidiennes qui 
s’alourdissent de jour en jour. 
A partir de 15. l'art du roman 
est le genre litt^raire ie plus 
apte a exprimer notre long 
cheminemenL Cet art est le 
mieux 5 meme d'assimiler 
1'experience humaine parce 
qu'ii scrute la vie quotidienne, 
les relations sociaies. La poesie 
suggere er ne dit pas les chores 
noir sur blanc. Lorsqu'ellc tend 
aux details et a etre explkite. 
elle penj de sa valeur artisiique. 

Est-ce que vous pensez qne 
la periode des pionniers de la 
poesie moderne est revolue? 
Si e’est le cas croyez-vous que 
la uouveile ggnlration de 
poetes arabes s’est engagee 
dans une voie differente ou 
opposee a celle des pionniers? 

Il est sur que cette p^riodc 
est terminye. La poesie arabe 
aux mains des jeunes pontes 
d’aujourd’hui est ddcadente. La_ 
plupart de leurs poeraes se fi-~ 
mite k des images sans rapport- 
entre elles qui ~ne forment pas 
cette frame it laquelle on recon- 
nazt fart veritable. Peu de 
temps avant sa mort. le critique 
Pjlestinien Jabra Ibrahim Jabra 
a dit que la podsie dans le 
monde arabe etait sur le point 
de tomberdans l absurdite. 

La podsie que nous fisons 
depuis les anndes 70 et 80 n’a 
plus cette influence yiectrisanie 
qu'avait celle des pionniers des 
annees 60. Jabra exprimait 
1'avis de la plupart des amou- 
reux de Ja podsie. La raison de 
ce declin est 1'incohdrence qui 
caraetdrise la majeure partie de 
cette poesie. cor la nouvelle 
gdndration recourt k des mela- 
phores obscures doni le sens se 


Analyse 

Une unite arabe toujours introuvable 

Depuis le sommet du Caire en juin dernier ; les rencontres se multiplier^ 
entre les dirigeants arabes. Des contacts qui laissent presager une meilleure 
coordination entre les Etats arabes. Mais de nombreux obstacles , notamment 
economiques , empechent encore la realisation de Vunite tant recherchee. 


perd dans le brouillard. Nous 
ne voyons que des images em- 
pildes les unes sur les autres 
sans aucun rapport entre elles, 
ni unitd. prises au pifege de 
I'obscurantisme et de 
I'hermdtisme. Elles ne trans- 
mettent plus rien. et n’ont plus 
d'effet sur la conscience du lec- 
teur. 

La Jangue podtique est de ve¬ 
nue. depuis des anndes. une 
simple repdtition ennuyeuse. Je 
ne suis pas contre 
I'obscurantisme ni contre le 
symbol isme. Mais le symbole 
sen a incomer le sens et non 5 
l'obscurcir. Nous avons recours 
au symbole pour donner des 
sens nouveaux et une dimen¬ 
sion plus grande 5 la podsie. 
C'est !e but du symbole. Sa 
force esthetique, avant touL et 
sa force de suggestion ne peu- 
vent pas etre comparees 5 une 
image simple et directe. Par- 
fois. il y a des sortes 
d'obscurantisme qui n'ont rien 
5 voir avec le sens du symbole. 

Que pensez-vous de la lit¬ 
terature et de la podsie femi¬ 
nine? Etes-vous d'accord 
avec I'idde d'une difference 
fondamentale entre litera¬ 
ture masculine et feminine? 
Est-ce une distinction sex- 

-iste.?- .. 

ia poesie fdminine. la podsie 
masculine, la littdraiure femi¬ 
nine, masculine: je suis contre 
cette division. Ce sont des rd- 
sidus de pensde ancienne. La 
litterature dans son ensemble 
est indivisible. La femme arabe 
s'est ddbarrassde des absurdites 
fdminines pour adopts une 
pensde, des sentiments univer- 
sels. Il y a des femmes dcri- 
vains remarquables dont 
lecriture est empreinte 
d'humanisme. d'intelligence et 
de sinedrite. La femme, ■ lor- 
squ'elle possfcde le don d'dcrire 
en plus de la culture et de la ca¬ 
pacity spontanee de s'exprimer 
en prose ou en podsie. rien ne 
I'arrete. 

Jordanie 


(1 est vi-ai qu'ii y a parfois des 
diffdrences de sensibilite et que 
la fdminite peree dans les tex- 
tes. 

Mats le terme <- sexisme*', qui 
implique une distinction entre 
les deux sexes en sous-evaluam 
I’un pour glorifier I'autrc. as- 
signe k la femme des capacitds 
infdrieures k celle de 1'homme. 
La realite de noire epoque rd- 
fute ce point de vue. La femme 
aujourd'hui est romanciere, 
poetesse. peintre. sociologue, 
penseur politique, professeur. 
etc. Elle est a egalite avec 
1'homme. Elle esi avant tout un 
dtre humain et non une poupee, 
esclave ou instrument dc satis¬ 
faction pour 1'homme. 

Est-ce qne la condition de 
la femme a Naplouse a chan¬ 
ge depuis 40 ou 50 ans? 

La situation est compld- 
tement diffdrente aujourd'hui. 
Les pones du savoir se sont ou- 
vertes devant elle. Avec le 
ddveloppemem social et poli¬ 
tique. la condition de la temme 
arabe s'est ameliorde: elle a pris 
conscience de 1'importance de 
l'education. du travail et de la 
participation active au deve- 
loppement de la socidtd, cc qui 
lui a permis d'afTirmer sa per- 
sonnalitd. 

Desormais impliqude dans div¬ 
ers domaines autrefois reserves 
aux hommes Ijoumalisme. 
droit, arts, etc.), elle a transfor- 
md 1'image tradilionnelle des 
femmes dans la socidte arabe. 
En particulier, la femme palesti¬ 
nienne a porte le poids de la 
tragddie de son pays et s'est en- 
gagde dans le combat pour sa 
liberation et 1'dtablissement 
d'un Etat palestinien. 

Le mouvement d'dman- 
cipation fdminine a accompa- 
gnd le mouvement nationalist 
ct des femmes palestiniennes 
sont mortes many res pour cette 
cause. ■ 

Propos recueillis par 
Josephine Lama 


L’amere potion economique 

Pour Vecofiomie jordanienne, les re structurations demandees par 
le Fonds monetaire international sont obligatoires. Des reformes 
qui necessiteront dans I'avenir encore beaucoup de sacrifices. 


L'une des questions 
fondamentales qui dominent le 
discours politique dans le 
monde arabe modeme conceme 
I'unitd arabe. Malgre les senti¬ 
ments vifs inspitds par cette 
ambition parmi les dirigeants 
arabes ainsi que les peuples 
arabes. il est surptenant de con- 
stater que les progrds rdalisds 
pour atteindre cet objectif sont 
ndgligeables. L'ordre politique 
ddcoulant de I'accord Sykes- 
Picot n'a pas dtd remis en cause 
malgrd le fail que les Arabes ne 
cessent de le ddnigrer, le quali- 
fiant d'accord inique imposd 
par rimperialisme. Comment 
expliquer alors ce paradoxe? 

Avant d'aborder ces ques¬ 
tions. il est ndeessaire tout 
d'abord de distinguer les fails 
hUioriques des mythes. 
L'empire qui a gouveme pen¬ 
dant des sidcles les territoires 
appartenam aux Etats membres 
de la Ligue arabe avait I'Islam 
plutot que I'arabisme comme 
identity politique. Le concept 
de I'arabisme en tant qu'identitd 
nations(e n'est nd qu'au ddbut 
du vingtieme sidcle. en rdaction 
au nationalismc rurque qui a 
transformd 1'Empire ottoman, le 
faisant passer d'un Etat musul- 
man ayant pour capitafe Istan¬ 
bul. ce qui etait acceptable pour 
(es Arabes. k un empire rurque 
avec dcs colonies arabes. ce qui 
a contribue k rdduire le statur 
des Arabes k celui de citoyens 
de seconde zone. 

C'est k ce moment de 
1'Hisioire que la dynastie hachd- 
mite n'a pas trauvd d'autre alter¬ 
native que celle de conduire les 
peuples arabes vers 


1'independance. pour fuir 
une domination turque de 
plus en plus rdpressive. La 
premidre lutte mende sous 
la banniere du nationalis- 
me arabe dtait done la 
grande rdvolte arabe. 

Celle-ci n'est pas parve- 
nue 5 unir les territoires 
arabes sous un seul gou- 
vemement. mais elle a 
rdussi quelque chose de 
trds important en introdui- 
sant une nouvelle idde ac- 
ceptde par prfes de 200 mil¬ 
lions d'ames. 

Bien que beaucoup 
d'Arabes ignorent les cir- 
constances historiques qui 
ont entourd la naissance 
de leur identity politique, 
ils accepteru I’unitd de leur 
nation comme un dial de 
fait nature!. Aujourd'hui. il 
ne fait aucun dome qu’ii exjste 
un sentiment d'appartenance 5 
une culture unique et une affini- 
te qui lient les Arabes les uns 
aux autres. Des eldments qui 
peuvent etre le noyau d'une 
unitd politique. Pourquoi done 
ceile-ci reste-t-e(fe alors un ob- 
jecrif irrdalisable? 

C'est peut-etre malheureuse- 
ment parce que les choix poli- 
tiques ne sont pas toujours gui¬ 
des par des dmotions nobles 
mais plutot par Jes intdrets pro- 
pres k chaque Etat. Les dcono- 
mies des pays arabes. loin de se 
compldter, sont foredes de se 
livrer une fdroce concurrence 
entre elles pour des marchds de 
plus en plus iimites. Les pro- 
duits des pays arabes. hormis le 
petrole sont essentiellement les 
memes que ceux de tout le bas- 
sin mdditerranden. et ces pro- 



En juin dernier au Caire, le president egyptien Hosni Mouba¬ 
rak a re us si a reunir 21 Etats arabes. Line telle reunion n \avait 
pas eu lieu depuis la guerre du Golfe. 


Si politiquement 

les dmeutes contre la chertd de 
la vie qui onl secoud le pays 
ont des consdquences impor- 
i antes en Jordanie. elles 
n'impliquent pas dcs consd¬ 
quences deonomiques ndfastes 
pour le royaume. La Jordanie 
garde en effet de bonnes rela¬ 
tions avec l'Ouest en gdndral 
dont l'appui financier est tou¬ 
jours important. Mais ceci ne 
signifie pas que tout va bien 
dans le meilleur des mondes. 
L'economie jordanienne a tou¬ 
jours besoin de rdformes pro- 
fondes qui peuvent provoquer 
de nouveaux troubles dans le 
pays 

Pour rdpondre aux exigences 
du Fonds mondtaire interna¬ 
tional, la Jordanie doit en effet 
proedder 5 une seric de privati¬ 
sations. dont la compagnie ad- 
rienne Royal Jordanian, les td- 


duits sont en surplus par rap¬ 
port a la demandc mondiale. 

Les obstacles qui entravent 
la rdalisation de I'unitd arabe 
tiennent essentiellement aux 
particularitds economiques que 
connalt chaque pays. Pour sur- 
monter ces obstacles, les Etats 
arabes peuvent tirer une lev'on 
de l’expdrience europdenne 
dans ce domainc. 11 faut com¬ 
mencer avec la coordination 
dconomique entre les Etats 
arabes pour creer des dcono- 
mies complementaires. qui fe- 
ront de I'unitd politique un 
developpement inevitable. Le 
siecle qui a vu la naissance du 
national isme arabe s'approchc 
de la fin. Peut-etre que ie pro¬ 
chain offrira une approche plus 
rationnelle pour parvenir a 
I’unitd. ■ 

Ali Kassay 


C’est la vie 

L'agenda fran^ais d'Amman 
Cinema 

>■ Chouans*. de Philippe de Broca avec Sophie Mar- 
ceau, Philippe Noiret, Stephane Freiss, Lambert Wil¬ 
son,... 

Le 9 septembre a 20h00 au Centre culture! francais. 

Exposition 

«Tapis volants*'. Une exposition lancee a 1'initiative 
de l'Association frantjaise d'action artistique regrou- 
pant des tapis realises par des artistes franqais ou 
originaires du Mahgreb et du Moyen-Orient. 

Ces dix artistes pr^sentent leurs ceuvres a partir du 8 
septembre au Centre culture! frangais. 


Idcommunications.... Depuis le 
ddmarrage du programme de 
rcajustements structurels en 
1989. cette mesure revient re- 
gulierement a l’ordre du jour. 
Une dconomie modeme et dy- 
namique est en effet difficile k 
imaginer dans 1'ombre d'un Etat 
qui se rdserve notamment le 
droit de vendre des billets 
d'avjon ou d’attribuer des 
lignes teidphoniques. 

Mais avec ces privatisations, 
une hausse du chomage est a 
redouter. L'Etat va done devoir 
agir «diplomatiquementv pour 
rdussir 5 faire accepter ce pas¬ 
sage k ia liberalisation dcono- 
mique. 

Le ddmamelement du 
systdme des subventions indi- 
rectes fait lui aussi partie me- 
sures necessaires. Pour rdussir 
5 conienir les ddpenses pu- 
bliques. le gouvemement devra 
aussi couper dans les effeclifs 
de ['administration et cesser de 
verser dcs salaires pour des em¬ 
ploys fant6mes. Des decisions 
qui ne peuvent que faire gonfler 
le chiffre du chomage. 

Mais ces changements sont 
inevitables pour transformer 
I'dconomie du pays cl faire de 
la Jordanie un pays producreur 


et non uniquement consomma- 
teur icf tableau;. Importer sans 
exporter ne peut en effet que 
maintenir (a situation actuelle 
basde sur une importance poli¬ 
tique de subventionnemenr. 
Dans I'immddiat, la population 
se voit contrainte d’avaler cette 
pilule plutot ambre. 

Mais avec ces mddicaments 
deonomiques et financiers, une 
amelioration devrait avoir lieu 
dans I'avenir. Le FMI a 
d’ailleurs salud «les progrfes im- 
pressionnams de la Jordanie 
dans son programme d'ajuS- 
tement structure) et de rd- 
formes». lui octroyant quelques 
jours aprfcs les emeutes un prSt 
de 300 millions de francs. 

11 reste il savoir si la Jordanie 
peut supporter une telle periode 
de restructurations. Beaucoup 
craignent en effet que sans 
changement des mentalitds. les 
troubles qui ont eu lieu dans le 
sud se rdpetenL 

La Jordanie depend en effet 
depuis trop long temps de cer- 
taines aides extdricures et doit 
desormais apprendre a s'assu- 
mer seule. ■ 

Riad at Kbouri 
MEBA S.A.R-L. 



Importations et exportations jordaniennes 
(en millions de dinars) 


1995 

1996 

(de Janvier & n*«) 

Importations 

2590 

1258 

(doot ble et farine) 

39 

56 

Exportations 

1005 

365 

Exportations en pour- 
centage des 
importations 

38,8% 

29% 
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THE STAR 11 


Activities 


Roval Cultural Centre. 

Amen can Centre Library. 

661026/7 
.... 820101 
.636147/8 

Concord Cinema .. 

Pl«a Cinema. 

. 677420 

.#»23K 

Bench Cultural Centre. 

... 637009 




....641993 

Sports Cluhs 
Al Hussein Spans City. 


Cervantes Institute (Spanish).. 

.... 610858 

.. 6ti7lKl/5 

Turkish Cultural Centre.. 

.... 639777 


810491 

Haya Arts Centre -. 

Y:W.C.A. -.. 

.... 665195 
...641793 

Royal Automobile Club. 

.815410 

Y.W.M.A. 

... 6t>425l 



Darai al Funun .. 

Aha Art Gallery... 

....643252 
... 639303 

Royal Racing Club. 

.09-801233 

Baladna An Gallery .. 

.... 657132 

Amman Mun. Library. 


NaMf Ai Masluni They're. 

Ndni & Hisham’s Theatre...... 

... 67S57I 
.... 625155 

Uni v. of Jordan Library. 

R.S.C.N___ S3* 

. 843555 

1931/837937 


LET 


Government Depts. 






vv*: 




The Pnme Minisin.. 

Amman Greater Municipality. 

Agriculture. 

Awquf & Islamic Affairs. 

Culture / Jafcd Amman. 

Education A Higher Education 

Energy A Mineral Resources. 

Finance. 

Foreign Affair*. 

Industry A Trade. 

Informal ion . -.-. 

Interior Ministry. 

Justice. 


.641211 

Labour. 

... 698186 

.. 636111 

Municipalities & Environment. 

.641393 

.641211 



644466 

63h3Ql 


. 624301 

6691X1 


.....665131 

.. S1S615 
.. n36321 

Public Works & Housing . 

. 668481 

. 673191 


. 602121 

6^3191 


. 642311 

.041407 
fvSU 11 

Transport . 

.641461 

.6S0100 

.. 665101 

Youth / University. 

.604701 


Diplomatic Corps 


Algerian.641271/2 

Australian.673246/7 

Austrian.64463S 

Bahraini...664148/9 

Brazilian . 642283 

Belgian... 675683 

Bulgarian . 818151 

Canadian . 666124 

Chilean . 823360 

Cyprus Honorary Cons .... 677559 

Czech .67 1813/666135 

Danish Consulate Gen.603703 

Finnish Consulate 824654/824676 
French . Ml273/4 


German. 

... 689351 

Greek. 

671331/2 

Hungarian. 

... 815614 

Icelandic Consulate. 

... 698S51 

Indian. 

... 637262 


... 828911 


... 639331 


... 638185 

Japanese . 

672486/7 

Kuwaiti. 

675135/8 


693101/3 

Lebanese . 

.. 641381 

Moroccan . 

.. 641451 

1 Netherlands.61 %*W / 619693 

New Zealand Consulate.. 

.. 636720 

North Korean . 

... 666349 

Norwegian Embassy. 

644932/4 


... 686155 


... 6^787 

Palestine.. 

..677517 

People's Rep. of China.. 

... 666139 

Philippines .-. 

645161 

Polish. 

637153 

Qatari. 

... 682666 

Romanian. 

... 667738 


.. 64JJ58 

Saudi Arabian. 

814154/6 

Slovenia Honorary Cons 

....861542 

Sri Lanki. Consulate . 

... 645312 

South Korean. 

660745/6 


....811194 

Spanish.. 

614166/9 

Sudanese . 

644251/2 

Swedish . 

669177/9 

Swiss. 

686416/7 

Syrian ...:. 

641076 

Taiwan. 

.. (>71530 


674307/8 

Turkish .-. 

.. 641251 

IU.A.E. 643347/643341 

United Kingdom. 

..823100’ 

United States..:. 

... 820101 

Yemen. 

... 642381 


. 66819! 

ESCWA. 

694351/8 

1CRC. 

... 688645 

UNDP/WFP . 

668171/7 

UNRWA . 

... 607398 


UNICEF.. 629571 

UNESCO. 606559 


Airlines 

Adria Airways. 

. 667029 

Aeroflot. 

641510 

Aeromexico. 

. 694802 

Air Canada.. 


Air France.666055/667824 

Air India . 

688101/2 

Air Lanka . 

682140 

Alitalia. 

. 625203 

Aiyemda (Air yemen) 

. 653691 

American Airlines. 

.669068 

Arab Wings. 

. 894484 

f Austrian AJrlincs.. 693845/694604 , 


. 665909 

British Midland. 

. 694802 

British Airwavs . 

. 828801 

Catbay Pacific. 

. 628596 

China Airlines. 

. 636232 

Cvorus Airwavs. 

.667028 


Egypt Air. 

630011 

Emirates Airlines. 

. 643341 

Gulf Air. 

. 653613 

Hungarian Airlines .... 

. 622275 

Iberia.637R27/644G3 6 

Iran Air. 

. 622826 

Japan AirLines . 

. 630879 

KLM. 

. 622175 

| Korean Airlines ... 676624/662236 

1 Libyan Arab Airlines .. 

...643831/2 

F Lufthansa. 

. 601744 

Malaysian Airline 639575/653446 

MEA. 

.636104 

Olvmmc. 630125/638433 

Phillippinc Airlines.... 

.640200 

PIA . 

.... 625981 

Polish Airlines . 

. 625981 


. 862288 

Roval Jordanian. 

. 678321 

639333 

Scandinavian Airlines. 

.....604499 

Singapore Airlines. 

. 676177 

Sudan Airlines. 

.694501 

Swiss Air (G.S.A.) 659791/641906 

Syrian Air.. 

. 622147 

641959 

USAir. 

.. 694801/2 

TAROM- Romanian... 

. 637380 

Thai Airways. 

. 637195 

Trans World Airline.... 

. 623430 

Turkish Airlines . 

.659102 

Yemenia Airways. 

.628175 

Queen Alia Airport..... 

(08) 53200 

RJ Flight Info. 

.(08) 53 200 


Important Numbers 


Emergencies 

Police.I 1111 

I Civil Defence H Q. 19.VI %V 199 

Fire Brigade.62209U/43 

Ambulance.199 

Blood Bank.775121 

Traffic Police. 62594.Vb39703 

! Traffic Accident*.897467/8 

1 High n ay Police. 7871J J 

Hospitals 

Akleh Maternity. (42441/2 

Al-Ahli, Ahdali . nn4164/6 

Al-Bashir. Ashrafieh ..77511 i/2t>| 
Al-Munsher Hospital .. Wj7227/9 

Antal Hospital.674155 

Army. M.irkj.X*Mol J/15 

Hussein Medical Centre. 813X13 
Italian-Al-Multjjrccn .. 777101/3 
[ Jabal Amman Maternity . M2?t>2 

Khalcdi Maternity.6-W2KI/i> 

Malhas. J. Amman .... 636141 

Palestine. Shmeis.ini. . 0M17I/4 
Queen Alia Hospital . 602240/5(1 1 

Shmeisani Huspital.(>07431 

,Thc Islamic. Ahdali .... 666127/37 
University Hospital. 845845 

General 

Amman Municipality.843402 

Electricity Complaints.121 

Prices complaints.6b0l81 

Hotel complaints. 08/5321HJ 

Sewerage Complaints.896390 

Water Complaints.656390/91 

Jordan Television.773111/19 

Radio Jordan.774111/19 

Post Office Info. 750981/2/3 

I Telephone Information.121 


i® Corrifort 

JlPL Hotel Suites 

® s Luxury 

Tel 

,® Comfort 

3 

@ Service 

5 

++ 

j*. Location 

0 

1 

In the .3® of 

3 

Sweifyieh 
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Pkm 

** Pizza Hut offers our 
beloved children a Free 
Exciting Gift with 
every kid's meal” 

“ Choose one of the many 
Exciting Gifts available 
' • ~ :r.Z\' s'Tui 


rj 



Many Villas & Apartenients 
Furnished and Unfurnished for 
Rent A Sale 

for more information please 
cull 


Tel. 810605- 810609- 
865605. Fax. 810520 
Abdoun. Almouhtaseb Center. 


THE BEST MUSIC STORE 


• : 5 : re* 

£> r A 

h-uc ^ 


i ffrv*-* 


*i; s 

i 

FREDDY FOR MUSIC 
A NAME THAT YOU TRUST 

t-^2 

— •> ‘..j j 

CARDENS ST 


A SECUI 







Fully Serviced Suite] 

A/C In Grand 


True N acations come to 
live in our 
Vniquely Moorish 
Style Hotel 

our it'd shir diving center 
■*iU unra\ el the secrets of the 
Red Sea to your wildest 
irnaaination 

Tel:314131/2. 


TO GET BETTER 

FURNITURE . 

FOR YOUR OFFICE 
OR HOUSE.... 

JUST VISIT 




T e l: 6 6 6 7 0 5 


Aqaba Hotels 


Al-Cazar . 3J4I31 

Aqaba.31409! 

Aqaba Gulf Hotel.316636 

Aquamarina 1.316250 

Coral Beach.313521 

Holiday Int'l.312426 

Miramar.314340 



Special offer 

From 1 until 30 April '. 
Large Pizza for Medium Charge 
2 Medium Pizza for Large Charge 

Free Home Delivery 


?rf;*ccisSL ; let 36205 " ’ j 
3*?risirf Juiicr C'eiui: , 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room ..l 



Amman Tel: 607193 
P.O.Box 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Darotl Jo 
Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates and Businessmen 



Beauty Institute 

O Facials 

O Ilody skin treatment 
O Make-tip 

O European manicures i 
edic arcs 




V : • T ^ J 


To Advertise in this 
■pace, cal! us at 

V" «wy»> 

EjF a_^ Asr a 


c : 
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Cafe Restaurant 

Different 

Jaiie! Aiiiiiuii Tel: 145219 


i *«l itl'iiWl'.hi 
>. T.tfi 


Funny Bunny 


Funny Bunny 





THE BIGGEST 
THE MOST 
DELICIOUS 
AND C ERTAINLY 
THE BEST 
HUMBERGER IN 
TOWN 

Burger. Roast. 
Chicken 


Mmadbuh Uitiuiuiwarjh Si. 
r«: S:>527‘ 



f 

L'-\ 


• fc % •. r.^ 

r- < ; % 


We save you more 



Vi: s,.’I’.g 

u\ery!h - sg 


The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30p.m 
7:00- Midnight 

Tel 638968 


AQABA GULF HOTEL 


Your first choice in Aqaba 


For reservations call (03) 316636 
Fax (03) 318246 



ttjl 

.mb. mi. 
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If: ,kI Offin- M Uis.ljf Sir. 
I t): 778199 1a\: 781681 


Jonl.m 1-liixTMl 
1T1: <.SS(.87 




Safenay-Tel: 685311 


The Best PIZZA 
in Jordan 

l DtNh- IN ,T.\Kb AWAY &. IIEUVTJCV 1 
Mmu st. Jab’r Trade Center 

a,.. 82193S 


I 


The most ddidous 
Arabic Sweets 


Cakes & Pastries 



7th circle. Tel. 820099 


PIZZAS, SNA 

ivitcd ATa 

tan da- 

ShmeisanL Tei 



ICBI Sy 


UIS CENTRE FOB 8UZCE SSB71CES 

* Professional Dry-cleaning 
*Shoes Repair 
*Darning 
*Engraving 

^Upholstery & Carpet Cleaning 
Al - Jaber & Housing Bank Shopping Centers 
Tel ■ 679947 


( J 


THE TOP THREE HIGH CLASS FASHION HOUSES IN GERMANY 

Available at: r . , 

KAREMAN JANARD Boutique j}.fc R i [I t\ 1- 3 -|j! g 

pL-^-fj —A 


f a. ; a _x 



Al - Jaber Shopping Center . Mecca St L Phone : 821656 & 814714 






c; 3 mL,, r -. - 

sai! Al- Shmeisani, Near Ata Ali\ Middle East Bank Bldg. Tel698005 
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12 THE STAR 




Bringing the worlds of pocket organizers 

4 Pilot’ palm computer from 


THE STAR’S 




h-o^tTTl l ‘7*7 dull) ■SfsGjl&KS&t '* 


COMPUTING & HIGH TECH 


Edited by Zeid Nasser 
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U.S. ROBOTICS has jniro - 
duced a very attractive ex¬ 
tender in the personal 
assistants (PDA) category ot 
products. 

This pocket-sized ponder is 
called the Pilot and packs !° [S 
of impressive features includ¬ 
ing seamless, connectivity 


The organizer contains a 
memory module that the user 
can replace to add memory or 
upgrade the device. In addi¬ 
tion. users will be able to 
attach com- 
. * • •-•« municau'on 
. i.-if s add-on 
=/ products 

r ’>Vta>“.Ksuch as 






Mis-use of the ‘Magic Cookie ’ violates 
privacy of Web users: 

Surfers anonymous! 


a pocket-organ i-'cr- the 

Pilot provide* a ^JrjH 

touch-sertsiiftc 

screen that makes it 

easy to u< aa d f'A ffiaSj 

comes with plastic 

'screen-pen' 10 la P 

your way along its 
many features. The Pilot is effi¬ 
cient in Operation, as two AAA 
batteries can power the device 
for >e'ct a I months. 


very much like a 
cellular phone desk- 
chargcr. If you press the 'Hot- 
Sync' button on the cradle, you 
will get an automatic back up 


and PDAs together: 

U.S. Robotics 

and synchronizes data with the 
desktop. 

Pilot includes Windows and 
Macintosh companion versions 
of the organizer IM applica¬ 
tions. The desktop software 
serves as the gateway between 
Pilot and desktop applications. 
For example, a mail merge 
between the Pilot Address 
Book and Microsoft Word is 
accomplished with a simple 
click and drag operation. In 
addition Palm Operating Sys¬ 
tem Architecture allows other 
desktop software vendors to 
build links between Pilot and 
their data formats. 

The Pilot will be available in 
the Jordanian market for about 
JD 400. For more information 
on the Pilot and U.S. Robotics 
products, contact Saadi Com¬ 
munication Systems (SCS> at 
telephone 605506. ■ 


By Jawad Abbassi campaigns to all the email 

Special to The Star addresses of all the web 

visitors. 

VISITING A company's web This abuse of the Magic 
page on the Internet is essen- Cookie technology presents 
tially the cyber space equiva- l e S a l af, d cthtcal question. In 

lent oflookinc throueh the dis- etlect. it allows unsolicited 

play window "of a store in the peaking on peoples IDs to lind 

street: one browses, and if one c,ul their addresses and names, 
finds a certain good or service Would the web sites engaged in 
of use. a request or an 
order can be initialed. 

The analogy, how¬ 
ever. ends”’ there. 

Onlookers at the dis¬ 
play window in the 
street arc guaranteed 
the security and pri¬ 
vacy oftheir names and 
addresses. This guaran¬ 
tee isn't extended to 
web pages—the virtual 
display windows of the 
Internet. Mans web 
pages on the "internet 
utilize a novel method 
called the Magic 

Cookie to register the 
names and email 

addresses of every Web surfer such abuse be liable t< 

that stumbles across them. The legal offenses? And wou 

method is straightforward, the announcement that a c 

web page copies the informa- Web site uses the Magic i 

lion stored in the surfer's ies method, suffice lor e 

browsing software, which usu- ing any legal liability, 

ally contains the name and These questions und 
address of its owner. the new legal challenge. 

Magic Cookie was devel- have to be seriously 3ddi 

oped by Netscape, a leading with the advent of the In 

developer of Internet upplica" era. and further underlir 

tions. for noble purposes. It necessity for conccn 

was to be used to store the international efforts to 

viewing preferences for all visi- legislation compatible ; 

tors of a web page so that, jurisdictional boundaries 

when they visit again, they the Internet transcends an; 

would view the page just as Will the offenders be acci 

they left it in the previous visit. ble in the country whei 

• However, this original noble web page is stored or in 

purpose has now been stam- try where the surfer, who: 

peded with Magic Cookies vacy was infringed, reside 

being used by companies to On the legal aspects t 
launch mass email marketing issue, the jury, it seems. \ 
ricz'c-wcn rrs-zs r r-zz rs ~.v/-: wy-ccjccrj* 



such abuse be liable to any 
legal offenses? And would the 
announcement that a certain 
Web site uses the Magic Cook¬ 
ies method, suffice for elevat¬ 
ing any legal liability. 

These questions underline 
the new legal challenges that 
have to be seriously addressed 
with the advent of the Internet 
era. and further underline the 
necessity for concentrated 
international efforts to make 
legislation compatible across 
jurisdictional boundaries which 
ihe Internet transcends anyhow 
Will the offenders be accounta¬ 
ble in the country where lift- 
web page is stored or in coun¬ 
try where the surfer, whose pri¬ 
vacy was infringed, reside*' 

On the legal aspects «i this 
issue, the jury', it seems, u still 


out. This, however, doesn't 
mean that surfers need not look 
into ways to secure their ano¬ 
nymity while surfing the 
Internet. 

One of the easiest ways to 
do that is to intentionally con¬ 
figure your software browser to 
give a bogus name and email 
address, an option readily 
available in most 
commercial browsing 
applications. Ot 
course, this prevent: 

some inconveniences 

in sending mail a> 
users would need to 
correctly reconfigure 
their software when 

they do wjm to send 
an "email or fill out a 
web form. 

Another way. 
would be to install 
certain utility pack¬ 
ages that would stop 
Web r a = es using 
Magic Cookies and 
other "address sLeal- 
in a" techniques from doing 
this, by preventing the web 
page from copying the prefer¬ 
ences file* containing the name 
and addresses. An example of 
these utility packages is the 
Cookie Monster available for 
Macintosh, which literally eats 
(deletes! magic cookies made 
bv Netscape Navigator as soon 
ai they are made, or rather.... 
hiked! 

Expanding the number of 
surfers anonymous may well be 
lor the common good. It will 
increase the popularity of the 
World Wide Web to the point 
where we may witness the rise 
of counter groups, to deal with 
the wide-spread anonymity of 
users. 

Email: 

Abbassi @ NETS.ComJo 




Microsoft internet explorer 3.0 patch available 


MICROSOFT CORPORA¬ 
TION announced it has 
resolved two widely reported 
minor issues that some users 
h:ive discovered with Microsoft 
Internet Explorer 3.0. 

The company has posted an 
updated version of the Micro¬ 
soft Internet 3.0 setup routine 
thjt requires less temporary 
hand of disk space during 
installation. AH new downloads 
include the new setup automati¬ 
cally. The new setup does not 
change any code in the Micro¬ 
soft Internet Explorer 3.0 prod¬ 
uct. Users who have already 


downloaded Microsoft Internet 
Explorer are not affected by the 
issue. 

The company will also post a 
patch file to htip/www micro- 
soft com/ic/ at 10:00 p.m. today 
to correct an issue with some 
web sites that require users to 
enter a user's name and pass¬ 
word. Microsoft Internet 
Explorer 3.0 required users of 
these sites to enter their user's 
name and password several 
times to gain full access to the 
sites.. All Microsoft Internet 
Explorer 3.0 users are encour¬ 
aged to install the patch, which 


can be done automatically by 
visiting a page on the Microsoft 
internet Explorer Web site and 
downloading one automatic- 
update file. 

The user's name and pass¬ 
word issue, identified and 
reported last week, affects the 
use of basic authentication with 
Microsoft Internet Explorer 3.0. 
This problem did not present 
any security risk to Web sites 
or end users, it simply made 
using some sites unnecessarily 
complicated. Fewer than 10 
sites on the Internet reported 
the problem to Microsoft. ■ 


What’s On NETS: To pirate or not to 


FOLLOWING IS an insight 
into the debate dun has been 
raging on NETS, a local bulle¬ 
tin board sen'ice. regarding 
piracy. The summary below 
should give you a peak into 
what Jordanians are saying to 
one another inside the on-line 
world. 

The infamous haven for JD 
10 pirated software on Gardens 
Streets and its more-than-eager 
patrons appear to have stepped 
on some NETS subscribers' 
toes. In Software Piracy <6/20k 
which led to a ! 0-day debate in 
Better Jordan and over 20 mes¬ 
sages at last count. Jordan, 
according to one message, is 
being robbed of the opportu¬ 
nity to become the next India 
for software developers 
because of disregard to intellec¬ 
tual property rights. The string 
of responses "this statement 
elicited were easily divided 
into two groups: those who 


support piracy and those who 
don’t. A NETSer from the DO 
crowd, claims that faced with a 
decision between buying a 
JD30G original software "and 
JD40 copied version, most' 
would scramble for the cheaper 
option. Plus a talented pool of 
Jordanians are able to use soft¬ 
ware which they otherwise 
wouldn't have access to. Plus 
everyone's getting a good deal 
at the video stores with latest 
movies being rented for the 
price of about two Kit Kat bars. 
Nobody likes a dent in the wal¬ 
let. pilches in another NETSer. 

But the steadfast DON'T 
crowd did not waver under the 
fire of pro-piracy rhetoric. To 
excuse piracy because of the 
low per capita income is like 
legalizing theft for poor people. 
r iFTey argue. And to bring this 
• statement closer to home, one 
young man improvises: what if 
Zarqa residents (of relatively 


lower income) marched into 
Amman to remove a couple of 
your household belongings? 
They are unlikely to be wel¬ 
comed with open arms. The 
debate takes an unexpected turn 
when an astute gentleman on 
NETS enters claims that the 
software piracy issue is being 
raised by software sellers under 
the false pretext of promoting 
national economic interests. As 
one would expect, an irate but 
controlled response was posted, 
and the dispute evolves into a 
useful discussion about the role 
Internet will play in distribution 
of software. 

But to get a well-written and 
concise summary of the issues 
involved without having to 
track down the 24 postings on 
this subject, read Re (9) Re: 
Software Piracy (6i/28) which 
u'as written by a long-time sup¬ 
porter of intellectual property 
rights. ■ 
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An important event for Arab users: 

Arabic Windows 95 launch 

THE LAUNCH of the Arabic version of Windows 95 is a long 
awaited event for Arabic users, anxious to utilize Microsoft’s 
latest operating system. Although Windows 95 has been availa¬ 
ble since late last"year, only some - 

Arabic users have migrated to it. . | 

as they preferred to stick to the 

Arabic functionality offered by .:-- 1 . 

Arabic Windows 3.1 or 3. II. ' 

This is the point that makes ;• 
the launch of Arabic Windows *j • ;■ j-L'f&j 
95 so important. It resembles the ... ^ 

next step for millions of Arabic .v 
users all over the world. The tran- . 'v.yl 

sition itself is supposed to^be •'; 

compatibility is fully maintained. - -I 

In other words, you can ran all .* 

your Arabic Windows 3.1 appli- •;' v. y\- 1 /‘jSS'Sj 
cations like Arabic Word and 
Excel under the new Arabic --f* ■ ■ * * - 

Windows 95. 

The benefits to be gained are the real attraction. Finally. 
Arabic users will enjoy 32-bit performance which presents the 
future of desktop applications. 

Microsoft understands that providing 32-bit Arabic applica¬ 
tions is what will really make Arabic Windows 95 takeoff. 
That’s why the launch of the operating system is accompanied 
by Arabic Office 1995—a suite of Arabic Microsoft applica¬ 
tions including Word, Excel. PowerPoint and more. 

The official launch of Arabic Windows 95 and Arabic 
Office 95 is scheduled for 7 October. So. next month, as of that 
date, you can expect to find both packages on the local market. 
This brings us to Lhe next issue which is pricing. 

As of yet. there still isn't a definitive price tag for the new 
products. The English version of Windows 95. which has been 
on sale in the Jordanian market for about a year, is offered var¬ 
ying prices depending on the shop or the dealer you buy it 
from. In any case, the"usual price for the English Upgrade ver¬ 
sion of Windows 95 is around the JD 95 mark—this is the ver¬ 
sion for previous Windows 3.1 users and it is the popular edi¬ 
tion. The lull Windows 95 package, complete from scratch, is 
usually offered to new computer users along with their sys¬ 
tems. If it were to be bought separately, it would seL vou back 
about JD U5 or JD 120. 

Everyone 1 talked to agreed that Arabic Windows 95 would 
be priced similarly to the English version, as this has been 
Microsoft's policy with its Arabic versions of operating sys¬ 
tems. Microsoft Arabic Office—the lb-bit Arabized applica¬ 
tions for Windows 3.1—is selling for about JD 450 to JD 490. 
It is important to remember that this package includes four full 
Microsoft applications (or five in the case ot the Professional 
edition which also includes Arabic Access). It is also expected 
that Arabic Office 95 for Windows will be sold at prices com¬ 
parable to its predecessor. 

Arabic Windows 95 has been in the making for about a year 
now, so it is only normal that Arab users expect a lot from this 
version. Surely, it will live up to their expectations, by provid¬ 
ing proper right-to-Ieft functionality and Arabization of all 
aspects of lhe operating system. 

Microsoft has an impressive past at the service of Arabic 
users. In all fairness, and putting aside any argument regarding 
Microsoft’s monopolistic practices, the company seriously pur¬ 
sues the Arabization of its products. By doing so since the 
beginning of this decade, Microsoft has played a very impor¬ 
tant role in spreading the use of computers in Arab homes and 
offices. With Arabic Windows 95. Microsoft will continue to 
lead the way for Arabic software developers to follow. Let's 
hope the road ahead is rosy, for both Arabic users and develop¬ 
ers. ■ 
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Mexico charges Cesar Martina 
Chavez with tax fraud ^™gis beats 

Bv Mark Fineman of his daughter's multimillion- per for libel. netted almost S40U million in MM, 1 1 MM* 
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By Mark Fineman 

LA Times-Washingian Post 
News Senice 

MEXICO CITY—Mexican 
Treasury Department officials 
Monday charged Julio Cesar 
Chavez, the boxer who is this 
nation's top sporis idol, with 
more than SI million in tax__ 
fraud after a yearlong 

investigation of 

his ” ^ c S " 

finances. , d b /» 

Chavez. \ 1 ** 

a former \ 

world cham- 
pion. has 
called the 
probe a "pub- 
lie lynching” 
and "conspir¬ 
acy.” In full-page newspaper 
ads. he previously ^ . pro¬ 
claimed his innocence of any 
wrongdoing and appealed to 
President Ernesto Zedillo in 
clear his dame. 

But after reviewing the crimi¬ 
nal complaint against him. a 
judge in the boxer *. home state 
of Sinaloa issued an arrest war¬ 
rant Monday f° r Cesar Chavez, 
whose whereabouts could not 
immediately be determined. 

The government asserts that 
he and oy 0 business partners. 
Daniel yi«ca Monsivais and 
Jaime Vicente Garate. submit¬ 
ted SI- 4 fniHion in fraudulent 
sales-tax claims to the govern¬ 
ment in I c *93 through their 
company Gonzalez Carrasco— 
one many investments the 
boxer has in Mexico that 
include "J.C." gas stations, a 
restaurant and real estate. 

Cesar Chavez is the latest in 
a series of prominent Mexicans 
to be implicated by Zedillo's 
government in a campaign 
against white-collar crime and 
corruption. He also is just the 
latest in a growing, legion of 
international athletes— 

including German tennis star 
Steffi Graf—who now get paid 
such staggering sums that, out 
of the ring or off the court, they 
must wrestle with tangled issues 
of taxes. finances and 
investment. 

Graf s father. Peter, is sched¬ 
uled to go on trial in a German 
court Thursday on tax-fraud 
charges related to his handling 


of his daughter's mukimillion- 
dojlaf winnings. Similar 

charges have hounded baseball 
stars Durryl Strawberry and 
Pete Rose in the United States 
ancf legendary British jockey 
Lester Piggott in England. 

Bur in Mexico, where Cesar 
Chavez is a 
hero and house- 

...” , C \ hold name for 

A R \ millions of 

^ ir « fl \ sports enthu- 
„ \ siasls. Mon- 

\ day's arrest 
(l ULm _\ order was 

A seen as the 
latest in a 
series of 

blows to the former 
super lightweight boxing 

champion. 

Cesar Chavez lost the crown 
he had held for seven years on 
June 7. when challenger Oscar 
de la Hoya of Los Angeles left 
him Weeding and beaten in the 
fourth round of a Las Vegas 
fight. 

"Cesar Chavez had won 97 of 
his 99 previous bouts—one 
was a draw—and boxing 
experts had considered him. 
pound-for-pound. one of the 
best lightweight fighters in 
history. 

But in the weeks before the 
fight, the champion was 
dogged by the Mexican gov¬ 
ernment's tax investigation. He 
also was publicly stung by a 
lawsuit his wife filed alleging 
domestic violence. And his 
sparring partner was shot to 
death near Mexico City in a 
gangland slaying that local 
prosecutors said was linked to 
Mexico's illicit drug trade. 

For the first lime ever, Cesar 
Chavez was an underdog in the 
de la Hoya match, for which he 
earned S9 million. The head¬ 
lines in the Mexican capital the 
following day best described 
his debacle, calling the bout: 
“J.C.'s nightmare.'' 

After he returned to Mexico 
in defeat, the Mexico City 
daily. El Financicro. added to 
pain: It alleged the former 
champion was linked to Mex¬ 
ico's powerful drug-trafficking 
cartels—a report that Cesar 
Chavez said prompted him to 
take out fuil-page ads. which 
threatened to sue the newspa¬ 


per for libel. 

“I am the viedm of a conspir¬ 
acy." he declared in the ads, 
addressed to Zedillo. Mexico's 
reform-minded president. "The 
people I trusted—friends, com- 
padres—have betrayed me. ... 
For more than 14 years. I have 
lived between gyms, training 
centers and boxing arenas. I am 
no saint. I am human. I have 
my mistakes and my defeats. 
But in my name. I have never 
killed. 1 have never robbed. I 
have never been a criminal. ... 
If you accuse me. prove it.” 

Monday's charges against 
Cesar Chavez folfow last year’s 
arrest of the elder brother of 
former President Carlos Salinas 
de Gortari. Raul Salinas de Gor- 
tari is in jail charged with illegal 
enrichment while a senior gov¬ 
ernment official. He is now on 
trial for allegedly mastermind¬ 
ing the 1994 murder of a top 
ruling party official. Other 
prominent Mexicans, including 
the former treasurer of the 
naiion’s Social Security Insti¬ 
tute. also have been charged 
with corruption under Zedillo's 
anti-graft campaign. Several 
present and former governors 
are under investigation for 
alleged corruption. 

The Treasury Department's 
crackdown on tax cheats has 


netted almost $400 million in 
fines and back taxes just 
between January and May of 
this year, a spokesman said. 

It was unclear just how the 
Mexican criminal charges and 
arrest warrant might affecL the 
boxing future of Cesar Chavez, 
who had previously said he 
would not talk to the media us 
he prepared for his scheduled 
fight with Joey Gamache Oct. 
12 at Caesars Palace in Las 
Vegas. 

But the charges and the 
cloud of suspicion that has fol¬ 
lowed him for several months 
here already appeared to be tar¬ 
nishing his image at home. 

Mexican boxing expert 
Jorge Aguilera, who has cov¬ 
ered Cesar Chavez's career for 
Monterrey's El Norte newspa¬ 
per. said the former champion 
has been "an example to fol¬ 
low" for millions of Mexican 
children. 

"He was even well received 
at Los Pinos under Salinas." 
Aguilera said of the boxer's 
many visits to Mexico's presi¬ 
dential residence during the 
previous administration. "He 
was an idol. But his image has 
deteriorated. ... He started los¬ 
ing more matches.... And now. 
he has these problems with the 
Treasury." ■ 


By Jeff Williams 

L\ Times ■ Washington Post 
News Sen-ice 

NEW YORK—The future of 
women's tennis unveiled itself 
in splendid fashion at Lhe US 
Open Monday. One 15-vear- 
old won. one 15-year-old lost, 
but there was a net gain for the 
women's game. 

The Baby Martina—Martina 
Hingis, that is—defeated third- 
seeded Aranxta Sanchez Viea- 
rio. 6-1. 3-6. 6-4. to advance to 
the quarterfinals. The other 15- 
year-old. Anna Koumikova. 
lost to defending champion 
Sterfi Graf. 6-2.6-1. 

“It is good to know that the 
future is going to show up." 
Graf said. "It's always impor¬ 
tant to have these new faces 
come out, especially since in 
the last few years, there hasn’t 
been that much excitement 
around.” 

Since Graf and Monica Seles 
took over from Chris Evert and 
Martina Navratilova as the 
I98t)s turned into the "90s. 
women's tennis has been look¬ 
ing for its next stars. Monday. 
Hingis twinkled. 

If you were looking for a 


description of Hingis, it mighL 
be part Evert and part Navrati¬ 
lova. She plays with the same 
elegant baselining style of 
Evert, combining it with the 
fire of Navratilova. When she’s 
upseL with herself, she drops 
her racket. When she's upset 
with a linesperson. she bangs 
.the racket on the net cord. 
When she's upset with the 
umpire, she tosses her racket. 
This is the Navratilova in her. 
When she's winning points, 
she stays patient in long rallies. 
She keeps her opponent run¬ 
ning from side to side. She 
keeps her groundstrokes deep. 
This is the Evert in her. 

it was 25 years ago that 
Evert introduced herself to 
New York and became the dar¬ 
ling of tennis by reaching the 
semifinals of the US Open at 
Forest Hills. The event was 
smaller and the magnitude of 
Evert's accomplishment was 
bigger. She was 16. and any 
teenager able to compete at 
such a high level was a 
sensation. 

Now we have Hingis, a Sto- 
vakian-bom resident of Swit¬ 
zerland. playing in her eighth 
career Grand Slam event 3 1/2 
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The 15-year old Hingis after the win 


Nigerian striker Kanu has heart problem 


MILAN—Inicrnazionale striker 

Nwankwu Kanu. who helped Nigeria 
win the Olympic soccer tournament in 
Atlanta, has a heart problem that could 
end his career, a leading cardiologist 
was quoted as saying on Monday. 

The Italian Serie A club said earlier 
that tests carried out by three heart spe¬ 
cialists had shown the 20-year-old 
Nigerian, who played in the Ajax team 
that won the European Cup in 1995. 
had a cardiac anomaly. 

A statement said that the club would 
"do everything necessary to achieve a 
clearer medical picture aimed at pro¬ 
tecting the player’s health as a prior¬ 
ity."! It promised more details on 
Tuesday. 

Cardiologist Bruno Caru. ono of the 
three who tested Kanu. was quoted by 


Italian news agency Ansa as saying 
after meeting Inter officials that in his 
professional opinion the Nigerian 
"cannot play.” 

"What surprises me. is that nobody 
knew about this up to now." said Caru. 
who leads the medical staff working 
for the Stcfanel Milano basketball 
team. 

"This lad has played for Ajax, he 
has been through the Olympics, he is 
not just anyone." 

"And yet al! that was needed was a 
simple electrocardiogram to detect that 
something was not right. The electro¬ 
cardiogram would have shown that his 
left ventricle is overloaded, which 
should not be the cose in an athlete. 

"And subsequent tests, as has now 
happened, would have revealed that he 
has a valvular insufficiency of the 


aorta." 

Caru said that by continuing to play. 
Kanu risked accelerating the problem 
and he compared the player to some¬ 
one who had a coronary obstruction. 

"If he smoked two packets a day. 
what would have taken three years to 
develop will take six months. In this 
case, the efforts required by sporting 
endeavor provoke the same kind of 
acceleration." the cardiologist said. 

‘This lad. must, sooner or later, be 
operated on. There is definitely a valve 
replacement in his future.” Kanu, who 
scored two brilliant goals when Niger¬ 
ian beat Brazil 4-3 in the semifinals of 
the Olympic soccer tournament in 
Atlanta, joined Inter in July for a 
reported fee of around $2.0 million 
after his contract with Ajax expired. ■ 


weeks before her 16th birthday. 
She reached the quarterfinals of 
the Australian, the third round 
of the French, the fourth round 
of Wimbledon, now the quar¬ 
ters of the Open. 

With fire and with ability. 
Hingis ousted the veteran San¬ 
chez, the 1994 winner here. 
Hingis won nearly ull the long 
rallies and in the first set, she let 
Sanchez make oil the mistakes. 

But what was more impres¬ 
sive was her ability to fight 
through her own mistakes in the 
second and third sets, and lo 
keep her composure when frus¬ 
tration seemed to eat into the 
substance of her game. 

At 3-3 in the third, and a 
deuce point on Sanchez' serve, 
Hingis hit a forehand deep that 
chair umpire Jane Harvey called 
long, overruling the linesman. 
Hingis was upset, arguing the 
matter. (A CBS replay showed 
the shot caught the line Hush.) 
After Hingis lost the next point 
and the game, she skidded her 
racket along the court in 
disgust. 

She lost her next three ser¬ 
vice games, which cost her the 
second set and caused her to fail 
behind early in the third. Hingis 
seemed close to tears after los¬ 
ing that deuce game. “I am very 
emotional, especially on the 
court." she said. “It was not that 
I could cry on the court. I was 
angry." 

Angry, ihough not defeated. 
After she lost her service to 
start the third set, she bore 
down. She played long, toe¬ 


curling. thigh-tightening, stom¬ 
ach-fluttering rallies, "usually 
controlling the point by pulling 
Sanchez from side to side. The 
crowd was engrossed in dw 
drama, impressed by the young¬ 
ster's game and spunk, and was 
clearly on her side. 

After breaking Sanchez in 
game lour of the third set. Hin¬ 
gis served for the match in 
game nine and lost her serve 
again. Though many aspects of 
her game can and will improve, 
her serve has to pack more pur¬ 
pose and more wallop. Sanchez 
broke her on four straight 
points. 

On Sanchez's next serve. 
Hingis had two break points 
and was in the middle of a rally 
she was controlling when the 
umpire had to call a leL when a 
plastic water bottle rolled into 
the doubles alley. It was another 
frustrating moment for the teen¬ 
ager. a delay in taking her right¬ 
ful place in the quarters. On the 
replay. Sanchez hit a backhand 
long and Hingis had the victory. 
Koumikova also is 15, though 
nearly a year younger than Hin¬ 
gis. This was her first 
Slam cvenL and she provided 
Graf with little competition. Yet 
there was promise in her young 
strokes, maturity in her oouft 
demeanor. She is the future ° r 
women's tennis, too. 

"I think it's a new genera; 
tion” Hingis said of 
Koumikova and the still sim¬ 
mering career of Venus Wil¬ 
liams. ■ 
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